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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The service continues with gathering song.



Gathering Song
NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES

1 Now the green blade rises from the
buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days
has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead
has been;
love is come again like wheat
arising green.

2 In the grave they laid him, love by
hatred slain,
thinking that he would never wake
again;
laid in the earth like grain that
sleeps unseen;
love is come again like wheat
arising green.

ELW 379

Forth he came at Easter, like the
risen grain,

he that for three days in the grave
had lain;

raised from the dead, my living
Lord is seen;

love is come again like wheat
arising green.

When our hearts are wintry,
grieving, or in pain,

your touch can call us back to life
again,

fields of our hearts that dead and
bare have been;

love is come again like wheat
arising green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928.
All rights reserved

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.



For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Children come forward as we sing:

This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine (3x)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

FIRST READING: ACTS 4:32-35
A reading from Acts.

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was
held in common. **With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 3*There was not
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. ¥*They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsaLM: PSALM 133
How good and how pleas- | ant it is,
when kindred live togeth- | er in unity!
Mt is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- ! on the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar ! of his robe.
3Tt is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the ! hills of Zion.
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1—2:2
A reading from First John.

'We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life—’this life was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was
revealed to us—’we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.



°This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 'but if we
walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. °If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. "If we confess our sins, he who
is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. '"If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.

»IMy little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; “and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (JOHN 1:41, 17)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Alleluia. The people who sat in darkness have seen ! a great light;* for those who
sat in the shadow of death ! light has dawned. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: JOHN 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to St. John.
Praise to you, O Christ.

"When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” “’After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
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Lord. ?'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so
I send you.” *?When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. >’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

*“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. “°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

%A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” **Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.”

*"Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.

The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT ELW 815

1 1 want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.



2 I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

CREED
Let us profess the faith of the whole church, using the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples,
draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed
and we witness to your love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers,
and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend
the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters,
paramedics, and other first responders to work for the well-being of communities
and the dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for
justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed
and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain (especially). God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons,
musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy
Week and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to
serve. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you (especially
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in faithfulness to the
gospel). Grant us your peace amid our fears. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ.
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OFFERING

OFFERTORY SONG ELW 184
We rise to sing
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OFFERING PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer.

Let us pray together.

Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and
cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek
and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to
wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HoLy, HoLY, HOLY
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name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and
thanks.

Blessed are you, O holy God: by you are the Life and Light of all. By your
powerful word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your
people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness and
revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in
your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we
may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of Isaiah 60.
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Arise, shine, the Light has come.
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized
Christians are invited to his table. To learn about being baptized, speak to a
pastor.

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body
into the Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your
arms in front of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements.
Those who refrain may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his

promise.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness
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and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,

our redeemer and friend.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT

1 I wantto walk as a child of the
light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to
the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both
alike.

The Lamb is the light of the city of

God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 I want to see the brightness of
God.

ELW 815

I want to look at Jesus.

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine
on my path,

and show me the way to the
Father. Refrain

I'm looking for the coming of
Christ.

I want to be with Jesus.

When we have run with patience
the race,

we shall know the joy of Jesus.
Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

15



DISMISSAL
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, died 1945

Tuesday, April 9, 2024

Bonhoeffer was a German theologian who wrote profoundly, yet in an accessible
manner. In the Second World War, he became a leader of the Confessing Church
in Germany that resisted the Nazi movement. Linked to a plot to kill Hitler, he was
hanged shortly before the end of the war.

Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557

Wednesday, April 10, 2024

Consecrated bishop of Turku, Finland, without the approval of the pope, Agricola
began a reform along Lutheran lines. In only three years, he translated the New
Testament and worship texts into Finnish, in the process establishing the rules of
Finnish writing that are still used today.
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