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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

For the musical setting of hymns marked with “ELW”, look in the red  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal in the pew backs. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands. Remembering their baptism, all may make the sign of the cross. 

In the name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and then invites the 
assembly to confess. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN      Crown Him With Many Crowns      ELW 855 
1 Crown him with many crowns, 
 the Lamb upon his throne; 
 hark, how the heav'nly anthem 

drowns 
 all music but its own. 
 Awake, my soul, and sing 
 of him who died for thee, 
 and hail him as thy matchless king 
 through all eternity. 
 

2 Crown him the virgin's Son, 
 the God incarnate born, 
 whose arm those crimson trophies 

won 
 which now his brow adorn; 
 fruit of the mystic rose, 
 yet of that rose the stem, 
 the root whence mercy ever flows, 
 the babe of Bethlehem. 
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3 Crown him the Lord of love-- 
 behold his hands and side, 
 rich wounds, yet visible above, 
 in beauty glorified. 
 No angels in the sky 
 can fully bear that sight, 
 but downward bend their burning 

eyes 
 at mysteries so bright. 
 
4 Crown him the Lord of life, 
 who triumphed o'er the grave 
 and rose victorious in the strife 
 for those he came to save. 

 His glories now we sing, 
 who died and rose on high, 
 who died, eternal life to bring, 
 and lives that death may die. 
 
5 Crown him the Lord of years, 
 the potentate of time, 
 creator of the rolling spheres, 
 ineffably sublime. 
 All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
 For thou hast died for me; 
 thy praise and glory shall not fail 
 throughout eternity. 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4 

APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

KYRIE:   from All Creation Sings, Setting 12               
All sing after a brief organ introduction.	 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis         (ELW Setting 4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  [A brief silence is kept before the prayer.] 
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with 
us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

The assembly is seated. 
FIRST READING:   JEREMIAH 23:1-6 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and 
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to 
you for your evil doings, says the Lord.  
3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I 
have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply.  
4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not 
fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is 
our righteousness.” 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM:   PS. 46 
 1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
  7The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

SECOND READING:   COLOSSIANS 1:11-20 
11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through 
him and for him.  
17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
that he might come to have first place in everything. ‘ 
19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 

The reading concludes:  
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The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL:     LUKE 23:33-43 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [Then Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”] And they cast 
lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders 
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 
of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 
him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 
39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting 
what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then 
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, 
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

The gospel concludes:  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      Beautiful Saviour       ELW 838 
1 Beautiful Savior, 
 King of creation, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Truly I'd love thee, 
 truly I'd serve thee, 
 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
2 Fair are the meadows, 
 fair are the woodlands, 
 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, 
 Jesus is purer, 
 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 
 fair is the moonlight, 
 bright the sparkling stars on high; 
 Jesus shines brighter, 
 Jesus shines purer 
 than all the angels in the sky. 
 
4 Beautiful Savior, 
 Lord of the nations, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Glory and honor, 
 praise, adoration, 
 now and forevermore be thine! 

Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the prayers. 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for the world we share.  
A brief silence. 

We pray for your church. Embolden the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and other churches and faith-based organizations in creative and collaborative 
ministries and increase our work for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and animal habitats from 
destruction. Help us to care for the Shenandoah Mountains and the Piedmont 
farmlands. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for 
justice and peace. Bring an end to the violence in Ukraine, and preserve the fragile 
peace in Ethiopia. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this assembly. Guide our pastors, council members and ministry 
leaders in discernment, and nurture us with fresh ideas. Revive in Our Saviour a 
spirit of discipleship and service. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We pray for the sick and suffering (especially…). Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
We give thanks for all who have died in the faith (especially). Console us who mourn 
and comfort us with the beautiful promise of life in your kingdom. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE         (John 20:19, 21, 26) 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. The assembly is seated. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  
Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of God’s gracious love.  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. During this time, the table is set. 
DOXOLOGY 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.        (Old Hundredth) 

OFFERING PRAYER    
The assisting minister offers this prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that 
you have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and 
send us to those who hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; 

Who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS          (Isaiah 6:3) 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: surrounded by evil and bordered 
by death, we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge. 

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace and promised an end 
to injustice and harm. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death and the victory of his 
resurrection, we await with all the saints his loving redemption of our suffering 
world. 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, and on all who share in the body 
and blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and justice, and make all things new 
in Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table: 

Holy things for holy people.  
Jesus Christ is the Holy One. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper. Those who do not receive 
may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest and receive a pastoral blessing. To 
learn about being baptized, please ask a pastor after service. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 

COMMUNION HYMN:   Agnus Dei       (John 1:29) 

Assembly hymn and other music may accompany the communion. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION       
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of 
heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world 
and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, � Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING HYMN        Soon and Very Soon     ELW 439 
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DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 

Monday 
Psalm 24 
Jeremiah 46:18-28 
Revelation 21:5-27 

Tuesday 
Psalm 24 
Isaiah 33:17-22 
Revelation 22:8-21 

Wednesday 
Psalm 24 
Isaiah 60:8-16 
Luke 1:1-4 

Thursday 
Psalm 25:1-10 
Nehemiah 9:6-15 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Friday 
Psalm 25:1-10 
Nehemiah 9:16-25 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-22 

Saturday 
Psalm 25:1-10 
Nehemiah 9:26-31 
Luke 21:20-24 

First Sunday of Advent 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 
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Advent Begins 
Next Sunday 

This is a season of hope and patience as we remember that the Church is counting 
down the days until its Lord is fully manifest in the world. 

Advent Devotional Booklets are available in the Narthex. Take one home to deepen 
your prayer life. 

 

Christmas Services 
Saturday, Dec 24 

• 4:00pm:  Voices of Praise 
• 7:30pm: Organ, Choir and Bells 

Sunday, Dec. 25 

• 10:30am: Organ 


