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GATHERING 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service, and then invites the assembly to confess.  

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and 
confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed 
from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one 
another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 
we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among 
us. Amen. 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living 
sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN   PEOPLE LOOK EAST  ELW 248 
Hymns indicated by ELW can be found in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

1     People, look east. The time is near  
 of the crowning of the year. 
 Make your house fair as you are able, 
 trim the hearth and set the table. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
 
2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
 one more seed is planted there. 
 Give up your strength the seed to 

 nourish, 
 that in course the flow'r may flourish. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is 
dim, 

 one more light the bowl shall brim, 
 shining beyond the frosty weather, 
 bright as sun and moon together. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 
4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
 him who brings new life to earth. 
 Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 
 with the word, the Lord is coming. 
 People, look east, and sing today— 
 Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965 
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David 

Higham Associates. 
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The Kyrie and Gloria are both omitted today.  
APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
The candles on the wreath remind us that Advent is a time of counting down the days 
until Christ is manifest among us. As the wreath is lit, handbells chime “Away in a 
Manger.” 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The assembly is seated. 
DRAMATIC PRESENTATION  The Christmas Prequel 
Our young people will interpret Luke 1:5-15, concerning the birth of John the Baptist.  
 
THE FIRST READING    Isaiah 35:1-10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
 
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
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  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ANTHEMS 
In place of the Psalm, our Sunday School children will sing: 

The First Noel 
Deck the Halls 

THE SECOND READING                      James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient.  
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors!  
10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        #169 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel    

 
I am sending my messen-| ger before you,* who will prepare your | way before you. 

 
GOSPEL       Matthew 11:2-11 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another?”  
4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed 
is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
  

A solo voice sings the proper verse, and all join on the Alleluia. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW 254 
 
1 Infant holy, infant lowly, 
 for his bed a cattle stall; 
 oxen lowing, little knowing 
 Christ the child is Lord of all. 
 Swiftly winging, angels singing, 
 bells are ringing, tidingsbringing: 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 

2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds 
 keeping 

 vigil till the morning new 
 saw the glory, heard the story, 
 tidings of a gospel true. 
 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
 praises voicing, greet the 

morrow: 
 Christ the child was born for you! 
 Christ the child was born for you! 

 
Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 
Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global 
church to magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the 
work of the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. 
Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations 
and peoples in conflict, including Ethiopia, Ukraine and Syria. Help us 
pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts 
as we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom 
this season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with 
loving support. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress 
because of worry, illness, or loss (especially …). Strengthen and protect 
health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk 
themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the 
saints, that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on 
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those who have died (including …) and lead us to sing of your everlasting 
promises. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
MEAL 

OFFERING 
An offering is received to support the ministry of Christ’s church.   
 

OFFERING CANTICLE        ELW 184 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.  
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OFFERING PRAYER      
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 
and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all 
those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

DIALOGUE  
The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues with the Preface of the season. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to 
judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and  mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of Zechariah 9:9: 

Rejoice, O Jerusalem 
The King is coming. 

The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper.  Those who do not 
receive may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest, and receive a 
pastoral blessing. 
To learn about being baptized, please ask a pastor. 
 
BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister gives 
a table blessing. 

 Now may the body of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and his most precious 
blood, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     
The assisting minister offers a prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the Trinity. 

Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SENDING HYMN         Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         ELW 288 
 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today! 
 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 

 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 
 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave; 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain the everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 

 
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Prepare your hearts. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Bible Readings  
for Daily Prayer  (Dec. 12-18) 

 

Monday 
Psalm 42 
Isaiah 29:17-24 
Acts 5:12-16 

Tuesday 
Psalm 42 
Ezekiel 47:1-12 
Jude 17-25 

Wednesday 
Psalm 42 
Zechariah 8:1-17 
Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34 

Thursday 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
2 Samuel 7:1-17 
Galatians 3:23-29 

 

Friday 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
2 Samuel 7:18-22 
Galatians 4:1-7 

Saturday 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
2 Samuel 7:23-29 
John 3:31-36 

Sunday 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 
 
Some liturgical material copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS009239. 
 

 
Join us next Sunday for 

LESSONS & CAROLS 
Bring a friend! 


