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ADVENT 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC       Voices of Praise 
GREETING 
PROCESSIONAL                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel          ELW 257  
First stanza: Sung by Choir Only 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Congregation joins in:  
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.   
Refrain 
 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 

 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 

Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
  

Welcome to Our Saviour 
This special service is a bridge between the season of Advent and the 
festival of Christmas.  In song and story, we will journey together from 
hope to fulfillment, and from yearning to joy. 
Please sing along.  Music for songs marked ELW can be found in the 
red hymnal in your pew. 
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THE BIDDING PRAYER 
The presider leads the people in prayer for the world, the church, and the poor.  

EAR PEOPLE OF GOD: In the season of Advent ….  
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words 
which Christ himself has taught us, saying:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of 
everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of 
Angels bring us all.  
Amen 

LIGHTING THE WREATH 
One candle is lit each week, to remind us that we are counting the days until the Lord is 
manifest among us.  This week, we light all four colored candles.  
 
As the candles are lit, the handbells ring: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly  

 
FIRST LESSON:   The Fall     Genesis 3:1-22  

OW THE SERPENT WAS MORE 
crafty than any other wild 
animal that the Lord God 

had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?”  
The woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; but God said, ‘You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in 
the middle of the garden, nor shall 
you touch it, or you shall die.’”  
But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not die; for God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 

So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and 
she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate. Then 
the eyes of both were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together and 
made loincloths for 
themselves. They heard the sound 
of the Lord God walking in the 
garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. 

 

D 

N 
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CAROL    Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus   
Congregation sings, led by Voices of Praise 

 Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us.  Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art. 
Dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 
 Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King. 

Born to reign in us forever.  Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal spirit, rule in all our hearts alone. 
By Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
 You draw the hearts of shepherds, you draw the hearts of kings. 

Even as a baby, you were changing ev'rything. 
You called me to Your kingdom before Your lips could speak, 
And even as a baby, you were reaching out for me. 
 
And now we are awaiting the day of Your return 
When ev'ry eye will see You as heaven comes to earth. 
Until the sky is opened, until the trumpet sounds, 
The bride is getting ready, the Church is singing out. 

 
 Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free. 

From our fears and sins release us.  Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Come, Thou long expected King. 

 
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus: Charles Wesley, Jacob Sooter, Meredith Andrews, Rowland Hugh Prichard © 2017 Curb 

Songs (Admin. by Curb Music Publishing) | Mesmerized Music (Admin. by Curb Music Publishing) | Hipgnosis Songs 
Essential (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) | Jacob Sooter Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) | 

So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) | Vertical Church Band Publishing (Admin. by Essential 
Music Publishing LLC) | For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI 

License # 2800659 | CCLI Song # 7096082 
 

SECOND LESSON   Look east, Jerusalem  Baruch 4:36-5:9  
OOK TOWARD THE EAST, O 
Jerusalem, and see the joy that 
is coming to you from God. 

Look, your children are coming, 
whom you sent away; they are 
coming, gathered from east and west, 
at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing in the glory of God. 
Take off the garment of your sorrow 
and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put 

on forever the beauty of the glory 
from God. 
Put on the robe of the righteousness 
that comes from God; put on your 
head the diadem of the glory of the 
Everlasting, for God will show your 
splendor everywhere under heaven, 
for God will give you evermore the 
name, “Righteous Peace, Godly 
Glory.” 

L 
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Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the 
height; look toward the east, and see 
your children gathered from west 
and east at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered 
them. 
For they went out from you on foot, 
led away by their enemies, but God 
will bring them back to you, carried 
in glory, as on a royal throne. 
For God has ordered that every high 
mountain and the everlasting hills 

be made low and the valleys filled 
up, to make level ground, so that 
Israel may walk safely in the glory of 
God. 
The woods and every fragrant tree 
have shaded Israel at God’s 
command.  
For God will lead Israel with joy, in 
the light of his glory, with the mercy 
and righteousness that come from 
him. 

 
CAROL:    People, Look East    ELW 248 
With organ introduction 

1     People, look east. The time is near  
of the crowning of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able, 
 trim the hearth and set the table. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 
 one more light the bowl shall brim, 
 shining beyond the frosty weather, 
 bright as sun and moon together. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Star, is on the way. 
4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
 him who brings new life to earth. 
 Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 
 with the word, the Lord is coming. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965 
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, 

by permission of David Higham 
Associates. ! 
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THIRD LESSON:  Comfort, O comfort, my people  Isaiah 40:1-11 

OMFORT, O COMFORT MY 
people, says your God. 
“Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 
has served her term, that her 
penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins.”  
A voice cries out: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. Every 
valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a 
plain. Then the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all people 
shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I 
said, “What shall I cry?” All 
people are grass, their constancy 

is like the flower of the field. The 
grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the Lord 
blows upon it; surely the people 
are grass. The grass withers, the 
flower fades; but the word of our 
God will stand forever. Get you 
up to a high mountain, O Zion, 
herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; say to the 
cities of Judah, “Here is your 
God!”  
See, the Lord God comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him. He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd; he 
will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead the mother sheep. 

 
  

C 
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CAROL   Comfort, Comfort, You My People   
 "Comfort, comfort now my people; 
 tell of peace!" So says our God. 
 Comfort those who sit in darkness 
 mourning under sorrow's load. 
 To God's people now proclaim 
 that God's pardon waits for them! 
 Tell them that their war is over; 
 God will reign in peace forever. 
 
2 For the herald's voice is crying 
 in the desert far and near, 
 calling us to true repentance, 
 since the reign of God is here. 
 Oh, that warning cry obey! 
 Now prepare for God a way. 
 Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 
 hills, bow down in humble favor. 
 
3 Straight shall be what long was crooked, 
 and the rougher places plain. 
 Let your hearts be true and humble, 
 as befits God's holy reign. 
 For the glory of the Lord 
 now on earth is shed abroad, 
 and all flesh shall see the token 
 that God's word is never broken.  

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 
A BRIDGE BETWEEN SEASONS 

 
SERMONETTE 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ANTHEM: The Little Drummer Boy   K.K. Davis 
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FOURTH LESSON   The Annunciation   Luke 1:26-38  
N THE SIXTH MONTH THE 
angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary.  
And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. The 
angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. 
He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.”  
Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a 
virgin?”  
The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. 
For nothing will be impossible 
with God.”  
Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your 
word.”  
Then the angel departed from 
her. 

 

CAROL           The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  ELW 265  
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
 with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
 "All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 
2 "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
 all generations laud and honor thee; 
 thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
 "To me be as it pleaseth God," she said. 
 "My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name." 
 Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

 
Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924 

I 
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OFFERING 
We offer our gifts to support the work of the church here in Warrenton and around the 
world. 
 
OFFERTORY DUET   “He Shall Feed His Flock”   G.F. Handel 
Sung by Jerry Hoke and Pastor Terri Church 
Based on Isaiah 40:11 & Matthew 11:28-29 

 
CHRISTMAS 

FIFTH LESSON  The Shepherds and the Angel   Luke 2:1-14 
N THOSE DAYS A 
decree went out 
from Emperor 

Augustus that all the 
world should be 
registered. This was 
the first registration 
and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also 
went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of 
David called 
Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from 
the house and family of 
David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, 
to whom he was 
engaged and who was 
expecting a child.  
While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 

In that region there 
were shepherds living 
in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock 
by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord 
stood before them, 
and the glory of the 
Lord shone around 
them, and they were 
terrified. But the 
angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing 
you good news of 
great joy for all the 
people: to you is born 
this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 

  

I 
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CAROL   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  ELW 282 
With organ introduction 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
 that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
 to touch their harps of gold: 
 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
 to hear the angels sing. 
 

2 Still through the cloven skies they 
come 

 with peaceful wings unfurled, 
 and still their heav'nly music floats 
 o'er all the weary world. 
 Above its sad and lowly plains 
 they bend on hov'ring wing, 
 and ever o'er its babel sounds 
 the blessed angels sing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 And you, beneath life's crushing 

load, 
 whose forms are bending low, 
 who toil along the climbing way 
 with painful steps and slow: 
 look now, for glad and golden hours 
 come swiftly on the wing; 
 oh, rest beside the weary road 
 and hear the angels sing! 

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876 
 
SIXTH LESSON  The Word Became Flesh   John 1:1-14  

N THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through 
him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. But 
to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
  

I 
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ANTHEM            Of the Father’s Love Begotten   ELW 295 
Sung by Voices of Praise  
 
1 Of the Father's love begotten 
 ere the worlds began to be, 
 he is Alpha and Omega, 
 he the source, the ending he, 
 of the things that are, that have 

been, 
 and that future years shall see, 
 evermore and evermore. 
 
2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, 
 when the virgin, full of grace, 
 by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

 bore the Savior of our race, 
 and the babe, the world's redeemer, 
 first revealed his sacred face, 
 evermore and evermore. 
 
3 This is he whom seers in old time 
 chanted of with one accord, 
 whom the voices of the prophets 
 promised in their faithful word; 
 now he shines, the long-expected; 
 let creation praise its Lord 
 evermore and evermore. 

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite 

PRAYER        A Collect for Advent 
O God, who makes us glad with the yearly expectation of your coming: grant 
that we, who with joy receive your only-begotten Son as our Redeemer, may 
without fear behold him when he shall come to be our Judge, even your Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, world without end. 
Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us 
in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free 
from all sin.  
Amen.  
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.  
Amen.  
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life.  
Amen.  
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you for ever.  
Amen. 
 

The sending song is on the following page. 
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CAROL    Joy to the World    ELW 267 
Organ, Bells, Congregation.   

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
DISMISSAL   

WORSHIP AT CHRISTMAS 
Christmas Eve at 4pm & 7:30pm 

Christmas Day at 10:30am 


