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For the musical setting of hymns marked with “ELW”, look in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal and for the musical 
setting of hymns marked with “W&P” look in the purple Worship & Praise paperback songbook. Both can be found in the pew backs. 

PRE-SERVICE SONG 

Gathering Song         Christmas Offering       Sung by VoP 
Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star, 

While angels sang to lowly shepherds; 
Three wise men seeking truth traveled from afar 

Hoping to find the child from Heaven; 
Falling on their knees, 

They bowed before the humble Prince of Peace. 
 

Refrain:  I bring an offering of worship to my King; 
No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing; 

Jesus, may You receive the honor that You're due; 
Oh Lord, I bring an offering to You. 

I bring an offering to You. 
 

The sun cannot compare to the glory of Your love; 
There is no shadow in Your presence; 

No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne, 
Before the Holy One of Heaven; 

It's only by Your blood, it's only through Your mercy, 
Lord I come.  (Refrain) 

 
Oh Lord, we bring an offering to You. 

GATHERING 

Opening Song       What Child is This        ELW 296 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you; 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

Welcome 
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Lighting the Advent Wreath      Infant Holy    Handbell Quartet 
The candles on the wreath remind us that Advent is a time of counting down 
the days until Christ is manifest among us. As the wreath is lit, handbells chime 
with joy. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and 

confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
P God of new beginnings, 
C We confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed 

from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one 
another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us 
again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living 

sign. By water and the Spirit, you are joined to this wonder. You have put 
on Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the 
Lord.  

C Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may 
receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
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WORD 

First Reading    Isaiah 7:10-16 
 10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not 
put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is 
it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat 
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Reading   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin,  and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  

Second Reading   Romans 1:1-7  
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring  
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about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 
6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel       Matthew 1:18-25 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Narrator:  18 So here, finally, is the story of the birth of Jesus the 
Anointed (it is quite a remarkable story): 

  Mary was engaged to marry Joseph, son of David. They hadn’t 
married. And yet, some time well before their wedding date, Mary 
learned that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, 
because he was kind and upstanding and honorable, wanted to 
spare Mary shame. He did not wish to cause her more 
embarrassment than necessary. 

  20 Now when Joseph had decided to act on his instincts, a 
messenger of the Lord came to him in a dream. 

Messenger  
of the Lord:  Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to wed Mary and bring her 

into your home and family as your wife. She did not sneak off and 
sleep with someone else—rather, she conceived the baby she now 
carries through the miraculous wonderworking of the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will have a son, and you will name Him Jesus, which means 
“the Lord saves,” because this Jesus is the person who will save 
all of His people from sin. 

Narrator: 24 Joseph woke up from his dream and did exactly what the 
messenger had told him to do: he married Mary and brought her 
into his home as his wife 25 (though he did not consummate their 
marriage until after her son was born). And when the baby was 
born, Joseph named Him Jesus, Savior.  

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C  Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon  
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Song of Day      O Little Town of Bethlehem       ELW 279 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

Refrain: You’re still the hope of Christmas. 
You’re still the light when the world looks dark. 

You’re still the hope of Christmas, 
You’re still the hope of my heart. 

 
For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!  (Refrain) 
 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in.  (Refrain) 

 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!  (Refrain)

Prayers of the People 
When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations for which 
you are thankful or that are in need of God’s care. 

MEAL 
Sharing Our Gifts 
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time and 

our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church. Please pass the baskets from front 
to back. You may also make an offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by 
clicking the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offertory Song            Emmanuel           W&P 36 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  

His name is called Emmanuel; 
God with us, revealed in us;  

His name is called Emmanuel. 

http://www.oslc-warrenton.org/
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Dialogue 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope,  

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P  Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Sharing Holy Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you wish to 
receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand around the altar.  

Communion Song           Joseph's Lullaby      Sung by VoP

Prayer After Communion 
L Let us pray together. [A brief pause] 
C  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 
P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song      Jesus, What a Wonderful Child     ELW 297 
Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child. 

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek and mild; 
New life, new hope, the child will bring. 

Listen to the angels sing: “Glory, glory, glory,”  
Let the heavens ring! 

Dismissal 
L   Go in peace. Tell the world what God has done. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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