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GATHERING 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service, and then invites the assembly to confess.  

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and 
confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed 
from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one 
another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 
we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among 
us. Amen. 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living 
sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN   FLING WIDE THE DOOR  ELW 259 
1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 
 the King of glory comes in state; 
 the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
 the Savior of the world who brings 
 his great salvation to the earth. 
 So raise a shout of holy mirth 
 and praise our God and Lord, 
 Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 
2 He is the rock of our belief, 
 the heart of mercy's gentle self. 
 His kingly crown is holiness; 
 his scepter is his loveliness; 
 he brings our sorrows to an end. 
 Now gladly praise our king and friend, 
 and worship him with song 
 for saving us from wrong. 
 

3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands 
 that live by their true king's commands. 
 And blessed be the hearts he rules, 
 the humble places where he dwells. 
 He is the rightful Son of bliss 
 who fills our lives and makes us his, 
 creator of the world, 
 our only strength for good. 
 
4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
 our hearts are open wide in trust. 
 Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
 upon our sorrows shine your face, 
 and let your Holy Spirit guide 
 our journey in your grace so wide. 
 We praise your holy name, 
 from age to age the same! 

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
The candles on the wreath remind us that Advent is a time of counting down the days 
until Christ is manifest among us. As the wreath is lit, handbells chime with joy. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert 
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of 
justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The assembly is seated. 
THE FIRST READING    Isaiah 2:1-5 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the Lord’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
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 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the Lord! 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM          Psalm  122 
1I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
2Now our feet are standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem is built as a city 

that is at unity with itself; 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 

the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 
5For there are the thrones of judgment, 

the thrones of the house of David. 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

“May they pros- per who love you. 
7Peace be with- in your walls 

and quietness with- in your towers. 
8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 

I pray for your prosperity. 
9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 

I will seek to do you good. 
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THE SECOND READING                      Romans 13:11-14 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        #169 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel    

 
Show us your steadfast | love, O Lord,*                 and grant us | your salvation.  

. 

 
GOSPEL       Matthew 24:36-44 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For 
as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man.  
40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left.  

A solo voice sings the proper verse, and all join on the Alleluia. 
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42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding          ELW 246 
 
1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
 "Christ is near," we hear it say. 
 "Cast away the works of darkness, 
 all you children of the day!" 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
 from earth's bondage let us rise; 
 Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
 shines upon the morning skies. 
 
3 See the Lamb, so long expected, 
 come with pardon down from 

heav'n. 

 Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
 one and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 
4 So, when next he comes in glory 
 and the world is wrapped in fear, 
 he will shield us with his mercy 
 and with words of love draw near. 
 
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
 to the Father and the Son 
 with the everlasting Spirit 
 while unending ages run! 

 
Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
An assisting minister leads the assembly in the Creed. 

Let us confess the faith in which we have been baptized: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for hope. 

A brief silence. 
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global 
church to the urgent needs of our time.  Let Christians work together with 
each other and with those of other faiths to secure a future for all people. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for 
making a better world. We pray for peace with justice in the land of Jesus’ 
birth, in Ukraine, and in Ethiopia. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide 
congregations in transition, especially Mt Nebo, Rochelle, and Good 
Shepherd, Orange, as they discern new paths for ministry. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those 
who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring 
hope to the sick, (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives 
of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the 
company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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MEAL 
OFFERING 
An offering is received to support the ministry of Christ’s church.   
 
OFFERING CANTICLE        #184 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.  

 
OFFERING PRAYER      
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 
and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all 
those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  
The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues with the Preface of the season. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to 
judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and  mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of Zechariah 9:9: 

Rejoice, O Jerusalem 
The King is coming. 

The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper.  Those who do not 
receive may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest, and receive a 
pastoral blessing. 
To learn about being baptized, please ask a pastor. 
 
BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister gives 
a table blessing. 

 Now may the body of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and his most precious 
blood, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     
The assisting minister offers a prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the Trinity. 

Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SENDING HYMN         Rejoice, Rejoice Believers        ELW 244 (on next page) 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Prepare your hearts. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SENDING HYMN         Rejoice, Rejoice Believers        ELW 244  
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 

3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 

 
                                   Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 

 
Bible Readings  
for Daily Prayer  

(Nov 28 to Dec. 4) 
 

Monday 
Psalm 90 
Numbers 17:1-11 
2 Peter 3:1-18 

Tuesday 
Psalm 90 
2 Samuel 7:18-29 
Revelation 22:12-16 

Wednesday 
Psalm 90 
Isaiah 1:24-31 
Luke 11:29-32 

Thursday 
Luke 1:68-79 
Malachi 3:5-12 

Philippians 1:12-18a 
Friday 

Luke 11:68-79 
Malachi 3:13-18 
Philippians 1:18b-26 

Saturday 
Luke 1:68-79 
Malachi 4:1-6 
Luke 9:1-6 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Malachi 3:1-4 or Baruch 5:1-9 
Luke 1:68-79 
Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

 
 
Some liturgical material copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS009239. 
 


