
 

The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
The pelican in her piety: Feeeding the newborn with her own 

life’s blood, an ancient symbol of Christ’s love or us.  

 
 

Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church 

Warrenton, VA 
OSLC-warrenton.org  



 2 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The confession is prayed. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
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GATHERING SONG      “COME ALL YOU PEOPLE”     #819 

Hymn numbers (#) are for the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Musical 
notes may be found in that book. 

 

1 Come, all you people, come and praise the Most High; 

 come, all you people, come and praise the Most High; 

 come, all you people, come and praise the Most High; 

 come now and worship the Lord. 

 

2 Come, all you people, come and praise the Savior; 
 come, all you people, come and praise the Savior; 

 come, all you people, come and praise the Savior; 

 come now and worship the Lord. 

 

3 Come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit; 

 come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit; 

 come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit; 

 come now and worship the Lord. 
 

Text: Alexander Gondo; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936, alt. 

Text © 1986 World Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland, and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music, notation and 
English paraphrase by I-to Loh. 

GREETING  

The presiding minister greets the assembly in the words of 2 Corinthians 13:4. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE               (“ALL CREATION SINGS,”  SETTING 12) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE        (ELW SETTING 4) 

We sing the Gloria in Excelsis, inspired by Luke 2:14.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we 

accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things 

we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

FIRST READING: SIRACH 15:15-20 

A reading from Sirach. 

 
15If you choose, you can keep the commandments, 

  and to act faithfully is a matter of your own choice. 

 16He has placed before you fire and water; 

  stretch out your hand for whichever you choose. 
 17Before each person are life and death, 

  and whichever one chooses will be given. 

 18For great is the wisdom of the Lord; 

  he is mighty in power and sees everything; 

 19his eyes are on those who fear him, 

  and he knows every human action. 

 20He has not commanded anyone to be wicked, 

  and he has not given anyone permission to sin. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 119:1-8   “ 

 1Happy are they whose way is blameless, 

  who follow the teaching of the Lord! 

 2Happy are they who observe your decrees 

  and seek you with all their hearts, 

 3who never do any wrong, 

  but always walk in your ways. 
 4You laid down your commandments, 

  that we should fully keep them. 

 5Oh, that my ways were made so direct 

  that I might keep your statutes! 

 6Then I should not be put to shame, 

  when I regard all your commandments. 

 7I will thank you with a true heart, 

  when I have learned your righteous judgments. 
 8I will keep your statutes; 

  do not utterly forsake me. 

SECOND READING:  1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-9 

A reading from First Corinthians 

1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as 

people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for 

you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are 

still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are 

you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 4For when 

one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not 

merely human? 

5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to 

believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 

the growth. 7So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who 

waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the 

labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s 

field, God’s building. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel with the words of John 6:68 

 

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 5:21-37 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of 

ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to 

judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you 

will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable 

to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of 

fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the 

altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and 

offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the 

way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the 

judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you 

will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say 

to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out 

and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your 

whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, 

cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members 

than for your whole body to go into hell. 
31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the 
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ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a 

divorced woman commits adultery. 
33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall 

not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I 

say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or 

by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 

King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 

black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this 

comes from the evil one.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL”   #612

Refrain 

 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 

 light of each tomorrow, 

 give us peace beyond our fear, 

 and hope beyond our sorrow. 

 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, 
 grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 

 

2 In the pain and joy beholding 

 how your grace is still unfolding, 

 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 

 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 
 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 

 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 

4 You who know each thought and feeling, 

 teach us all your way of healing; 

 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 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CREED 

An assisting minister may introduce the Creed.  

Let us confess the faith of the whole church, using the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 

him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Make your church a sign of life throughout the world. From children and new 

believers to missionaries and bishops, give lives of faith and purpose. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

Give growth where there seems to be no hope for life. In nations divided by war 

and hatred, especially Ukraine, Sudan, Ethiopia, and Mexico, empower 
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peacemakers with your Spirit. Where death holds sway, bring your promise of 

lifelife. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Encourage this congregation. Call us to a common purpose and keep us from 

quarrelling. Turn our hearts toward you and guide our leaders, so that our 

choices may bring new life to all people. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Bring healing to all who experience trauma, whether in mind, body or soul. 
Give courage to those struggling to repent and those seeking reconciliation. 

Nurture all in need (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Thanks be to you for the lives of all who have died in Christ (especially) . 

Teach us to follow them in your ways and gather us with them into the promise 

of eternal life with you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Online worshipers 

may greet one another in the “Comments” section. 

The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. 

CHOIR ANTHEM   

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.  
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OFFERTORY HYMN “WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN” (ST. 1-2)   # 686 

1 We give thee but thine own, 

 whate'er the gift may be; 

 all that we have is thine alone, 

 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

2 May we thy bounties thus 

 as stewards true receive, 

 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 

 to thee our firstfruits give. 

 Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go 

free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful 

power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we 

magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 

Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water 

turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

The assembly sings the Sanctus, based on Isaiah 6:1-8 and Matthew 21:9. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Speaking for the assembly, the presider offers a sacrifice of praise & thanksgiving. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great 

is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 

death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming 

again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as 

we are able; 
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we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 

own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 

heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 

formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 

saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 
holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER  

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of John 1:29. 

Behold the Lamb of God 

Who takes away the sin of the world. 

The assembly may be seated.  

COMMUNION  

When invited, gather at the altar, either kneeling or standing. All baptized 

Christians are welcome to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. Those who do not 

receive may cross their arms over their chest and receive a blessing. 

COMMUNION SONG 

Music is played during the distribution.  

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

When all have received, the people stand and the presiding minister offers a 

blessing.  

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this 

table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with 

you. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING SONG “O CHRIST OUR HOPE”  #604 

1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts' 

desire, 

 creation's mighty Lord, 

 redeemer of the fallen world, 

 by holy love outpoured, 
 by holy love outpoured: 

 

2 How vast your mercy to accept 

 the burden of our sin, 

 and bow your head in cruel death 

 to make us clean within, 

 to make us clean within. 

 
3 But now the bonds of death are 

burst, 

 the ransom has been paid; 

 you reign above at God's right 

hand, 

 in robes of light arrayed, 

 in robes of light arrayed. 

 

4 Oh, let your mighty love prevail 
 to purge us of our pride, 

 that we may stand before your 

throne 

 by mercy purified, 

 by mercy purified. 

 

5 All praise to you, ascended Lord; 

 all glory ever be 
 to Father, Son, and Spirit blest 

 through all eternity, 

 through all eternity! 

 
Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt. 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Bible Readings  
for Daily Prayer  (February 6-12) 

 

Monday 

Psalm 119:105-112 
2 Kings 22:3-20 
Romans 11:2-10 

Tuesday 

Psalm 119:105-112 
2 Kings 23:1-8, 21-25 
2 Corinthians 4:1-12 

Wednesday 

Psalm 119:105-112 
Proverbs 6:6-23 
John 8:12-30 

Thursday 

Psalm 119:1-8 
Genesis 26:1-5 
James 1:12-16 

Friday 

Psalm 119:1-8 
Leviticus 26:34-46 
1 John 2:7-17 

Saturday 

Psalm 119:1-8 
Deuteronomy 30:1-9a 
Matthew 15:1-9 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or Sirach 
15:15-20 
Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 
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