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GATHERING 

Welcome Song        Praise My Soul the King of Heaven  (ELW 865) 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
 to his feet your tribute bring. 
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
 evermore his praises sing. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise the everlasting King! 
 

2 Praise him for his grace and favor 
 to our forebears in distress. 
 Praise him, still the same forever, 
 slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Glorious in his faithfulness! 
 

3 Tenderly he shields and spares us; 
 well our feeble frame he knows. 
 In his hands he gently bears us, 
 rescues us from all our foes. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Widely as his mercy flows. 
 

4 Angels help us to adore him, 
 who behold him face to face. 
 Sun and moon bow down before him; 
 all who dwell in time and space. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise with us the God of grace. 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, � one God, who is eager to forgive and who 

loves us beyond our days. 
C Amen. 
P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as 

Jesus does. 

Silence may be kept for reflection. 
P God of mercy and forgiveness, 
C We confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good 

creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 
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with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer and friend. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven � and you are made whole. God 

points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now 
in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C   Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading     Jeremiah 23:1-6  
 1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, 
and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will 
attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather 
the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I 
will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I 
will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not 
fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 

 5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved 
and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: 
“The Lord is our righteousness.” 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsive Reading   Psalm 46 
 1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
  7The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

Second Reading   Colossians 1:11-20 
11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in 
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have 
been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have 
first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 
cross. 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel       Luke 1:68-79 (from “The Voice”) 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Narrator:   When they came to the place known as “The Skull,” they crucified 
Jesus there, in the company of criminals, one to the right of Jesus 
and the other to His left. 

Jesus:     [Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re doing.] 

Narrator:  Meanwhile they were drawing lots to see who would win Jesus’ 
clothing.    The crowd of people stood, watching. 

Authorities (mocking Jesus): So He was supposed to rescue others, was He? He 
was supposed to be God’s Anointed, the Liberating King? Let’s see 
Him start by liberating Himself! 

Narrator:   The soldiers joined in the mockery. First, they pretended to offer 
Him a soothing drink—but it was sour wine. 

Soldiers:    Hey, if You’re the King of the Jews, why don’t You free Yourself! 

Narrator:   Even the inscription they placed over Him was intended to mock 
Him—“This is the King of the Jews!” [This was written in Greek, 
Latin, and Hebrew.]   One of the criminals joined in the cruel talk. 

Cynical Criminal: You’re supposed to be the Anointed One, right? Well—do 
it! Rescue Yourself and us! 

Narrator:   But the other criminal told him to be quiet. 

Believing Criminal: Don’t you have any fear of God at all? You’re getting the 
same death sentence He is!    We’re getting what we deserve since 
we’ve committed crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong 
at all!    (turning to Jesus) Jesus, when You come into Your kingdom, 
please remember me. 

Jesus:     I promise you that this very day you will be with Me in paradise. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C  Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon  
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Song of Day      The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502) 
1 The King of love my shepherd is, 
 whose goodness faileth never; 
 I nothing lack if I am his 
 and he is mine forever. 
 

2 Where streams of living water flow, 
 my ransomed soul he leadeth 
 and, where the verdant pastures grow, 
 with food celestial feedeth. 
 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
 but yet in love he sought me, 
 and on his shoulder gently laid, 
 and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 

6 And so, through all the length of days, 
 thy goodness faileth never. 
 Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
 within thy house forever. 

Prayers of the People 

When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations for which 
you are thankful or that are in need of God’s care. 

MEAL 
Sharing Our Gifts 
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time and 

our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church. Please pass the baskets from 
front to back. You may also make an offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org 
by clicking the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offertory Song        Jesus, Remember Me     ELW 616 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Dialogue 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Thanksgiving Prayer 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 
  and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory. 
 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
 To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 

forever. 
C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P  Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Sharing Holy Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you wish to 
receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand around the altar.  

Communion Song             Sing to the King      Sung by VoP 

Sing to the King who is coming to reign 
Glory to Jesus the Lamb that was slain 
Peace and salvation his empire shall bring 
And joy to the nations when Jesus is king. 
 
Come, let us sing a song, 
A song declaring that we belong 
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To Jesus ; he is all we need. 
Lift up a heart of praise. 
Sing now with voices raised 
To Jesus; sing to the King. 
 
For his returning we watch and we pray; 
We will be ready for the dawn of that day. 
We’ll join in singing with all the redeemed, 
‘Cause Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King. 
 
Come, let us sing …. 

Prayer After Communion 
L Let us pray together. [A brief pause] 
C  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, � Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song         King of Kings       W& P 80 

King of kings and Lord of lords: glory, hallelujah. 
King of kings and Lord of lords: glory, hallelujah. 
Jesus, Prince of Peace: glory, hallelujah. 
Jesus, Prince of Peace: glory, hallelujah. 
 

(Repeat song) 
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