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The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day. The 

following confession of faith replaces the Brief Order of Confession and 

Forgiveness.  

THE ATHANASIAN CREED      Quicunque Vult 

P Whoever wants to be saved should above all cling to the catholic faith. 

Whoever does not guard it whole and inviolable will doubtless perish   

eternally.  

 Now this is the catholic faith:  

 

C We worship one God in trinity 

  and the Trinity in unity, 

  neither confusing the persons 

  nor dividing the divine being. 

For the Father is one person, 

  the Son is another, and the Spirit is still another. 

But the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory, 

coeternal in majesty. 

What the Father is, the Son is, and so is the Holy Spirit. 

Uncreated is the Father; uncreated is the Son; 

 uncreated is the Spirit. 

The Father is infinite; the Son is infinite; 

 the Holy Spirit is infinite. 

Eternal is the Father; eternal is the Son; 

 eternal is the Spirit: 

And yet there are not three eternal beings, but one who is eternal; 

as there are not three uncreated and unlimited beings, but one who is 

uncreated and unlimited. 

Almighty is the Father; 

 almighty is the Son; 

 almighty is the Spirit: 

And yet there are not three almighty beings, but one who is almighty. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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Thus the Father is God; 

 the Son is God; 

 the Holy Spirit is God: 

And yet there are not three gods, 

 but one God. 

Thus the Father is Lord; 

 the Son is Lord; 

 the Holy Spirit is Lord: 

And yet there are not three lords, 

 but one Lord. 

As Christian truth compels us to acknowledge each distinct person as God 

and Lord, so catholic religion forbids us to say that there are three gods 

or lords. 

The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten; 

the Son was neither made nor created, but was alone begotten of the 

Father; 

the Spirit was neither made nor created, but is proceeding from the 

Father and the Son. 

Thus there is one Father, not three fathers; one Son, not three sons; one 

Holy Spirit, not three spirits. 

And in this Trinity, no one is before or after, greater or less than the other; 

but all three persons are in themselves, coeternal and coequal; 

and so we must worship the Trinity in unity, and the one God in three 

persons. 

Whoever wants to be saved should think thus about the Trinity. 

It is necessary for eternal salvation that one also faithfully believe that our 

Lord Jesus became flesh. 

For this is the true faith that we believe and confess: 

That our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, is both God and man. 

He is God, begotten before all worlds from the being of the Father, 

and he is man, born in the world from the being of his mother — 

existing fully as God, and fully as man with a rational soul and a human 

body; 

equal to the Father in divinity, subordinate to the Father in humanity. 

Although he is God and man, he is  

 not divided, but is one Christ. 

He is united because God 

 has taken humanity into himself; 

he does not transform deity into humanity. 
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He is completely one in the unity of his person, without confusing his 

natures. 

For as the rational soul and body are one person, so the one Christ is God 

and man. 

He suffered death for our salvation. 

He descended into hell and rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

At his coming all people shall rise bodily to give an account of their own 

deeds. 

Those who have done good will enter eternal life, 

those who have done evil will enter eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith. One cannot be saved without believing this firmly 

and faithfully. 

The service continues with gathering song. 

GATHERING SONG: 

COME, THOU ALMIGHTY KING        ELW 408  

 

1 Come, thou almighty King, 

 help us thy name to sing; 

 help us to praise; 

 Father all-glorious, 

 o'er all victorious, 

 come and reign over us, 

 Ancient of Days. 
 

2 Come, thou incarnate Word, 

 merciful, mighty Lord; 

 our prayer attend. 

 Come and thy people bless, 

 and give thy word success, 

 and let thy righteousness 

 on us descend. 

 

3 Come, holy Comforter, 

 thy sacred witness bear 

 in this glad hour! 

 Thou who almighty art, 

 rule now in ev'ry heart, 

 never from us depart, 

 Spirit of pow'r. 
 

4 To thee, great One in Three, 

 eternal praises be 

 hence evermore! 

 Thy sov'reign majesty 

 may we in glory see, 

 and to eternity 

 love and adore.

Text: source unknown, c. 1757, alt. 

 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-

One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this 

faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you 

live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

Children come forward as we sing: 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 6:1-8 

A reading from Isaiah. 

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 

lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above 

him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 

covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and said: 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 

house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 

King, the Lord of hosts!” 

 6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 

from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: 

“Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 

blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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PSALM: 29 
1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.   

 5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 

  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.   

 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11O Lord, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (JOHN 1:41, 17) 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL: JOHN 3:1-17 

The holy gospel according to St. John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 

come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence 

of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 

of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
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anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 

enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that 

I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, 

and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 

goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, 

and yet you do not understand these things? 

 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 

seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things 

and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 

things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 

HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE YOUR NAME            ELW 414

1 Holy God, we praise your name; 

 Lord of all, we bow before you. 

 All on earth your scepter claim, 

 all in heav'n above adore you. 

 Infinite your vast domain, 

 everlasting is your reign. 
 

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn 

 angel choirs above are raising; 

 cherubim and seraphim, 

 in unceasing chorus praising, 

 fill the heav'ns with sweet accord: 

 "Holy, holy, holy Lord!" 
 

3 Lo, the apostolic train 

 join your sacred name to hallow; 

 prophets swell the glad refrain, 

 and the white-robed martyrs follow; 

 and from morn to set of sun 

 through the church the song goes on. 
 

4 Holy Father, holy Son, 

 Holy Spirit, three we name you, 

 though in essence only one; 

 undivided God we claim you 

 and, adoring, bend the knee 

 while we own the mystery..

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

For the spread of the gospel 

By your word, eternal God, your creation sprang forth, and we were given the 

breath of life. By your word, eternal God, death is overcome, Christ is raised from 

the tomb, and we are given new life in the power of your Spirit. May we boldly 

proclaim this good news in our words and our deeds, rejoicing always in your 

powerful presence; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

For our nation 

Almighty God, we lift before you these United States, and all who govern here. 

May they understand that it is a trust from you to be used, not for personal glory or 

profit, but for the service of the people. Drive from us cynicism, selfishness, and 

corruption; grant in your mercy just and honest government; and give us grace to 

live together in unity and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

For the neglected 

Almighty and most merciful God, we call to mind before you all whom it is easy to 

forget: those who are homeless, destitute, sick, isolated, and all who have no one to 

care for them. May we bring help and healing to those who are broken in body or 

spirit, that they may have comfort in sorrow, company in loneliness, and a place of 

safety and warmth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

For those who have died in defense of our country. 

Let us pray. We praise you, eternal God, for the devoted sacrifice of your servants 

who have laid down their lives that we might live. Into your holy keeping we 

commend them and humbly pray that we, like they, may give generously and never 

count the cost, asking no reward except the knowledge of your abiding love, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

For daily Renewal 

Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, you turn us from the old life of sin. Grant that we who are reborn to new 

life in him may live in righteousness and holiness all our days, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE  

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ.  
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OFFERING  

Let us offer to God what God has first given to us:  our selves, our time, and  our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love. 

Amen 
 

An offering is received for the work of the Church. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 184 

We rise to sing 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 

here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 

You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in 

your eternal glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

The presiding minister offers the assembly’s sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Holy God, blessed Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit: at the dawn of time you 

conquered chaos to create a world of harmony, in which the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars, sang your praise. 
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When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to defeat the power of evil and 

restore what you hade made. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory 

over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the 

river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become 

one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all 

may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of Isaiah 6:3:. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

The whole earth is full of his glory. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

COMMUNION 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized 

Christians are invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a 

pastor. 

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body 

into the Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your 

arms in front of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. 

Those who refrain may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his 

promise. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 

love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 

abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The Father, the + Son and the Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING SONG 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY ELW 413

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 

Almighty! 

 Early in the morning our song 

shall rise to thee. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and 

mighty! 

 God in three persons, blessed 

Trinity! 

 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints 

adore thee, 

 casting down their golden crowns 

around the glassy sea; 

 cherubim and seraphim falling 

down before thee, 

 which wert and art, and evermore 

shalt be. 

 

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the 

darkness hide thee, 

 though the eye of sinfulness thy 

glory may not see, 

 only thou art holy; there is none 

beside thee, 

 perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 

 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God 

Almighty! 

 All thy works shall praise thy 

name in earth and sky and sea. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and 

mighty! 

 God in three persons, blessed 

Trinity! 
 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) lived an exemplary 

life of faith. She is also remembered for traveling through Palestine building 

churches on the sites she believed to be associated with Christ's life. 

 

Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; scientists 

Friday, May 24, 2024 

These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the wonders of God's 

universe. Copernicus is best known for promoting the idea that the sun, not the 

earth, is at the center of our solar system. Euler was one of the founders of pure 

mathematics, and contributed to many other fields. 

 

Visit of Mary to Elizabeth 

Friday, May 31, 2024 

This festival marks the occasion when Mary, pregnant with Jesus, visited her 

cousin Elizabeth who was herself pregnant with John. Elizabeth pronounced Mary 

"blessed among women," and Mary responded with the song called the Magnificat. 

 

Justin, martyr at Rome, died around 165 

Saturday, June 1, 2024 

 

 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


