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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
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GATHERING SONG     “O GOD OF MERCY, GOD OF LIGHT”  (ST. 1-3, 5)   #714 
Hymn numbers (#) are for the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Musical 
notes may be found in that book. 
 
1 O God of mercy, God of light, 
 in love and mercy infinite, 
 teach us, as ever in your sight, 
 to live our lives in you. 
 
2 You sent your Son to die for all, 
 that our lost world might hear your call; 
 oh, hear us lest we stray and fall! 
 We rest our hope in you. 
 

3 Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: 
 to feel for those his blood has bought, 
 that ev'ry deed and word and thought 
 may work a work for you. 
 
5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 
 may we each other's burdens share; 
 may we, where help is needed, there 
 give help as though to you

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt. 
GREETING  
The presiding minister greets the assembly in the words of 2 Corinthians 13:4. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE               (“ALL CREATION SINGS,”  SETTING 12) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW SETTING 4) 
We sing the Gloria in Excelsis, inspired by Luke 2:14.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may 
see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
FIRST READING: MICAH 6:1-8 

A reading from Micah. 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
1Hear what the Lord says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 
 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
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  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 
 6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 15 
1Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

who speak the truth from their heart;  
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not 

cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear 

the Lord. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their 
word. 

5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against 
the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 
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SECOND READING:  1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 
A reading from First Corinthians 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I 
will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.  
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God.  
25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no 
one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel with the words of John 6:68 

 
GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 5:1-12 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
1“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD ” (ST. 1-3, 5)         #669
1 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 From vain ambitions turn; 
 Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 
 with nobler zeal might burn. 
 
2 Speak out, O saints of God! 
 Despair engulfs earth's frame; 
 as heirs of God's baptismal grace, 
 the word of hope proclaim. 
 
3 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 The kingdom's task embrace; 
 redress sin's cruel consequence; 
 give justice larger place. 
 
5 Commit your hearts to seek 
 the paths which Christ has trod; 
 and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r, 
 rise up, O saints of God! 

 
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936 

Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  
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CREED 
An assisting minister may introduce the Creed.  

Let us confess the faith of the whole church, using the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
Cultivate humility in your church. Shape your church to be people of kindness, 
generosity, and justice. Teach us to boast only in the cross. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who 
seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, 
wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the work of mediators, diplomats, and all 
those who seek to make peace in our time. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. 
Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained 
us despite our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life together. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as 
foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work 
where it is least expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need 
(especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place, especially  
(names) and the martyrs of Japan. Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, 
persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your people always. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Online worshipers 
may greet one another in the “Comments” section. 
The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. 
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.  
OFFERTORY HYMN “WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN” (ST. 1-2)   # 686 
1 We give thee but thine own, 
 whate'er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

2 May we thy bounties thus 
 as stewards true receive, 
 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
 to thee our firstfruits give. 

 Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go 
free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful 
power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we 
magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water 
turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
The assembly sings the Sanctus, based on Isaiah 6:1-8 and Matthew 21:9. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Speaking for the assembly, the presider offers a sacrifice of praise & thanksgiving. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great 
is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 

death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming 
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again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as 
we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 

own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 

heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 
saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 
holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 
LORD’S PRAYER  
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of John 1:29. 

Behold the Lamb of God 
Who takes away the sin of the world. 

The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION  
When invited, gather at the altar, either kneeling or standing. All baptized 
Christians are welcome to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. Those who do not 
receive may cross their arms over their chest and receive a blessing. 
COMMUNION SONG 
Music is played during the distribution.  
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
When all have received, the people stand and the presiding minister offers a 
blessing.  

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this 
table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with 
you. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG “O MASTER, LET ME WALK WITH YOU”  #818 
1 O Master, let me walk with you 
 in lowly paths of service true; 
 tell me your secret; help me bear 
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
2 Help me the slow of heart to move 
 by some clear, winning word of love; 
 teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
 and guide them in the homeward way. 
 
3 Teach me your patience; share with me 
 a closer, dearer company, 
 in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
 in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
 
4 In hope that sends a shining ray 
 far down the future's broad'ning way, 
 in peace that only you can give; 
 with you, O Master, let me live. 

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt. 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Bible Readings  
for Daily Prayer  (January 30-February 5) 

 

Monday 
Psalm 37:1-17 
Ruth 1:1-18 
Philemon 1-25 

Tuesday 
Psalm 37:1-17 
Ruth 2:1-16 
James 5:1-6 

Wednesday 
Psalm 37:1-17 
Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22 
Luke 6:17-26 

Thursday 
Presentation of Our Lord (Candlemas) 

Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
Deuteronomy 4:1-14 
1 John 5:1-5 

Friday 
Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
Isaiah 29:1-12 
James 3:13-18 

Saturday 
Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
Isaiah 29:13-16 
Mark 7:1-8 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
Matthew 5:13-20 
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