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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
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GATHERING SONG   “SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER”   #423 
 
1 Shall we gather at the river, 
 where bright angel feet have trod, 
 with its crystal tide forever 
 flowing by the throne of God? 
 
Refrain 
 Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
 the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
 gather with the saints at the river 
 that flows by the throne of God. 
 
2 On the margin of the river, 
 washing up its silver spray, 
 we will walk and worship ever, 

 all the happy golden day.  Refrain 
3 Ere we reach the shining river, 
 lay we ev'ry burden down; 
 grace our spirits will deliver, 
 and provide a robe and crown.  

Refrain 
 
4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
 soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
 soon our happy hearts will quiver 
 with the melody of peace.  Refrain 
 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 
 

 

 
GREETING  
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE               (“ALL CREATION SINGS,”  SETTING 12) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW SETTING 4) 
We sing the Gloria in Excelsis, inspired by Luke 2:14.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into 
Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us 
all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 41:1-9 

A reading from Isaiah. 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 5Thus says God, the Lord, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 



 6 

  7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the Lord, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
PSALM: PSALM 29 

1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the 

beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice 
of splendor. 

5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of 
Lebanon; 
6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like 
a young wild ox. 

7The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh. 
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king 

forevermore. 
11O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of 

peace. 
 

SECOND READING:  ACTS 10:34- 
A reading from Acts. 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]:  
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“I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  
36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him.  
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day 
and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  
42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel with the words of John 6:68 
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GOSPEL: LUKE 2:15-21 MATTHEW 3:13- 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?”  
15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  
16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him.  
17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “GOD WHOSE ALMIGHTY WORD”     #673 
1 God, whose almighty word 
 chaos and darkness heard 
 and took their flight: 
 hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the gospel day 
 sheds not its glorious ray, 
 let there be light. 
 
2 Christ, who once came to bring, 
 on your redeeming wing, 
 healing and sight; 
 health to the troubled mind, 
 sight where illusions blind; 
 oh, now to humankind 
 let there be light. 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 
 life-giving, holy dove, 
 speed forth your flight; 
 move on the water's face 
 bearing the lamp of grace, 
 and in earth's darkest place 
 let there be light. 
 
4 Holy and blessed three, 
 glorious Trinity, 
 Wisdom, Love, Might: 
 boundless as ocean's tide, 
 rolling in fullest pride, 
 through the earth, far and wide, 
 let there be light. 
 

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt. 
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CREED 
An assisting minister may introduce the Creed.  

Let us confess the faith in which we were baptized, using the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for 
the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 
Holy God, you have given the church the holy name of Jesus, and in him we are 
your beloved children. Unite us in mission through the power of his Spirit. 
Make us worthy of the name we bear, the name in which we pray. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Renewing God, restore your glory to the earth. Awaken humanity to our kinship 
with all living things that depend on your provision. Teach us to care for the 
earth and safeguard its treasures for those who come after us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Peacemaking God, reconcile the nations. Lead those in conflict into negotiation, 
especially in areas of religious or ethnic strife (regions and situations may be 
named). End acts of aggression and violence carried out in your name. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Delivering God, rescue our siblings in any danger, especially in communities 
where disaster and disease threaten (especially). Move those in authority to 
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respond with speed and compassion. We pray for the safety of first responders, 
health care workers, and all who protect us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Healing God, raise up any who are bowed down with illness or sorrow. Deepen 
our care and concern for one another. We lift to you all who are undergoing 
transition in relationships, occupation, living situation, or health condition 
(especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Saving God, redeem us and grant us eternal peace. We give thanks for the 
faithful departed who now rest in your undying love, made known to us in Jesus 
our Emmanuel. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend 
all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 
need. 
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, money, and other 
gifts may be brought forward. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN “WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN” (ST. 1-2)   # 686 
1 We give thee but thine own, 
 whate'er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

2 May we thy bounties thus 
 as stewards true receive, 
 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
 to thee our firstfruits give. 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may the following prayer. 

Let us pray. 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 
through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
The assembly sings the Sanctus, based on Isiah 6:1-8 and Matthew 21:9. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another 
appropriate form. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great 
is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life. 

  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 

death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming 
again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as 
we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 

own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 

heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 
saints. 

  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of John 1:29. 

Behold the Lamb of God 
Who takes away the sin of the world. 

The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION  
When invited, gather at the altar, either kneeling or standing. All baptized 
Christians are welcome to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. Those who do not 
receive may cross their arms over their chest and receive a blessing. 
COMMUNION SONG 
Music is played during the distribution.  
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
When all have received, the people stand and the presiding minister offers a 
blessing.  

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this 
table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with 
you. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG  “SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE  #310
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
 Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
 manifested by the star 
 to the sages from afar, 
 branch of royal David's stem 
 in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
 anthems be to thee addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 
2 Manifest at Jordan's stream, 
 prophet, priest, and king supreme; 
 and at Cana wedding guest 
 in thy Godhead manifest; 
 manifest in pow'r divine, 
 changing water into wine; 
 anthems be to thee addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 

3 Manifest in making whole 
 weakened body, fainting soul; 
 manifest in valiant fight, 
 quelling all the devil's might; 
 manifest in gracious will, 
 ever bringing good from ill: 
 anthems be to thee addressed, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
 present in thy holy word; 
 grace to imitate thee now 
 and be pure, as pure art thou; 
 that we might become like thee 
 at thy great epiphany, 
 and may praise thee, ever blest, 
 God in flesh made manifest. 
 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt. 
 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Bible Readings  
for Daily Prayer  (January 9-15) 

 

Monday, January 9 
Commemoration of Adrian of Canterbury 

Psalm 89:5-37 
Genesis 35:1-15 
Acts 10:44-48 

Tuesday, January 10 
Psalm 89:5-37 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Acts 8:4-13 

Wednesday, January 11 
Psalm 89:5-37 
Isaiah 51:1-16 
Matthew 12:15-21 

Thursday, January 12 
Psalm 40:1-11 
Isaiah 22:15-25 
Galatians 1:6-12 

Friday, January 13 
Psalm 40:1-11 
Genesis 27:30-38 
Acts 1:1-5 

Saturday, January 14 
Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Kings 19:19-21 
Luke 5:1-11 

Second Sunday after Epiphany, 
January 15 

Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 
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