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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
For the musical setting of hymns marked with “ELW”, look in the red  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal in the pew backs. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands. Remembering their baptism, all may make the sign of the cross. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and then invites 
the assembly to confess. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN      If You But Trust in God to Guide You      ELW 769 
1 If you but trust in God to guide you 
 with gentle hand through all your ways, 
 you'll find that God is there beside you 
 when crosses come, in trying days. 
 Trust then in God's unchanging love; 
 build on the rock that will not move. 
 

2 What gain is there in anxious weeping, 
 in helpless anger and distress? 
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 If you are in your Savior's keeping, 
 in sorrow will he love you less? 
 For Christ who took for you a cross 
 will bring you safe through ev'ry loss. 
 

3 The Lord our restless hearts is holding, 
 in peace and quietness content. 
 We rest in God's good will unfolding, 
 what wisdom from on high has sent. 
 God, who has chosen us by grace, 
 knows very well the fears we face. 
 

4 Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, 
 offer your service faithfully. 
 Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, 
 you'll find this promise true to be. 
 This is our confidence indeed:  
 God never fails in time of need. 

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite 
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE:   from All Creation Sings, Setting 12               
All sing after a brief organ introduction.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis         (ELW Setting 4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  [A brief silence is kept before the prayer.] 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live 
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING:   MALACHI 4:1-2A 
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of 
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere 
my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

The reading concludes:  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM:   PS. 98 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
 you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
 all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
 the world and those who dwell therein. 

(Psalm continued next page →) 
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8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
 and the peoples with equity. 

SECOND READING:  2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep 
away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition 
that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 
us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread 
without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we 
might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not have that right, 
but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with 
you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For 
we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any 
work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do 
their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be 
weary in doing what is right. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL:     LUKE 21:5-19 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, 
the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 

 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this 
is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for 
many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go 
after them. 

 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things 
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to 
them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will 
be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will 
be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to 
testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I 
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by 
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated 
by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your 
endurance you will gain your souls.” 

The gospel concludes:  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow    ELW 327 
1 Through the night of doubt and sorrow, 
 onward goes the pilgrim band, 
 singing songs of expectation, 
 marching to the promised land. 
 Clear before us through the darkness 
 gleams and burns the guiding light; 
 pilgrim clasps the hand of pilgrim 
 stepping fearless through the night. 
 
2 One the light of God's own presence 
 on the ransomed people shed, 
 chasing far the gloom and terror, 
 bright'ning all the path we tread. 
 One the object of our journey, 
 one the faith which never tires, 
 one the earnest looking forward, 
 one the hope our God inspires. 
 
3 One the strain that lips of thousands 
 lift as from the heart of one; 
 one the conflict, one the peril, 
 one the march in God begun. 
 One the gladness of rejoicing 
 on the far eternal shore, 
 where the one almighty Father 
 reigns in love forevermore. 
 
4 Onward, therefore, sisters, brothers; 
 onward, with the cross our aid. 
 Bear its shame, and fight its battle 
 till we rest beneath its shade. 
 Soon shall come the great awak'ning; 
 soon the rending of the tomb! 
 Then the scatt'ring of all shadows, 
 and the end of toil and gloom.

Text: Bernhardt S. Ingemann, 1789-1862; tr. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, alt. 
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the prayers. 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 
Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops, 
deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them 
with wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy, 
Receive our prayer. 

Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of 
the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. 
Help us care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
Receive our prayer. 

Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first 
responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any 
wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
Receive our prayer. 

 



10 

Liberating God, watch over the armed forces of the United States, and those who 
have served them. Help us to honor the veterans who have honored America with 
their courage.  Lord, in your mercy, 
Receive our prayer. 

Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the 
gospel; in its ministries of education and spiritual formation; its ministries of 
compassion and connection; its ministries of feeding and clothing those in need. 
Teach us to serve together, and give us patience to work through disagreement. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital 
personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in 
their care. May the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick (especially). Lord, in 
your mercy 
Receive our prayer. 

Consoling God, comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. 
Abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died (especially). Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Receive our prayer. 

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE         (John 20:19, 21, 26) 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  
Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of God’s gracious love.  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. During this time, the table is set. 
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DOXOLOGY 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.        (Old Hundredth) 

OFFERING PRAYER    
The assisting minister offers this prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from 
the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus 
Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; 

Who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS          (Isaiah 6:3) 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: surrounded by evil and bordered by 
death, we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge. 

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace and promised an end 
to injustice and harm. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death and the victory of his 
resurrection, we await with all the saints his loving redemption of our suffering 
world. 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, and on all who share in the body 
and blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and justice, and make all things new 
in Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table: 

Holy things for holy people.  
Jesus Christ is the Holy One. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper. Those who do not 
receive may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest and receive a 
pastoral blessing. To learn about being baptized, please ask a pastor after service. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 

COMMUNION HYMN:   Agnus Dei       (John 1:29) 
Assembly hymn and other music may accompany the communion. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION       

The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your 
table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 
people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING HYMN        How Firm a Foundation       ELW 796 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
 

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 
 

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
 and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.  

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 

Monday 
Psalm 141 
Ezekiel 11:14-25 
Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
 

Tuesday 
Psalm 141 
Ezekiel 39:21—40:4 
1 Corinthians 10:23—11:1 
 

Wednesday 
Psalm 141 
Ezekiel 43:1-12 
Matthew 23:37—24:14 
 

Thursday  
Psalm 46 
2 Chronicles 18:12-22 

Hebrews 9:23-28 
Friday  
Psalm 46 
Zechariah 11:1-17 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Saturday  
Psalm 46 
Jeremiah 22:18-30 
Luke 18:15-17 
 

Sunday –  
Lectionary 34 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 
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