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A Christmas Poem 
 
This is a poem by St. Hildebert, Archbishop of Tours (1055-1133).  It was translated by 
John Mason Neale, an Anglican priest. 
 
 

Two Suns appear to man to-day: one made, 
One Maker: one eternal, one to fade. 
One the stars' King; the King of their King, one: 
This makes, – that bids him make, – the hours to run. 
 
The Sun shines with the True Sun, ray with ray, 
Light with light, Day with Him That makes the day. 
Day without night, without seed bears she fruit, 
Unwedded Mother, Flower without a root. 
 
She than all greater: He the greatest still: 
She filled by Him Whose glories all things fill. 
That night is almost day, and yields to none, 
Wherein God flesh, wherein Flesh God, put on. 
 
The undone is done again; attuned the jar: 
Sun precedes day: the Morn, the morning star. 
True Sun, and Very Light, and Very Day: 
God was that Sun, and God its Light and ray. 
 
How bare the Virgin, ask'st thou, God and man? 
I know not: but I know God all things can. 
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GATHERING 
God brings us together in repentance and joy 

PRELUDE          
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All stand as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly upon the service of the day, and then 
invites the assembly to confess. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in 
your presence as your children. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger. Forgive 
our greed and rejection of your ways. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. Forgive our 
self-interest and lack of vision. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King. Forgive 
our reluctance to seek you. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness, beginning with the words of 
Ephesians 2:4-5. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG        

Continued on following page  
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
As the song concludes, the presiding minister and the assembly greet one another with 
the words of 2 Corinthians 13:14 . 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on 
our human nature and to illumine the world with your light. By 
your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING 
A reading from Isaiah.         (Isaiah 52:7-10) 

ow beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 

reigns.” 
8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for 
joy; for in plain sight they see -- the return of the Lord to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for 
the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM      (Psalm 98) 
1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 

whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed 

your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 

of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our 
God. 

4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, 
rejoice, and sing.  

H 
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5Sing to the Lord with the harp with the harp and the voice of 
song. 

6With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before 
the king, the Lord.  

7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell 
therein. 

8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy 
before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 

9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the 
peoples with equity. 

SECOND READING: 
A reading from Hebrews        (Hebrews 1:1-4) 

ong ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 
ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 

through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection 
of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel in the words of Luke 2:10-11. 

Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people:  
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia 
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GOSPEL 
The holy gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with 
God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 
 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON    The Christmas Dragon    Pastor Michael Church 
  

I 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     AWAY IN A MANGER    # 278 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
e believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

e believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
e believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

W 
W 

W 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Prayers are offered for the church, the world, and all in need.  After each petition: 
 

Lord, in your glory, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 
OFFERING          
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.  
     In the Bleak Midwinter     ELW 294 
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OFFERING PRAYER       Gelasian # 19, adapted 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
Receive, O Lord, the gifts we offer on this solemn day: that 
by your grace shown through this sacrament, we may be 
made more like the One in whom our nature is united to 
yours – Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever. Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among 
us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of Isaiah 9:6: 

Unto us a Child is born,  
Unto us a Son is given 

The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper.  Those who do not 
receive may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest, and receive a 
pastoral blessing. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
Music will play as all come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Christ.   
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BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister gives 
a table blessing. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION       
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 
Grant, almighty God, that as the Savior born today has 
given us new life, so he may give us life everlasting; through 
that same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SOLEMN BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly 

When he came to us as a man, the Son of 
God scattered the darkness of this world, 
and filled this holy day with his glory. May 
the God of infinite goodness scatter the 
darkness of sin and brighten your hearts 
with holiness.   
Amen!   
God sent his angels to shepherds to herald 
the great joy of our Savior's birth. May the 
God of infinite mercy fill you with joy and 
make you heralds of his gospel.   
Amen!   
When the Word became flesh, earth was joined to heaven. 
May the God of infinite love give you His peace and good will, 
and fellowship with all the heavenly host.   
Amen!   
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, ☩ and 
the Holy Spirit.  
Amen!   
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SENDING SONG  GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN     # 290  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Christ is with us. 
Thanks be to God. 
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