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For the musical setting of hymns marked with “ELW”, look in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal and 
for the musical setting of hymns marked with “W&P” look in the purple Worship & Praise paperback songbook. 

Both can be found in the pew backs. 

PRE-SERVICE SONG 

Gathering Song        O Come, O Come       Sung by VoP 

GATHERING 

Opening Song       Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers      ELW 244 
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

 
The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, 

shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 

in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 
 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free!

Welcome 

Lighting the Advent Wreath   In the Bleak Midwinter     Handbell Quartet 

The candles on the wreath remind us that Advent is a time of counting down the days 
until Christ is manifest among us. As the wreath is lit, handbells chime with joy. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess 

them to the one who is merciful and just. 
P God of new beginnings, 
C We confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from 

your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another 
and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your 
way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your 
coming among us. Amen. 



3 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit, you are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord.  

C Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C   Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading     Isaiah 11:1-10 
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear; 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9They will not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain; 
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for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 
 

10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Reading   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-1 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. R 
 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 
  you alone do wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  

Second Reading   Romans 15:4-13  
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
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 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel       Matthew 3:1-12 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Narrator:  Around the same time, a man called John began to travel, preach, and 
ritually wash people through baptism in the wilderness of Judea. John 
preached a stern but exciting message. 

John:   2 Repent! For the kingdom of heaven is near. 

Narrator: 3 John’s proclamation fulfilled a promise made by the ancient prophet 
Isaiah, who had said, “There will be a voice calling from the desert, 
saying, 

   Prepare the road for the Eternal One’s journey;  
   repair and straighten out every mile of our God’s highway.” 

Narrator: 4 John wore wild clothes made from camel hair with a leather belt around 
his waist—the clothes of an outcast, a rebel. He ate locusts and wild 
honey. 5 People from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and indeed from all around 
the river Jordan came to John. 6 They confessed their sins, and they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan.  

  (But John is not exactly warm to all those who come to him seeking 
cleansing.) 7 He told some Pharisees and Sadducees who came for the 
ritual baptism, 

John:   You children of serpents! You brood of vipers! Did someone suggest you 
flee from the wrath that is upon us? 8-9 If you think that simply hopping in 
the Jordan will cleanse you, then you are sorely mistaken. Your life must 
bear the fruits of turning toward righteousness. Nor are you correct if you 
think that being descended from Abraham is enough to make you holy and 
right with God. Yes, the children of Abraham are God’s chosen children, 
but God can adopt as daughters and sons anyone He likes—He can turn 
these stones into sons if He likes. 

  10 Even now there is an ax poised at the root of every tree, and every tree 
that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and tossed into the fire. 11 I 
ritually cleanse you through baptism as a mark of turning your life around. 
But someone is coming after me, someone whose sandals I am not fit to 
carry, someone who is more powerful than I. He will wash you not in water 
but in fire and with the Holy Spirit. 12 He carries a winnowing fork in His 
hand, and He will clear His threshing floor; He will gather up the good 
wheat in His barn, and He will burn the chaff with a fire that cannot be 
put out. 
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P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C  Praise to you, O Christ.  

Children’s Sermon  

Sermon  

Song of Day          O Day of Peace         ELW 711 
O day of peace that dimly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 

Guide us to justice, truth, and love, delivered from our selfish schemes. 
May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from envy find release,  

Till by God’s grace our warring world shall see Christ’s promised reign of peace. 
 

Then shall the wolf swell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce devour the small; 
As beasts and cattle calmly graze, a little child shall lead them all. 

Then enemies shall learn to love, all creatures find their true accord; 
The hope of peace shall be fulfilled, for all the earth shall know the Lord. 

Prayers of the People 
When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations for which you are 
thankful or that are in need of God’s care. 

MEAL 
Sharing Our Gifts 
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time and our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church. Please pass the baskets from front to 
back. You may also make an offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by clicking the 
“DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offertory Song        Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming      ELW 272 
Verses 1 & 3 only  

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung, 

It came, a flow’r so bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night. 

 
This flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness ev’rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 

From sin and death he saves us and lightens ev’ry load. 

Dialogue 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 

http://www.oslc-warrenton.org/
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C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope,  

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P  Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Sharing Holy Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you wish to receive 
Holy Communion, please come forward and stand around the altar.  
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Communion Song        Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus   Sung by VoP 

Prayer After Communion 
L Let us pray together. [A brief pause] 
C  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song       O Come, O Come Emmanuel      ELW 257 
Verses 1, 5 & 7 only  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heav'nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery.  (Refrain) 

 
O come, O King of nations, come, 
O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

refresh the hearts that long for you; 
restore the broken, make us new.  (Refrain) 

Dismissal 
L   Go in peace. Tell the world what God has done. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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