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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE    

Please observe a prayerful silence as we prepare to worship. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

The assembly stands and turns to face the cross at the entrance. 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG        GOD IS HERE      #526 

Hymn numbers (#) are for the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 

1 God is here! As we your people 

 meet to offer praise and prayer, 

 may we find in fuller measure 

 what it is in Christ we share. 

 Here, as in the world around us, 

 all our varied skills and arts 

 wait the coming of the Spirit 

 into open minds and hearts. 

 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 

 of our lifelong need of grace; 

 here are table, font, and pulpit; 

 here the cross has central place. 

 Here in honesty of preaching, 

 here in silence, as in speech, 

 here, in newness and renewal, 

 God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

 

3 Here our children find a 

welcome in the Shepherd's 

flock and fold; here as bread 

and wine are taken, Christ 

sustains us as of old. Here the 

servants of the Servant seek in 

worship to explore what it 

means in daily living to believe 

and to adore. 

 

4 Lord of all, of church and 

kingdom, in an age of change 

and doubt, keep us faithful to 

the gospel; help us work your 

purpose out. Here, in this day's 

dedication, all we have to give, 

receive; we, who cannot live 

without you, we adore you! We 

believe!
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

.GREETING  

The presiding minister greets the assembly in the words of 2 Corinthians 13:4. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 

live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let 

us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE             #677 

Children are invited to come to the front for a brief lesson while we all sing. 

This little light of mine, I’m goin’-a let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m goin’-a let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m goin’-a let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 45:1-7 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

  whose right hand I have grasped 

 to subdue nations before him 

  and strip kings of their robes, 

 to open doors before him— 

  and the gates shall not be closed: 

 2I will go before you 

  and level the mountains, 

 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

  and cut through the bars of iron, 

 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 

  and riches hidden in secret places, 

 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

  and Israel my chosen, 

 I call you by your name, 

  I surname you, though you do not know me. 

 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

  besides me there is no god. 
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  I arm you, though you do not know me, 

 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

 7I form light and create darkness, 

  I make weal and create woe; 

  I the LORD do all these things. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 96:1-13 

  1Sing to the LORD a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 

 3Declare God’s glory a-among the nations 

  and God’s wonders a-among all peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 

  more to be feared than all gods.  

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD hon-or and power. 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  

 9Worship the LORD in the beau-ty of holiness; 

  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 

 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge 

the peoples with equity.” 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is 

therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 

  for you come to judge the earth. 

 13You will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with your truth.  
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SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10 

A reading from First Thessalonians. 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  

  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

  Grace to you and peace. 

 

 2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor 

of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers 

and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the 

gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 

with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among 

you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 

persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that 

you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the 

word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 

but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to 

speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 

welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a 

living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 

the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 22:15-22 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

5Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they 

sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 

that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
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deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, 

what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware 

of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show 

me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to 

them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” 

Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 

emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they 

were amazed; and they left him and went  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS             #597

1 My hope is built on nothing less 

 than Jesus' blood and righteousness;  

no merit of my own I claim,  

but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

 

Refrain 

 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

 all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2 When darkness veils his lovely face, 

 I rest on his unchanging grace; 

 in ev'ry high and stormy gale 

 my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 

 

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood 

 sustain me in the raging flood; 

 when all supports are washed away, 

 he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 

 

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

 oh, may I then in him be found, 

 clothed in his righteousness alone, 

 redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 

T Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples 

may be adapted or used as appropriate. 

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, your Spirit animates the church throughout the world and binds 

believers near and far into the body of Christ. Equip us for the work of faith, and 

enlarge our hearts for the labor of love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Creating God, the sea roars, the earth rejoices, and the heavens are glad at the 

wonder of all you have made. Bless the work of ecologists and conservationists 

and all those who safeguard the riches of creation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, your rule and authority is over the cosmos. As you once worked 

through the ruler Cyrus for the good of your people, accomplish your purposes 

through the work of elected leaders and public servants (especially). Guide them 

with your wisdom and compassion. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Caring God, your arms enfold all who are lonely, oppressed, despairing, sick, 

and suffering (especially). Pour out your abundant mercy on all whom this world 

has neglected, abandoned, and forgotten, that they may know your joy. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, all our life belongs to you. When earthly idols threaten to lead 

your church astray, remind us that you alone are the source of our eternal hope. 

Direct the work of church treasurers, councils, and all who manage financial 

matters. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Everlasting God, the saints of every age have sung your praise and shared your 

word. We give you thanks for their witness and pray that we may join them as 

citizens of your unending kingdom. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Online 

worshipers may greet one another in the “Comments” section. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING     

While the organ plays, an offering is gathered for the mission of the church. 

OFFERTORY HYMN PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSING FLOW                       

As the offering is brought forward, the assembly stands.  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
   Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

OFFERING PRAYER 

The assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. 

We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. 

Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

PREFACE  
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

The assembly sings the Sanctus, based on Isaiah 6:1-8 and Matthew 21:9 

 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

Those with hearing difficulty may follow the text below as the presider offers a 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

 

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,  

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 

and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER  

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen.                   

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Jesus invites you to this table. 

Come, eat and live. 

The assembly may be seated.  
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LAMB OF GOD 

We sing the canticle Agnus Dei, based on John 1:29 

 

COMMUNION    

When invited, gather at the altar, standing or kneeling. Receive the Body of Christ 

in your hand. When the cup is offered, you may drink from it or dip the bread into 

it. If you prefer not to receive one or both elements, indicate this by crossing your 

arms in front of your chest and the minister will offer you a blessing. 

If you require a gluten free wafer, please let the pastor know before the service. If 

you desire to have the sacrament brought to your seat, simply notify an usher. 

 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the elements of bread and wine. All 

baptized Christians are welcome to receive him there. To learn about being 

baptized, speak to a pastor. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION   

The organ plays as the people come forward. 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Blessed be your name, O God, 

for we have feasted on your Word, 

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 

Strengthened by this food, 

send us to gather the world to your banquet, 

where none are left out and all are satisfied. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING SONG       GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY    #705

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

 on your people pour your pow'r; 

 crown your ancient church's story; 

 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the facing of this hour, 

 for the facing of this hour. 

 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

 From the fears that long have bound us 

 free our hearts to faith and praise. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the living of these days, 

 for the living of these days, 
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3 Cure your children's warring madness; 

 bend our pride to your control; 

 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

 rich in things and poor in soul. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 

 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

 to the evils we deplore; 

 let the gift of your salvation 

 be our glory evermore. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 serving you whom we adore, 

 serving you whom we adore. 
Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969 

 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

 

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 

Monday, October 23, 2023 

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New 

Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are 

uncertain whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the church in 

Jerusalem. 

Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; Paul Gerhardt, died 

1676; hymnwriters 

Thursday, October 26, 2023 

These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of 

war and plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one 

week. He wrote "O Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for 

night is flying." Heermann's hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the 

emotions of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, was a 

pastor in Berlin. 

Simon and Jude, Apostles 

Saturday, October 28, 2023 

We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or Cananean in 

New Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper 

why he had revealed himself to the disciples but not to the world. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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