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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The service continues with gathering song. 
  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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GATHERING SONG 
 
THERE IN GOD’S GARDEN        ELW 342  (St. 1-4) 
 
1 There in God's garden  

stands the Tree of Wisdom, 
 whose leaves hold forth  

the healing of the nations: 
 Tree of all knowledge,  

Tree of all compassion, 
 Tree of all beauty. 
 
2 Its name is Jesus,  

name that says, "Our Savior!" 
 There on its branches  

see the scars of suff'ring; 
 see where the tendrils  

of our human selfhood 
 feed on its lifeblood. 
 
3 Thorns not its own  

are tangled in its foliage; 

 our greed has starved it,  
our despite has choked it. 

 Yet, look! it lives!  
its grief has not destroyed it 

 nor fire consumed it. 
 
 
4 See how its branches  

reach to us in welcome; 
 hear what the Voice says,  

"Come to me, ye weary! 
 Give me your sickness,  

give me all your sorrow, 
 I will give blessing." 
 
 
Text: Király Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590-c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 
1917-1982.  Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAIS



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness 
of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
 
Children come forward as we sing: 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

FIRST READING: ACTS 8:26-40 
A reading from Acts. 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got 
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 
to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 
it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the 
passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As 
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 
and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: 22:25-31 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations.  
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- fore 
the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
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God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has 
for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on 
the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved 
us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (JOHN 1:41, 17) 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL: JOHN 15:1-8 
The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
The gospel concludes: 
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The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
Today’s sermon is a very brief reflection on caring for those in need. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING         ELW 689 
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
 for all things living, you have made good: 
 harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
 hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 
2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, 
 that with our neighbor we may be fed. 
 Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 
 harvesting, milling for daily bread. 
 
3 Father, providing food for your children, 
 by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 
 one with another, so that, rejoicing 
 with us, all others may know your care. 
 
4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 
 freely confessing your gracious hand. 
 Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 
 your love sustaining showers the land. 
 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. 
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.
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NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence 
We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of 
the gospel. Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our 
hearts with your word and help us to abide in you always. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for 
elected representatives at every level, that justice and peace may reign. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For this congregation: for our caring ministries, for all who visit and minister to 
one another, and for all who seek to share your love with the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for 
those fleeing from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or 
suffering (especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
With thanksgiving for our saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to 
bear much fruit and to become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that 
heavenly banquet where all will feast together at your table. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ.  
 
OFFERING  
Let us offer to God what God has first given to us:  our selves, our time, and  our 
possessions, signs of his gracious love. 
Amen 
An offering is received for the work of the Church. 
 
HANDBELL ANTHEM   Thine is the Glory 
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OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 184 
We rise to sing 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 
Let us pray together. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 
here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanks. 
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful 

word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be 
a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness and 
revealing to us your mercy and might. 



 14 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 

promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in 
your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we 
may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of the Te Deum, an 
ancient hymn. 
O Christ, you overcame the sting of death, 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
COMMUNION 
We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized 
Christians are invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a 
pastor. 
You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body 
into the Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your 
arms in front of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. 
Those who refrain may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his 
promise. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
 



 16 

 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 
hope + bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SENDING SONG 
LET ALL THINGS NOW LIVING    ELW 881
1 Let all things now living 
 a song of thanksgiving 
 to God the creator triumphantly 

raise, 
 who fashioned and made us, 
 protected and stayed us, 
 who still guides us on to the end of 

our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 God's light goes before us, 
 a pillar of fire shining forth in the 

night, 
 till shadows have vanished 
 and darkness is banished, 
 as forward we travel from light 

into light. 
  

2 God rules all the forces: 
 the stars in their courses 
 and sun in its orbit obediently 

shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, 
 the rivers and fountains, 
 the deeps of the ocean proclaim 

God divine. 
 We too should be voicing 
 our love and rejoicing; 
 with glad adoration a song let us 

raise 
 till all things now living 
 unite in thanksgiving: 
 "To God in the highest, hosanna 

and praise!"

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt. Text © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company  
Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Thine is the Glory (JUDAS MACCABEUS): George Frederic Handel, arr. Susan E. Geschke © 2012 Agape (A Division of Hope 
Publishing Company) Carol Stream, IL 60188.  www.hopepublishing.com 800.323.1049 | All Rights Reserved. International 
Copyright Secured. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

http://www.hopepublishing.com/
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