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WORSHIP 
ADVENT began on November 20.  It is a season of hope and joy, 
centered on the idea of Christ’s appearance at the end of our story. 
We will observe it with the light of the wreath and the sound of 
bells.  

CHRISTMAS is a12-day celebration of God’s  coming in human 
flesh. Because Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, we will omit the 
Midnight Mass this year. (It will return!) 

BLUE CHRISTMAS is an observance for those whose hearts are 
troubled.  Loneliness, grief and pain are part of human life, and the 
tender Christ-child knows this all too well. Churches all over 
Warrenton will share in a “Blue Christmas” service that 
acknowledges the sadness many people feel in the midst of the 
world’s celebration. 

WEEKEND WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE SPECIAL EVENTS

FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
• Saturday Night (5:30pm): A relaxed and joyful

celebration of God’s presence among us.
• First Light (Sunday at 8:00am): Our Saviour’s

early morning service is short and meditative.
• Sunday School for ALL AGES (Sunday at

9:00am).
• Organ & Choir (Sunday at 10:30am): Vintage Lu-

theranism: liturgical but not stuffy, with a con-
stant focus on God’s love, communicated
through the Word and Sacraments.
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WORSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR

ADVENT & 
CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, 11 December: The 3rd Sunday of Advent 
• “The Christmas Prequel” – a youth skit
• Sunday School children will sing in worship (both at 

10:30am)

Saturday, 17 December: Christmas Sing 
• Carols and hymns in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00am.

Sunday, 18 December: The 4th Sunday of Advent 
• A Service of Lessons and Carols (10:30am). We will hear

the tales of promise, and sing old favorite songs of hope
and joy.

• Children can visit with Santa after the service!

Wednesday, 21 December: Blue Christmas 
• Sacred space for people living through dark times.  An

ecumenical service at Warrenton United Methodist
Church, 341 Church St. (7:30pm)

Saturday: 24 December: Christmas Eve 
• Two services, at 4pm (led by Voices of Praise) and at

7:30pm (led by the organ and choir)

Sunday, 25 December: Christmas Day 
• Don’t like to drive at night? Join us for a single Sunday

service at 10:30am, accompanied by organ music.
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CHRISTMAS 
POINSETTIAS 

A tradition at Our Saviour, we once again 
have beautiful poinsettia plants to be spon-
sored and shared with the whole congrega-

tion and visitors during Christmas services. If 
you so choose, you make take home your 

plant(s) after the 10:30 am service on 
Christmas Day, December 25. 

The plants are $20.00 each and can be spon-
sored by completing the instructions on the or-
der form found HERE. This order form is a filla-
ble PDF that can be saved to your computer, 

completed and then emailed to the church office 
at office@oslc-warrenton.org or you can just 
print, handwrite in your information and submit 
to the church office either in person, through 
USPS or by placing it in with offerings during 

service. The deadline for sponsoring the plants 
— or donating to the flower fund — is Tuesday, 

December 20 at 11:00 am. 
Don’t hesitate to contact the 

church office with questions or re-
quest for assistance:  office@oslc-
warrenton.org or (540) 347-3224 

(Tue.-Fri. between 9am-3pm). 

https://oslc-warrenton.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SHARING-OF-POINSETTIAS_2022_FILLABLE-order-form_WEBSITE2.pdf
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
11 December at 9am 

At Sunday School on December 11, our elementary 
school aged children will enjoy seasonal songs, crafts, 
snacks, fun, and the Christmas story of the Christ Child! 
After the festivities, the children will sing at the 10:30 am 
worship service. The Senior Youth will performa skit called 
“The Christmas Prequel.” Be sure to stick around and 
enjoy this spectacular sight and sounds!  

LESSONS, CAROLS AND SANTA! 
 18 December at 10:30am 

Please invite your 
friends and their 
families to join Our 
Saviour Lutheran 
Church for a special 
Christmas event on 
Sunday, December 
18, 2022. 
There will be a ser-
vice of Lessons and 
Carols at 10:30 am, 
which features the 
reading of the nativity 
story and the singing 
of favorite carols.  
Following the service, 
the one and only 
Santa Claus will vis-
it with children in 
the fellowship hall. All 
are welcome! 
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SPIRITUALITY

ONLY CONNECT
By Pastor Michael Church 

Consider, if you will, the humble and familiar Christmas card: a fold-
ed sheet of heavy paper, with a picture on the font, perhaps of the 
infant Jesus, perhaps of happy Victorians tramping through the 
snow on their way to church, or sometimes an angel, or a garland of 
holly and ivy. Inside, there are a few printed words – merry, happy, 
joyous – and the handwritten signature of a friend or family member, 
often one you have not seen in months or even years.  
On one hand, the tradition of 
sending such cards seems 
odd, especially in a culture 
that seems to place ever-less 
value upon the Christian holi-
days. Many more Americans, 
I suspect, will send out little 
cards than will gather with others in worship. Would it not make 
sense for them to save the postage? 
But on the other hand, the sending of Christmas cards speaks to a 
deep human longing for connection. Friends and family members, 
separated by miles or by years, seize this opportunity to reach out 
to one another, to greet one another.  To … connect with one an-
other. 
The novel Howard’s End, by E.M. Forster, is about many things – on 
its face, the changing social norms on England in the years before 
World War I. But it contains a single phrase, repeated several times, 
which speaks to the author’s deeper purpose.  “Only connect,” one 
character insists, and readers ever since have seized upon the 
phrase, as if it had been written for each of them personally. 
We human beings yearn to be connected one to another.  God, hav-
ing made the world and declared it good, looked at Adam’s solitude 
and saw that it was not good enough. That is why Eve was made.  
Human beings were made for community, for company, for each  
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other.  As we are incomplete without God, so too we are incomplete 
without one another. 
This is not just religion, but also science.  A 2020 report  from the 
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
(NASEM) points out that more than one-third of adults aged 45 and 
older feel lonely, and nearly one-fourth of adults aged 65 and older 
are considered to be socially isolated. Such isolation is a health risk, 
raising the incidence of dementia, stroke, and other diseases. Some 
research suggests it is as dangerous as smoking. 
This is why people send out Christ-
mas cards, even if they are not 
aware of Christ: because what they 
are aware of is a deep, built-in  
yearning for connection. 
But cards are a mere sign of the 
connection that we really need, a 
declaration of intention. It is in gath-
ering with one another – over coffee, 
at a party, for a meal – that we fol-
low through, and make the connec-
tion we desire.  
Christianity is, in many ways, designed to make and celebrate con-
nection, both between God and his creation, and among us crea-
tures. Indeed, we believe that worship connects us even to the 
blessed dead. It is no coincidence that our central ritual is a shared 
meal, and that we speak of it as a holy communion, a sacred con-
nection. 
So hold parties. Join in worship. Even if you are most comfortable 
(as many people are) at home alone, send cards and letters, join us 
on our livestream services. You were not made to be alone.  And my 
prayer is that, during Advent and Christmas, you will connect more 
deeply and completely than ever – with each other and with God. 

The LORD God 
said, “It is not 
good that the 
man should be 
alone.” 

(Genesis 2:18)
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WANDERING THOUGHTS
to God’s Peace 

by Troy Stansell 

Do you prayer-wander? I know that I do, I often find my thoughts 
drifting or wandering to the worries of the day while I pray.  
I typically pray in a very structured way usually following the 
ACTS (Accolades, Confession, Thanksgiving, Self/Intercession) 
prayer formula that I was taught in confirmation or the Lord’s 
Prayer or other corporate prayers (I’m sure you are all shocked 
that an Engineer would be structured in his approach). So, when 
my thoughts wander, I admonish myself for slipping out of the 
structure and feeling guilty.  
Recently though, while studying an excerpt from the German 
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer on meditation and an unfamiliar 
translation of Philippians 4: 6-7, I’ve begun to rethink my ap-
proach to praying. 
Here is the Bonhoeffer excerpt: 

Do not become impatient with yourself. Do not get tied up in 
despair about being distracted.  Simply sit down again each 
day and wait patiently. If your thoughts repeatedly wander, do 
not try with clenched teeth to keep control of them. It does not 
hurt simply to let them wander occasionally to wherever they 
might go; then, however, incorporate into your prayer the place 
or person to which those thoughts have wandered. Thus, you 
will find our way back to the text, and the minutes spent in 
such digressions will not be lost, but neither will they torment 
you any longer. 

Here is Philippians 4:6-7 (in The Message): 
Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and 
praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your 
concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, 
everything coming together for good, will come and settle you 
down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces wor-
ry at the center of your life.” 
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Compare it to the more familiar version, Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV): 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

After contemplating the Bonhoeffer excerpt, I had one of those 
breakthrough moments about prayer. What if instead of admon-
ishing myself, I “lean in” into those wandering thoughts and 
shape my prayer around wherever my thoughts wander? For 
aren’t these wandering thoughts the very anxieties, fears, joys, 
troubles, and thanksgivings that we should be bringing to God in 
prayer?  
I can always pick back up the structured prayer where I left 
off. Leaning into my wandering thoughts, I’m becoming more 
open to see God at work in my daily life, seeing him at work in 
my daily anxieties and fears. Allowing him to “displace worry” 
and replace with his peace. 
I pray that the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

PRAY!
And let God worry 

Martin Luther, Letter to his wife (1546) 
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LEARNING
Our	Saviour	offers	opportunities	for	people	of	every	age	to	deepen	their	faith	and	
understanding	of	God’s	Word	at	work	in	the	world.	

TUESDAY 
The Ladies’ Bible Study meets at 10am in the church library, 
and is taking a careful look at Mark’s Gospel, using a book by Li-
sa Harper called “The Jesus We’re Aching For.” 

WEDNESDAY
CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders begins at 6pm 
sharp.  This is the Catechism Year, a look at the history and 
teaching of the Church.  Contact Pastor Michael for details. 

THURSDAY MORNING 
At 10am, Dave Raecke’s class meets in Room 6 and by Zoom. 
Their current subject is “I AM: Seven Powerful Claims of 
Christ.” Meeting ID = 324 473 7047 

THURSDAY EVENING 
Join Pastor Michael for a close look at the Biblical basis of next 
week’s sermon. 5pm by Zoom.  Meeting ID = 895 0940 7035 

SUNDAY 
Adults: Tom Bartkiewicz leads a study of Adam Hamilton’s book 
“The Journey.” Grab some coffee at 8:45 and join us at 9am in 
Room 6.  
In person AND by Zoom: Meeting ID = 837 8450 0891; 
Passcode = 285077 
Kids: Gather at 9am in the worship space for Singing with Miss 
Sally, and then break out into classes to learn the story of God’s 
love. 
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN

THE CHRISTMAS PREQUEL
An Advent skit by the high school youth of Our Saviour Lutheran 
Church to help prepare our hearts for the Birth of Christ will be 
presented on Sunday, December 11 during the 10:30 am worship 
service. On that same Sunday, the Sunday School Choir will sing 
Christmas carols. Come at 9:00am for treats during the Social 
Hour. 

WINTER CELEBRATION 
Synod Event High Schoolers,  January 27-29, 2023 

Winter Celebration will take place Friday, January 27 through 
Sunday, January 29. More information about how to register will 
be on our website soon, be on the lookout late in 2022 for regis-
tration forms. 
Winter Celebration is our annual weekend retreat for youth 
in 9th through 12th grade, as well as their adult advisors. 
We have Large Group gatherings that consist of singing, energy, 
comedy, worship and presentations on our event theme. After 
Large Group gatherings, participants gather in Small Groups 
and get to know other Lutheran youth from Virginia and discuss 
life, faith and other topics that arise throughout the weekend. 
On Saturday afternoon there is Free Time during which partici-
pants can continue to build relationships and have fun. Our an-
nual Talent Show is a great time to support your friends as well 
as show off a unique talent. 
In the evenings you will relax in your Cottage and gather with 
other youth and adults from your congregation, and other con-
gregations, to talk about how the weekend is going. 

  Early Registration ends Dec. 19, 2022!
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SERVICE

SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
October 2022 

OSLC On-Site Ministry: 
• Bags of Food:  16
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 19
• Gas Gift Cards:  25

People Helping People (Oct.): 
• $ 11,563 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities
• $ 52,600 total income
• Assisted: 32 households

o 28 adults
o 4 adults over 65 yrs. of age
o 22 children

• OSLC volunteer hours — not available

GIFT CARDS FOR WARRENTON MANOR
$10 GIFT CARD DONATIONS NEEDED 
The ECHO (Experienced Christians Helping Ourselves and Oth-
ers) Ministry invites the congregation to help the senior adults liv-
ing at the Warrenton Manor apartments celebrate Christmas in a 
simple way. In addition to hosting our usual monthly event, we 
want to give every apartment  a $10.00 gift card, tucked into a 
Christmas card from our ECHO volunteers. 
Could you help? Please purchase gift cards from Giant, Safe-
way, or Walmart in the amount of $10, and bring them to 
church no later than December 5th. They can be placed in the 
wooden offering box located on the table in the narthex or 
dropped off in the church office. Questions? Talk with Pastor 
Terri. Thank you for your support as we show our friends that The 
Babe in the Manger so long ago loves them now and always! 



13 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES
for Local Children   
OSLC and friends have an 
opportunity to again fill 
Christmas shoeboxes for 
children of families who 
come to Hope Heals on 
December 17, 2022. (Hope 
Heals is a non-profit, com-
munity freestore.) 
Here’s how YOU can help: 

1. Get an empty shoebox (or purchase a plastic shoebox)
2. Decide if your gift will be for a boy or girl and which age

category: 2-3 yrs., 4-5 yrs., 6-10 yrs., or 11-14 yrs. (Note:
For some children, this may be the only gift they get for
Christmas.)

3. Fill your shoebox with a variety of gifts* and, of possible,
find a small booklet or flyer about the true meaning of
Christmas. Then, wrap the shoebox in Christmas paper.

4. Attach a label or tag to the top of your box identifying boy
or girl and age category.

5. Bring your wrapped and labeled box(es) to the narthex of
Our Saviour Lutheran Church by Sunday, December 11.

★ Gift Suggestions (What would the age of boy or girl enjoy having
in their box?): small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, yo-yos, small
etch-a-sketch, slinky, pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons, markers,
stamps, ink pad sets, coloring books, pads or loose paper, tooth-
brush, toothpaste, socks, mittens, hats, gift card (ex: Walmart,
Chick-fil-A, McDonalds, etc.); for 11-14 yrs., deodorant and deo-
dorant shoe balls or sachets.
Contact Judy Raecke through your church directory (or by getting 
their contact info through the church office) with any questions or 
to find out how else you can help. 
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Pastor Terri & Pastor Michael

CONNECTIONS

THANK YOU! FROM THE PASTORS 
We wish to thank the congregation for helping us mark our years 
of ordained ministry. The dinner, music, stories, and conversation 
made the evening such a delight and gave us more to add to our 
memory boxes. We know that many hours of preparation went 
into it, and yet you managed to make it look effortless. Thank you 
for the cards and gifts, too. We are truly honored to serve God 
through the church, especially through OSLC. 
Sincerely, 

SING IN THE SEASON WITH ECHO 
For some holiday fun, please 
join ECHO (Experienced 
Christians Helping Ourselves 
and Others) for a Christmas 
Sing on Saturday, December 
17 at 10am.  
We will sing Christmas Car-
ols under the direction of 
Dean Kolb and the piano 
playing of Betty Shiflett. We 
will sing in the fellowship hall 
and enjoy refreshments af-
terwards.  
Contact Marian Rognlien through the church directory or by get-
ting her info from the church office. No need to sign up. Bring 
some cookies if you like. 
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GIVING 
THE CHURCH IS AT WORK 
Consider a Year-End Gift

The work of the church never stops. 
Many people only see Our Saviour 
“at work” when we gather for wor-
ship. But there is so much more! 
This church is at work when a pastor 
sits by the bedside of a dying mem-
ber, offering prayers and consolation 
to those who need them most. 
The church is at work when the Quilters put together 200+ quilts 
and Marian Rognlein drives them to Lutheran World Relief. 
It is at work when our members volunteer their time for communi-
ty organizations, packing boxes of food for the Food Distribution, 
or offering direct assistance to the poor with People Helping 
People. 
It is at work when Shannon Scott helps Pastor Michael pass the 
faith on to confirmation students, or teaches adults to meditate 
and manage stress. 
At work when Sally Ducharme leads the Sunday School in music 
every weekend, or Dave Raecke guides his Thursday class 
through the complexities of Christian doctrine. 
Our Saviour never stops working to spread the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. And we are strengthened for this ministry by your gifts – 
your presence with us in prayer, your passion for service, and 
your donations of money. 
As the year winds down, many people like to give an extra gift to 
the people or organizations that they love.  Please consider mak-
ing a year-end to your church, as a gesture of love and support 
for everything we do together. 
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COUNCIL NEWS

CONGREGATION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
from November 2022 

Six members were elected to the 2023 Congregation Council, 
and Jerry Hoke and Renee Breeding were re-elected to the 
council. Michael Maher, Jana Frieslander, Karen Rocca, and Bob 
Springman were elected to their first terms on council. They re-
place Mike Miller, Mark Knisely, Krista Coyner, and Tamar Yager. 
Please congratulate the new members and thank those ending 
their time on council. 
Two members were re-elected to the Memorial and Endowment 
Trust Fund Committee: Ken McIlvoy and Tamar Yager. 
Changes were voted to the OSLC Constitution. One changed the 
“Memorial and Endowment Fund” to the “Memorial and Endow-
ment Trust Fund”. This was a first vote and will require a second 
vote in February 2023. The other changes were for the relocation 
of large policies from the Constitution to the Supplemental Policy 
Handbook. This was a second vote. 
The 2023 Ministry Spending Plan was approved as proposed by 
the Congregation Council. 
There was a presentation about the church roof. The roof has 
many leaks and will need to be replaced. The property committee 
and Congregation Council are working on this project. Four bids 
have been received and are being refined prior to accepting a 
bid. Look for more on this in the coming weeks. 
The meeting ended with a follow-up presentation on our visit to 
Hurley, Virginia. 
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
from November 2022 

Unfortunately, I was not able to be present for the November 
council meeting.  Here are the highlights as they have been re-
ported to me: 
- Received a report from Mike Burkholder on the roof replace-
ment.  Several bids have been received.  They do not all contain
the same items and have a wide range of costs.  Mike will work
with the contractors to get the bids revised so they all include the
same items.  We will then select a contractor based upon bids
with similar items.
- Began planning a Council retreat sometime in January.  Date
and venus are still to be determined.
- Mike Miller reports on progress toward restoring power and
lighting to the OSLC sign and replacement of the sign.  He is
working with Piedmont Printing on this project.
- Reviewed the financial reports for October, reviewed the team
reports, and approved the minutes from the October council
meeting.

God's Love to All, 

Jerry 
Jerry Hoke 
Council President 
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FINANCE 
Bonnie	McQuillan	is	our	Church	Treasurer

FINANCE	CORNER	
Prior 3 Months Income and Expenses 

(General Operating Budget) 

TOTAL	
OFFERING	

TOTAL	
EXPENDITURES	

AUGUST	2022	 $			40,260	 $			32,398	
SEPTEMBER	2022	 $			29,863	 $		36,338	
OCTOBER	2022	 $			32,677	 $		35,902	

YTD	 $	326,680	 $	350,863	

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  Our expenses for 
2022 have been averaging ~$35,000/month with income only 
averaging $32,688/month. 
The Ministry Spending Plan proposed by the Finance Commit-
tee was approved by the Congregation at the meeting in early 
November.  Income projections for 2023 showed a bit of in-
creased positivity, so there is hope our income and expense 
gap will lessen this coming year.  This, however, came with 
the painful freeze in salaries of our Pastors, staff and musi-
cians.  We feel parishioners are giving as their means allow, 
and for that we are grateful.  And we trust that Our Lord will 
provide as he always does! 
The Property Committee is waiting for a few more questions to 
be answered by the companies that have submitted bids to 
replace and repair our roof.  At that point they will make a rec-
ommendation to the congregation and, if approved, we will be 
asking for money for that project also.  Without yet officially 
asking, donations have come in for the roof in the amount of 
~$25,000!  That total coupled with the ~$17,000 which  was 
already in the fund puts us very close to halfway to our goal! 
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ENDOWMENT FUND 
Get Ready for 2022 Endowment Fund Distribution 

In January 2023, we will begin to dispense monies for new pro-
jects and initiatives from the OSLC Memorial and Endowment 
Fund.  You may recall that the annual disbursement of 5% of the 
end-of-year balance (less 10% of that amount sent to the Synod) 
is intended to be used to fund internal OSLC and community ini-
tiatives not included in the annual Ministry Spending Plan (MSP.) 
It is time to think about the requirements that your team or com-
mittee has needs that are over and above your MSP line item (if 
you have any).  Remembering that the M&E funds are quite lim-
ited, it will pay you to discuss with your peers and submit your 
requests as soon as possible.   
One important rule to keep in mind when requesting funds is to 
make sure that you request the full amount required for your pro-
ject (sometimes things like shipping, accessories, software, etc. 
get overlooked.) 
You can apply for your internal grant by completing the form that 
we will be happy to send to you upon request.  While the form 
can be completed on your computer, we do not allow for it to be 
emailed back to us automatically at this time.  You may contact 
Yvette at the church office and request she send you 
a 2022 Endowment Distribution Request Form. 
Thanks, 

Ken McIlvoy 

Memorial and Endowment Committee 



Are you interested in playing 
handbells or hand chimes? We 
currently have two fun groups ringing 
but could really use some more 
people! Please join us for our Winter/
Spring Session (January – May). 
Registration forms are available in 
the office.

Jingle Bells!
Jingle Chimes!   

Jingle All The Way!

If you have questions, please talk to Rhoda Thompson 
Saturdays at the 5:30 worship service, or whenever the bell 
choirs are playing, or get her contact information from the 
church office. Rhoda will contact you after you complete the 
registration form. Ringing groups will be organized according 
to availability and level of experience. Open to anyone age 5 
through adult.




