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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly upon the service of the day. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG         “JESUS SHALL REIGN”    #434 

Hymn numbers (#) are for the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

 does its successive journeys run; 

 his kingdom stretch from shore to 

shore, 

 till moons shall wax and wane no 

more. 
 

2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 

 and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his name like sweet perfume shall rise 

 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 
 

3 People and realms of ev'ry tongue 

 dwell on his love with sweetest song; 

 and infant voices shall proclaim 

 their early blessings on his name. 

4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 

 the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 

 the weary find eternal rest, 

 and all who suffer want are blest. 
 

5 Let ev'ry creature rise and bring 

 peculiar honors to our king; 

 angels descend with songs again, 

 and earth repeat the loud amen. 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 
 

 

GREETING  

The presiding minister greets the assembly in the words of 2 Corinthians 13:4. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

  



 4 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE       (ELW SETTING 10) 

We sing the Gloria in Excelsis, inspired by Luke 2.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in 

you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



 5 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

FIRST READING:  ZECHARIAH 9:9-12 

A reading from Zechariah. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 Lo, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 145:8-14 

8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding 

in steadfast love. 
9LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.  
10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless 

you. 
11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 
12that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your 

kingdom.  
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures 

through- out all ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and 

loving in all your works. 
14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
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SECOND READING:  ROMANS 7:15-25A 

A reading from Romans. 

15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 

very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 

good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 

me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can 

will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the 

evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I 

that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 

hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my 

members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the 

law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will 

rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ 

our Lord! 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 11:16-19, 25-30 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It 

is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 

vindicated by her deeds.” 

25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 

revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All 

things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        “SOFTLY AND TENDERLY”   #608 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

 calling for you and for me. 

 See, on the portals he's waiting and 

watching, 

 watching for you and for me. 

 

Refrain 

 "Come home, (Come home,) 

 come home! (come home!) 

 You who are weary, come home." 

 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 

 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is 

pleading, 

 pleading for you and for me? 

 Why should we linger and heed not his 

mercies, 

 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 

 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has 

promised, 

 promised for you and for me! 

 Though we have sinned, he has mercy 

and pardon, 

 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 
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THE CREED 

An assisting minister may introduce the Creed.  

Let us confess the faith of the whole church, using the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers 

for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Set it free from persecution where it is unwelcome 

and from arrogance where it has grown complacent. Make each Christian a 

messenger of your grace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the natural world.  Cleanse polluted skies and waterways, heal 

the forests of Canada and Brazil. Make fields fertile and harvests rich. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for peace. End the violence in Ukraine, Sudan and everywhere. Give 

justice to the oppressed and teach compassion to the oppressor.  Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for our partners in Hurley, Virginia, and for our team of 

missionaries going to visit them. Help those in every place who have no 

money, who lack safe houses and clean water. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We pray for those carrying heavy burdens.  Heal those who are sick, console 

those who grieve, and make your presence known among all who suffer, 

(especially). Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

We give thanks for the blessed dead, especially (names). Inspire us by the 

good they accomplished, and forgive them for their failures. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of 

the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Online 

worshipers may greet one another in the “Comments” section. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. 

OFFERTORY HYMN “We Give Thee But Thine Own”             ELW 686 

As the offering is brought forward, the assembly stands.  

1 We give thee but thine own, 

 whate'er the gift may be; 

 all that we have is thine alone, 

 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

2 May we thy bounties thus 

 as stewards true receive, 

 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 

    to thee our firstfruits give. 

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.

OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness 

in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

The assembly sings the Sanctus, based on Isaiah 6:1-8 and Matthew 21:9. 

 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

Speaking for the assembly, the presider offers a sacrifice of praise & thanksgiving. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great 

is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 

death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming 

again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as 

we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 

Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of 

bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 

heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 

formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 

saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER  

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of Psalm 34: 

Taste and see that the Lord is good: 

Happy are they who take refuge in him. 

The assembly may be seated.  
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LAMB OF GOD 

We sing the canticle Agnus Dei, based on John 1:29.  

 
COMMUNION  

When invited, gather at the altar, either kneeling or standing. All baptized 

Christians are welcome to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. Those who do not 

receive may cross their arms over their chest and receive a blessing. 

COMMUNION SONG 

Music is played during the distribution.  

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

When all have received, the people stand and the presiding minister offers a 

blessing.  

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your 

banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through 

the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING SONG      “O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES”  #888 

Refrain 

Just a closer walk with thee, 

 grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 

 daily walking close to thee, 

 let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

1 I am weak but thou art strong: 

 Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

 I'll be satisfied as long 

 as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  

Refrain 

 

2 Through this world of toil and snares, 

 if I falter, Lord, who cares? 

 Who with me my burden shares? 

 None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  

Refrain 

 

3 When my feeble life is o'er, 

 time for me will be no more; 

 guide me gently, safely o'er 

 to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  

Refrain 

 
Text: North American traditional 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE    
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BIBLE READINGS 
For Daily Prayer 

 
July 10-16, 2023

Monday 
Psalm 131 

Jeremiah 27:1-11, 16-22 

Romans 1:18-25 

Tuesday 
Psalm 131 

Jeremiah 28:10-17 

Romans 3:1-8 

Wednesday 
Psalm 131 

Jeremiah 13:1-11 

John 13:1-17 

Thursday 
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

Isaiah 48:1-5 

Romans 2:12-16 

Friday 
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

Isaiah 48:6-11 

Romans 15:14-21 

Saturday 

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

Isaiah 52:1-6 

John 12:44-50 

Sunday (Lectionary 15) 
Isaiah 55:10-13 

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
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