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= 
GATHERING 

Prelude 
 
Welcome 

The presiding minister may comment briefly upon the service of the day. 

The Confession of Sin  

Silence for reflection may be kept.  

The presider and assembly confess their sins, and pray for one another.  

Those burdened by a particular guilt are encouraged to speak with a pastor about 
Individual Confession and Absolution.  

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned by my own fault, in thought, word, 
and deed. 

I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me 
to everlasting life. 

Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all 
your sins. Amen. 

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned by my own fault in thought, word, 
and deed. 

I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring 
me to everlasting life. 

Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all 
your sins. Amen. 

 

Greeting  
The presiding minister greets the assembly in the words of 2 Corinthians 13:4. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Gathering Hymn      Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters     ELW 445 

 
 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

  



 

 4 

Kyrie               (“All Creation Sings,”  Setting 12) 
 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

 
Let us pray.  [A brief silence as we collect our thoughts.] 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to 
new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your prom-
ises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new 
birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by 
your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Children’s Sermon 

First Reading:  Genesis 12:1-4 

A reading from Genesis. 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 
curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 121 

 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes from the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep; 
 5the LORD watches over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore. 
 

Epistle:  Romans 4:1-5; 13-17 

A reading from Romans. 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according 
to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 
boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abra-
ham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to 
one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, 
such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 
law, neither is there violation. 

16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many na-
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tions”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Verse:  Return to the Lord       (Joel 2:13) 

 
 

Gospel Reading          John 3:1-17 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.”  

3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from above.”  

4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”  

5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  
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10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not un-
derstand these things? 

11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day   How Firm a Foundation    ELW 796 
 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
 
3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 
 
4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
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 and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

 
 

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, al

Creed 
We confess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
An assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer with these or similar words. 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

You alone are God. Sustain your church in its wilderness. Give wisdom to 
bishops, pastors, deacons and lay leaders. Counsel all who faithfully lead 
your people into the future. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You tend to pastures and deserts alike. Bless those who work the land, espe-
cially the farmers of Fauquier County, that the world may be nourished by 
the fruits of their labor. Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 

You know our temptations. Sustain us as we resist the devil and his ways. In-
still in all who govern a desire for your justice, that equity and peace would 
pervade all the regions and nations of the world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany 
refugees and immigrants, especially those running from violence in Ukraine, 
Ethiopia, Sudan and Mexico. In times of trouble, trauma, or illness, surround 
your people with your steadfast love (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age (in-
cluding …). Unite our prayers with theirs, until our wilderness journey is 
complete, and we rest in you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

MEAL 
Offering and Offertory Song 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 
need. 
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Offering Prayer 
 
A Let us pray.  [Brief silence.] 
 God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 

grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Dialogue 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface 
The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Eucharistic Prayer 
The presiding minister gives thanks on behalf of the assembly. 

Holy God, 
our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 
 

Holy things for a holy people. 
One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Communion 
 
All baptized Christians are invited to the Lord’s Table.  Those who do not receive 
may come forward, arms crossed, for a blessing.  If you are interested in the Sac-
rament of Holy Baptism, please speak to a pastor. 
 
Lamb of God   

 
Music During Communion    
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
A Let us pray. 
 Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in 

our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a 
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making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
SENDING 

Blessing 
 
P Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
Sending Song       Come Thou Font of Ev’ry Blessing ELW 807 
 

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 
 
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
 
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 

.

Dismissal 
 
A Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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A 
Bible Readings 

for Daily Prayer  (February 27-March 5) 
 

Monday 
Psalm 128 
Numbers 21:4-9 
Hebrews 3:1-6 

Tuesday 
Psalm 128 
Isaiah 65:17-25 
Romans 4:6-13 

Wednesday 
Psalm 128 
Ezekiel 36:22-32 
John 7:53—8:11 

Thursday 
Psalm 95 
Exodus 16:1-8 
Colossians 1:15-23 

 

Friday 
Psalm 95 
Exodus 16:9-21 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

Saturday 
Psalm 95 
Exodus 16:27-35 
John 4:1-6 

Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Some liturgical material copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS009239.  ||  New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License # 
710443-A for print and broadcast. 
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A 
WORSHIP in LENT 

 

Saturday and Sunday Services 
Our Saturday blended service and Sunday traditional services 

• Lent 1:  Weekend of February 26 –  Adam 

• Lent 2:  Weekend of March 5 - Abraham 

• Lent 3:  Weekend of March 12 – Moses 

• Lent 4:  Weekend of March 19 – David 

• Lent 5:  Weekend of March 26 – Lazarus 

• Palm Sunday: Weekend of April 10 – The Passion 
 

Wednesday: Evening Prayer 
We sing the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer service at 7:oopm. 

• March 1 

• March 8 

• March 15 

• March 22 

• March 29 
 

Holy Week and Easter Services 

Maundy Thursday  (6 April, 7pm) 
A celebration of the Last Supper & Communion Class Blessing 

Good Friday (7 April, Noon and 7pm) 
Spoken prayer at noon, and the Service of Darkness in the evening. 

The Great Vigil (8 April, 5:30pm) 
A journey through the history of salvation 

Easter Sunrise Matins (9 April, 6:30am) 
As the sun rises in the east, we rejoice in the rising of Christ. 

Easter Communion (9 April 10:30am) 
Sing out, earth and skies! 

 


