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A Christmas Poem 
 
This is a poem by St. Hildebert, Archbishop of Tours (1055-1133).  It was translated by 
John Mason Neale, an Anglican priest. 
 
 

Two Suns appear to man to-day: one made, 
One Maker: one eternal, one to fade. 
One the stars' King; the King of their King, one: 
This makes, – that bids him make, – the hours to run. 
 
The Sun shines with the True Sun, ray with ray, 
Light with light, Day with Him That makes the day. 
Day without night, without seed bears she fruit, 
Unwedded Mother, Flower without a root. 
 
She than all greater: He the greatest still: 
She filled by Him Whose glories all things fill. 
That night is almost day, and yields to none, 
Wherein God flesh, wherein Flesh God, put on. 
 
The undone is done again; attuned the jar: 
Sun precedes day: the Morn, the morning star. 
True Sun, and Very Light, and Very Day: 
God was that Sun, and God its Light and ray. 
 
How bare the Virgin, ask'st thou, God and man? 
I know not: but I know God all things can. 
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GATHERING 
God brings us together in repentance and joy 

PRELUDE          
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All stand as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly upon the service of the day, and then 
invites the assembly to confess. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in 
your presence as your children. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger. Forgive 
our greed and rejection of your ways. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. Forgive our 
self-interest and lack of vision. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King. Forgive 
our reluctance to seek you. We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness, beginning with the words of 
Ephesians 2:4-5. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   Angels from the Realms of Glory    # 275

 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
As the song concludes, the presiding minister and the assembly greet one another with 
the words of 2 Corinthians 13:14 . 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  Angels We Have Heard on High   #289       

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on 
our human nature and to illumine the world with your light. By 
your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING 
A reading from Isaiah.         (Isaiah 61:10-62:3) 

 will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; I 



 6 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 
 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM      (Psalm 148) 
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the 

heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were 

created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that 

shall not pass away. 
7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the 

world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together. 
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, 

whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
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14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for 
all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near 
the LORD. Hallelujah! 

 
SECOND READING: 

A reading from Galatians        (Galatians 4:4-7) 

hen the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, 5in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, 
and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel in the words of Colossians 3:15 & 16. 

Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,  
and let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Alleluia.  

 
GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

hen the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 

W 

W 



 8 

saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 
 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the 
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     LO HOW A ROSE   # 27 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
e believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

e believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
e believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

W 
W 

W 
W 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Prayers are offered for the church, the world, and all in need.  After each petition: 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our 
prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 

A brief silence. 
You are the source of love and joy, of hope and reconciliation.  Bless 
bishops, pastors, deacons and lay leaders, so that these gifts may be found 
in your church by all who seek them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your praise is sung throughout creation in all times and seasons. As the 
new year turns, ground us in your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us 
attentive to the rhythms of the cosmos and inspire us to live in harmony 
with all the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the sake of the 
most vulnerable. We pray especially for organizations working on behalf 
of children to provide basic needs, to protect from abuse and neglect, to 
address trauma, and to rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for all ages and 
generations, and for all people in the fullness of their being. Raise up the 
gifts and the witness of people who are neurodivergent, living with 
disability, or bearing invisible illness. Teach us to honor the wisdom of 
children, the inquisitiveness of youth, the thoughtfulness of adults, and 
the knowledge of elders Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been waiting for 
salvation and wholeness. We pray for anyone living with cancer or 
chronic illness, all people who are in physical rehabilitation or addiction 
recovery, and those experiencing complications from long COVID 
especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and 
departed this life in peace (especially). Sustain us in joy until we join them 
around your throne. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your 
abundant grace. 
Amen.  
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 
OFFERING          
As the offering is gathered, we remain seated and sing.  
     Let All Mortal Flesh     ELW 490 

 
OFFERING PRAYER        
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray together. [A brief silence] 
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have 
offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and 
gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to 
share with all the world the abundance of your grace 
upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made 
flesh. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among 

us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of Isaiah 9:6: 

Unto us a Child is born,  
Unto us a Son is given 

The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper.  Those who do not 
receive may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest, and receive a 
pastoral blessing. Those who refrain from either or both may do so trusting that Christ 
is truly present for them according to his promise.  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
Music will play as all come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Christ.   
 
BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister gives 
a table blessing. 

May the true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood 
bless you and preserve you unto everlasting life. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION       
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of 
grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send 
us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with 
the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SOLEMN BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly 

When he came to us as a man, the Son of 
God scattered the darkness of this world, 
and filled this holy day with his glory. May 
the God of infinite goodness scatter the 
darkness of sin and brighten your hearts 
with holiness.   
Amen!   
God sent his angels to shepherds to herald 
the great joy of our Savior's birth. May the 
God of infinite mercy fill you with joy and 
make you heralds of his gospel.   
Amen!   
When the Word became flesh, earth was joined to heaven. 
May the God of infinite love give you His peace and good will, 
and fellowship with all the heavenly host.   
Amen!   
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, ☩ and 
the Holy Spirit.  
Amen!    
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SENDING SONG   Love Has Come        # 292 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Christ is with us. 
Thanks be to God. 
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