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PRE-SERVICE SONG 

Song         Jesus, What a Wonderful Child     ELW 297 
Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child. 

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek and mild; 
New life, new hope, the child will bring. 

Listen to the angels sing: 
“Glory, glory, glory,”  
Let the heavens ring! 

 
GATHERING 

Welcome Song      My Lord, What a Morning       ELW 438 
Refrain:  My Lord, what a morning;  

my Lord, what a morning; 
Oh, my Lord, what a morning,  
when the stars begin to fall. 

 
You will hear the trumpet sound, 
To wake the nations underground, 
Looking to my God’s right hand,  

when the stars begin to fall.  (Refrain) 
 

You will hear the sinner cry, 
To wake the nations underground, 
Looking to my God’s right hand,  

when the stars begin to fall.  (Refrain) 
 

You will hear the Christian shout, 
To wake the nations underground, 
Looking to my God’s right hand,  

when the stars begin to fall.  (Refrain) 

Welcome 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 

The candles on the wreath remind us that Advent is a time of counting down 
the days until Christ is manifest among us. As the wreath is lit, handbells chime 
with joy. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and 
confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

P God of new beginnings, 
C We confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed 

from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one 
another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us 
again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living 

sign. By water and the Spirit, you are joined to this wonder. You have put 
on Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the 
Lord.  

C Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save 
us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the 
way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading    Isaiah 2:1-5 
 1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 
2In days to come 
 the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
 3Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
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4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD! 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Reading   Psalm 122 
1I was glad when they said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates,  O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  
 5For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.” 

Second Reading   Romans 13:11-14  
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel       Matthew 24:36-44 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus:  36No one knows the hour or the day, not even the messengers in heaven, 
not even the Son. Only the Father knows. 37As it was at the time of 
Noah, so it will be with the coming of the Son of Man. 38In the days 
before the flood, people were busy making lives for themselves: they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, making plans 
and having children and growing old, until the day Noah entered the 
ark. 39Those people had no idea what was coming; they knew nothing 
about the floods until the floods were upon them, sweeping them all 
away. That is how it will be with the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two 
men will be plowing a field: one will be taken, and the other will be 
left in the field. 41Two women will be somewhere grinding at a mill: one 
will be taken, and the other will be left at the mill. 

42So keep watch. You don’t know when your Lord will come. 43But you 
should know this: If the owner of a house had known his house was 
about to be broken into, he would have stayed up all night, vigilantly. 
He would have kept watch, and he would have thwarted the thief. 44So 
you must be ready because you know the Son of Man will come, but you 
can’t know precisely when. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C  Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon  

Song of Day     Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn    ELW 242 
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the child of our longing. 

Came as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,  
He opens wide the heav’nly door and lives now inside us forever. 

 
To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

His humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with it’s ringing; 
Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness, 

The thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 

In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 
As morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder, 

The weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder. 
 

(Song continued next page →) 
 



6 

 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story;  
May God fill ev’ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 

Prayers of the People 
When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations for which 
you are thankful or that are in need of God’s care. 

MEAL 
Sharing Our Gifts 
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time and 

our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church. Please pass the baskets from front 
to back. You may also make an offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by 
clicking the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offertory Song         Blessed is the One   
Blessed is the one who comes in the name,  

who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name,  

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Dialogue 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

http://www.oslc-warrenton.org/
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Thanksgiving Prayer 
P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope,  

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P  Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Sharing Holy Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you wish to 
receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand around the altar.  
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Communion Song             Even So Come      Sung by VoP 

Prayer After Communion 
L Let us pray together. [A brief pause] 
C  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song        Come By Here 
Come by here, Lord, come by here. 
Come by here, Lord, come by here. 
Come by here, Lord, come by here. 

O Lord, come by here. 
 

Someone needs you, Lord, come by here. 
Someone needs you, Lord, come by here. 
Someone needs you, Lord, come by here. 

O Lord, come by here. 
 

Send a blessing, Lord, come by here. 
Send a blessing, Lord, come by here. 
Send a blessing, Lord, come by here. 

O Lord, come by here. 

Dismissal 
L   Go in peace. Tell the world what God has done. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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