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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The service continues with gathering song. 

  

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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GATHERING SONG 

 

THE TRUMPETS SOUND, THE ANGELS SING    ELW 531 

 

1 - The trumpets sound, the angels sing, the feast is  

ready to begin. The gates of heav’n are open wide, 

And Jesus welcomes you inside. 

Refrain: Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin; 

The feast is ready to begin. 

2 - Tables are laden with good things; oh taste the 

Peace and joy he brings. He’ll fill you up with love divine; 

He’ll turn your water into wine. [Refrain] 

3 - The hungry heart he satisfies, offers the  

poor his paradise. Now hear all heav’n and earth applaud 

the amazing goodness of the Lord. [Refrain] 

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing: Text and Music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950. © 1989 Make Way Music, 

admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere. ASCAP. Used by permission CCLI License # 2800659. 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into 

your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make 

us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

 

Children come forward as we sing: 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

FIRST READING: 1 JOHN 3:16-24 

A reading from First John. 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought 

to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who 

has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And 

by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 

him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he 

knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 

before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 

commandments and do what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey 

his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that 

he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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PSALM: 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no    

evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 

MISSION MESSAGE 

Serve the poor by volunteering with Fauquier People Helping People! Elfie 

Schmid and Marian Rognlien encourage us all. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (JOHN 1:41, 17) 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

GOSPEL: JOHN 10:11-18 

The holy gospel according to St. John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 

sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 

them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not 

care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 

me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 
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for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them 

also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 

order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 

received this command from my Father.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

Today’s sermon is a very brief reflection on caring for those in need. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD         ELW 778 

1 The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not 

want. 

 he makes me down to lie 

 in pastures green; he leadeth me 

 the quiet waters by. 

 He leadeth me, he leadeth me 

 the quiet waters by. 

 

2 My soul he doth restore again, 

 and me to walk doth make 

 within the paths of righteousness, 

 e'en for his own name's sake; 

 within the paths of righteousness, 

 e'en for his own name's sake. 

 

3 Yea, though I walk in death's dark 

vale, 

 yet will I fear no ill; 

 for thou art with me, and thy rod 

 and staff me comfort still; 

 for thou art with me, and thy rod 

 and staff me comfort still. 

 

4 My table thou hast richly spread 

 in presence of my foes; 

 my head thou dost with oil anoint, 

 and my cup overflows. 

 My head thou dost with oil anoint, 

 and my cup overflows. 

 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life 

 shall surely follow me, 

 and in God's house forevermore 

 my dwelling-place shall be; 

 and in God's house forevermore 

 my dwelling-place shall be. 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 

1650 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 



 9 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

A brief silence 

Hear our prayers, O Lord our God. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Govern and direct your holy Church; fill it with love and truth; and grant it that 

unity which is your will. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, and to make disciples of 

all the nations. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Enlighten Phyllis our bishop and all your ministers with knowledge and 

understanding, that by their teaching and their lives they may proclaim your 

word. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Give your people grace to hear and receive your word, and to bring forth the fruit 

of the Spirit. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Guide the leaders of the nations into the ways of peace and justice. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Give us the will to use the fruits of the earth to your glory, and for the good of all 

creation. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Keep in safety those who travel, and all who are in danger. 

Hear us, good Lord.   

Show your pity on prisoners and refugees, and all who are in trouble. 

Hear us, good Lord.   

Forgive our enemies, persecutors and slanderers, and turn their hearts. 

Hear us, good Lord.   

Heal the sick in body and mind, and provide for the homeless, the hungry, and 

the destitute (especially). 

Hear us, good Lord.   

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the peace of Christ, both those 

who have confessed the faith and those whose faith is known to you alone 

including, and grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 

Hear us, good Lord.   
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Heavenly Father, you have promised through your Son Jesus Christ, that when 

we meet in his name, and pray according to his mind, he will be among us and 

hear our prayer: in your love and mercy fulfill our desires, and give us your 

greatest gift, which is to know you, the only true God,  and your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE  

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ.  

 

OFFERING  

Let us offer to God what God has first given to us:  our selves, our time, and  our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love. 

Amen 

An offering is received for the work of the Church. 

 

OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 184 

We rise to sing 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 

here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOL 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 

thanks. 

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful 

word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be 

a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness and 

revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 

promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in 

your holy and life-giving light. 
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By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we 

may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of the Te Deum, an 

ancient hymn. 

O Christ, you overcame the sting of death, 

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized 

Christians are invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a 

pastor. 

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body 

into the Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your 

arms in front of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. 

Those who refrain may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his 

promise. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 

love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 

abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 

Today, we offer prayers for our brother Mike Miller as he leaves us after years of 

faithful ministry. 

 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope + bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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SENDING SONG 

LET US TALENTS AND TONGUES EMPLOY  ELW 674

1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 

 reaching out with a shout of joy: 

 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

Refrain 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

2 Christ is able to make us one, 

 at the table he sets the tone, 

 teaching people to live to bless, 

 love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

 gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

 God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain 
 
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 

Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 

1573; renewers of the church 

Friday, April 19, 2024 

These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then 

returned to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus 

published a catechism and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended the 

office of bishop and later became one. 

Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, died 1109 

Sunday, April 21, 2024 

This eleventh-century monk was one of the greatest theologians of the Middle 

Ages. He is remembered for emphasizing the maternal aspects of God, and for the 

theory that the Son of God became human in order to make the necessary payment 

for our sin. 

Day of the Creation (Día de la Creación) (LLC) 

Monday, April 22, 2024 

This observance invites us to notice and give God thanks for the wonders of the 

created universe. As stewards of that creation, we are also challenged to be careful 

in our use of it. 

Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society, died 1960 

Tuesday, April 23, 2024 

Born in Kobe, Japan, Kagawa was orphaned as a young child. Later, when he 

became Christian, he was disowned by the rest of his family. Wishing to bring 

Christian principles into society, he worked among poor people, established 

schools and hospitals, and worked for peace. 

Mark, Evangelist 

Thursday, April 25, 2024 

He was not numbered among the twelve apostles, yet Mark was probably a 

member of the early church community. The gospel that bears his name is the 

shortest and most direct, and many scholars think it was the first to be written. 

. 


