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For the musical setting of hymns marked with “ELW”, look in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal and for the musical 
setting of hymns marked with “W&P” look in the purple Worship & Praise paperback songbook. Both can be found in the pew backs. 

PRE-SERVICE SONG 

Gathering Song        Light of the World       Sung by VoP 

GATHERING 

Opening Song        All Earth is Hopeful        ELW 266 
All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

Furrows lie open for God’s creative task: 
This, the labor of people who struggle to see  

How God’s truth and justice set ev’rybody free. 
 

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
“A Virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”: 

She conceived him “God with us,” our brother, whose birth 
Restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 

 
Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
New highways opened, new protocols declared. 

Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
All clear ev’ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 
We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 

The same Lord Jesus today has come to live 
In our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 

Our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

Welcome 

Lighting the Advent Wreath    Away in a Manger   Handbell Quartet 
The candles on the wreath remind us that Advent is a time of counting down 
the days until Christ is manifest among us. As the wreath is lit, handbells chime 
with joy. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and 

confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
P God of new beginnings, 
C We confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed 

from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one 
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another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us 
again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living 

sign. By water and the Spirit, you are joined to this wonder. You have put 
on Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the 
Lord.  

C Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading    Isaiah 35:1-10 
 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

 the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
 and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
 the majesty of our God. 
 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 
 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
 “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
 He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
 He will come and save you.” 
 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
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 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
8A highway shall be there, 
 and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
 but it shall be for God’s people; 
 no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 
 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Dramatic Presentation    The Christmas Prequel 
Our young people will interpret Luke 1:5-15, concerning the birth of John the 
Baptist. 

Gospel       Matthew 11:2-11 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Narrator:  2John, meanwhile, was still in prison. But stories about the Anointed 
One’s teachings and healing reached him. So John sent his 
followers 3to question Jesus. 

John’s  
Followers: Are You the One we have been expecting as Savior for so long? Are 

You the One Scripture promised would come? Or should we expect 
someone else? 

Jesus:  4Go back and tell John the things you have heard and the things you 
have seen. 5Tell him you have seen the blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers cured, the deaf hear, the dead raised, and the good 
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news preached to the poor. 6Blessed are those who understand what 
is afoot and stay on My narrow path. 

Narrator: 7John’s disciples left, and Jesus began to speak to a crowd about John.  

Jesus:   What did you go into the desert to see? Did you expect to see a reed 
blowing around in the wind? 8No? Were you expecting to see a man 
dressed in the finest silks? No, of course not—you find silk in the 
sitting rooms of palaces and mansions, not in the middle of the 
wilderness. 9So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes. Yes, a 
prophet and more than a prophet. 10When you saw John, you saw the 
one whom the prophet Malachi envisioned when he said, 

  I will send My messenger ahead of You, 
and he will prepare the way for You.  

  11This is the truth: no one who has ever been born to a woman is 
greater than John the Baptist. And yet the most insignificant person 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C  Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon  

Song of Day      Prepare the Royal Highway       ELW 264 
Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 

God’s people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! 
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 

 
Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev’ry nation its tribute too may bring. 
All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing: 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word!

Prayers of the People 
When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations for which 
you are thankful or that are in need of God’s care. 
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MEAL 
Sharing Our Gifts 
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time and 

our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church. Please pass the baskets from front 
to back. You may also make an offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by 
clicking the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offertory Song         Bring Forth the Kingdom      W&P 22 
Verse 3 & Refrain Only  

You are a seed of the word, O people: 
Bring forth the kingdom of God! 

Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, 
Grow in the kingdom of God! 

 
Refrain:  Bring forth the kingdom of mercy, 

Bring forth the Kingdom of peace; 
Bring forth the kingdom of justice, 

Bring forth the city of God!

Dialogue 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope,  

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

http://www.oslc-warrenton.org/
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P  Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Sharing Holy Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you wish to 
receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand around the altar.  

Communion Song           Jesus Messiah         

He became sin, who knew no sin; 
That we might become His 
righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the 
cross. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. 

 
Refrain:   
Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names; 
Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
The Rescue for sinners, 
The Ransom from heaven; 
Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 

His body the bread, His blood the wine 
Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the 
veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so 
amazing.  (Refrain) 

 
Bridge:  All our hope is in You, 
All our hope is in You; 
All the glory to You, God, 
The Light of the world.  (Refrain)
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Prayer After Communion 
L Let us pray together. [A brief pause] 
C  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song        O Come, All Ye Faithful      ELW 283 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the king of angels: 

 
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  (Refrain) 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest:  (Refrain) 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  (Refrain) 

Dismissal 
L   Go in peace. Tell the world what God has done. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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