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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The assembly stands. The service continues with gathering song. 
  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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GATHERING SONG 
Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult    ELW 696 
 
1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
 of our life's wild, restless sea, 
 day by day his clear voice sounding, 
 saying, "Christian, follow me": 
 
2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it 
 by the Galilean lake, 
 turned from home and toil and kindred, 
 leaving all for Jesus' sake.   
 
3 Jesus calls us from the worship 
 of the vain world's golden store, 
 from each idol that would keep us, 
 saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 
4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 
 days of toil and hours of ease, 
 still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
 "Christian, love me more than these." 
 
5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 
 Savior, may we hear your call, 
 give our hearts to your obedience, 
 serve and love you best of all. 
 
Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 

GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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 CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless 
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated.  
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FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 
A reading from 1 Samuel. 
 1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 
the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 
was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran 
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie 
down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know 
the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 
him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was 
calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, 
you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place. 
 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1LORD, you have | searched me out; 
  O LORD, you | have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with | all my ways. 
 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your | hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my | mother’s womb. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  
 15My body was not hidden from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were 
written in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the sum of them! 
 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the 
stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. 
The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 
body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members 
of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The 
two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but 
the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are 
not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (JOHN 1:41, 17) 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Alleluia.  We have found | the Messiah:* Jesus Christ, who brings us | grace and truth. Alleluia.  

GOSPEL: JOHN 1:43-51 
The holy gospel according to Saint John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom 
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, 
“I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, 
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will 
see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
Here I Am, Lord        ELW 574 
 
1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in dark and sin 
 my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send?" 
 
Refrain 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the 

night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my 

heart. 
 

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. 
 They turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 
3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 Text © 1981 OCP Publications, 
Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.

 

CREED 
Let us profess the faith of the whole church, using the Nicene Creed.  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
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and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may 
be adapted or used as appropriate. 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on 
the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the leaders of 
your church (especially) be trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all its 
resources and outreach bring hope and healing to communities. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. Heal 
areas of the world harmed by human greed. Restore those recovering from natural 
disaster. Protect our forests and waterways and all the creatures that live in them. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, God of 
wisdom. Give them visions of justice and unity. Lead them to action that promotes 
equitable partnership and uplifts those on the margins of society. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You who know 
our inner hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, victims of racism or 
cultural bias, and all who long for respite or restoration (especially). God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we 
remember all who have died and are at peace among the saints (especially … and 
Martin Luther King Jr. whose faithful advocacy for peace and justice continues to 
embolden the church). God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ.  
 
 
 
 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY ANTHEM “All Shall Be Well Now”   Adult Choir  
OFFERTORY SONG        ELW 181 
We rise to sing 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 
Let us pray together. 
Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and 
cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek 
and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
  

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
PREFACE 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day: 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 
wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanks. 
Blessed are you, O holy God: by ou are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful 

word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be 
a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness and 
revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 

promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in 
your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we 
may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of Isaiah 60. 
Arise, shine, the Light has come. 
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.  
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
COMMUNION 
We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized 
Christians are invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a 
pastor. 
You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body 
into the Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your 
arms in front of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. 
Those who refrain may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his 
promise. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to 
life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
SENDING SONG 
How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord     ELW 580  
 
1 How clear is our vocation, Lord,  

when once we heed your call 
to live according to your word 
and daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
that you are Lord of all,  
and will not let us fall. 

 
2 But if, forgetful, we should find 

your yoke is hard to bear; 
if worldly pressures fray the mind 
and life itself cannot unwind 
its tangled skein of care:  
our inward life repair. 
 
 
 

3 We marvel how your saints become  
in hindrances more sure;  
whose joyful virtues put to shame  
the casual way we wear your name, 
and by our faults obscure  
your pow'r to cleanse and cure. 
 

4 In what you give us, Lord, to do,  
together or alone, 
in old routines or ventures new, 
may we not cease to look to you,  
the cross you hung upon, 
all you endeavored done. 

 
 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1982 Hope Publishing 
Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968 
Monday, January 15, 2024 
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent 
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and 
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated 
on April 4, 1968. 
 
Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024 
One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable 
inheritance and became a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks who 
devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and labor. 
 
Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024 
Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit 
(a solitary monk) and organized others into a religious community. His rule for 
monasteries influenced later ones in both the Eastern and Western churches. 
 
Confession of Peter 
Thursday, January 18, 2024 
Today the church remembers the apostle Peter's great acknowledgement of Jesus as 
"the Christ, the Son of the living God." This festival serves as a fitting beginning to 
the week in which we particularly pray that all Christians might be united in faith 
and witness. 
 
Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, died 1156 
Friday, January 19, 2024 
When Erik, King of Sweden, determined to invade Finland for the purpose of 
converting the people there to Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is 
recognized as the patron saint of Finland. 

 


