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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service, and then says:  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
Beloved in Christ: Do you confess that by your own sins you have earned God’s 
wrath? 
I confess it. 
Do you truly regret these sins? 
I regret them. 
Do you forgive all those who have sinned against you? 
I forgive them. 
Are you trying to live according to the will of God? 
I am trying. 
Do you believe that God forgives sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ? 
I believe it. 
Then may it be unto you according to your faith. 
Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all your 
sins.  
Amen. 
 
  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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GATHERING SONG 
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross   ELW 335 
 
1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
 there's a precious fountain; 
 free to all, a healing stream 
 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 
Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 
2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 
 
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
 bring its scenes before me; 
 help me walk from day to day 
 with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 
 
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
 hoping, trusting ever, 
 till I reach the golden strand 
 just beyond the river.  Refrain 
 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and 
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
Children come forward as we sing: 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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PSALM 51:1-12 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me  from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil  in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right  in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom  deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear  joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken  may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 
SECOND READING: HEBREWS 5:5-10 
A reading from Hebrews. 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the 
one who said to him, 
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, 
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
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The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
The holy gospel according to Saint John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to 
him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 
 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          I Want Jesus to Walk with Me               ELW 325

1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 all along my pilgrim journey, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my heart is almost breaking, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

 
 
 
 
 
CREED 
Let us affirm the faith in which we were baptized, using the Apostles’ Creed.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you promised through your Son Jesus 

Christ to hear us when we pray in faith. 
Strengthen Phyllis our bishop and all your Church in the service of Christ, that 

those who confess your name may be united in your truth, live together in 
your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 
Bless and guide Joseph our President; give wisdom to all in authority; and direct 

this and every nation in the ways of justice and of peace; that we may honor 
one another, and seek the common good. Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 
Give grace to us, our families and friends, and to all our neighbors, that we may 

serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. Father of mercies, 
Hear our prayer. 
Other intercessions may be added. 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit …; give them 

courage and hope in their troubles; and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 
Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ …; 

according to your promises, grant us with them a share in your eternal 
kingdom. Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of [N and of] all your saints, we commend ourselves 

and the whole creation to your unfailing love. Father of mercies, 
Hear our prayer. 
Help your servants, O blessed Trinity, and turn our hearts always back to you. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ.  
OFFERING  
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OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 186 
We rise to sing 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 
Let us pray together. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day: 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 
grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, 

wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 
You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the 

rock. 
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, 

pouring out his life for the world. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your salvation 

for all this thirsty world. 
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this 

feast: wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of 
Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of Matthew 4:4. 
One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
LAMB OF GOD 



 13 

 
COMMUNION 
We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized 
Christians are invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a 
pastor. 
You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body 
into the Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your 
arms in front of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. 
Those who refrain may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his 
promise. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 
peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG 

LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING   ELW 545 

1 Lord, dismiss us with your 
blessing, 

 fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
 let us each, your love possessing, 
 triumph in redeeming grace. 
 Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 
 trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 
2 Thanks we give and adoration 
 for your gospel's joyful sound. 
 May the fruits of your salvation 
 in our hearts and lives abound. 

 Ever faithful, ever faithful 
 to your truth may we be found. 
 
3 Savior, when your love shall call 

us from our struggling pilgrim 
way, let no fear of death appall us, 

 glad your summons to obey. 
 May we ever, may we ever 
 reign with you in endless day. 
 
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 
1823-1903, st. 3, alt. 

 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
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Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 
A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into 
slavery in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the 
ministry. Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary 
there. 
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 
Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know 
that he was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both 
to God and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an 
adult. 
Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556 
Thursday, March 21, 2024 
Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation of the 
Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship book of the 
Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under Queen Mary for his 
support of the Protestant Reformation. 
Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758 
Friday, March 22, 2024 
A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great 
preacher. Though his most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was more 
concerned with God's love. He served both as missionary to the Housatonic people 
in Massachusetts, and as president of the future Princeton University. 
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