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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The service continues with gathering song. 
  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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GATHERING SONG 
 
CHRIST IS RISEN! SHOUT HOSANNA!        ELW 383   
 
1 Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! 
 Celebrate this day of days! 
 Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: 
 all creation is amazed. 
 In the desert all surrounding, 
 see, a spreading tree has grown. 
 Healing leaves of grace abounding 
 bring a taste of love unknown. 
 
2 Christ is risen! Raise your spirits 
 from the caverns of despair. 
 Walk with gladness in the morning. 
 See what love can do and dare. 
 Drink the wine of resurrection, 
 not a servant, but a friend. 
 Jesus is our strong companion. 
 Joy and peace shall never end. 
 
3 Christ is risen! Earth and heaven 
 nevermore shall be the same. 
 Break the bread of new creation 
 where the world is still in pain. 
 Tell its grim, demonic chorus: 
 "Christ is risen! Get you gone!" 
 God the First and Last is with us. 
 Sing Hosanna, ev'ryone! 
 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
Children come forward as we sing: 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

FIRST READING: ACTS 10:44-48 
A reading from Acts. 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone 
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
HANDBELL ANTHEM      Morning Has Broken 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the 
children of God when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of 
God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 
the Spirit is the truth. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        (JOHN 1:41, 17) 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL: JOHN 15:9-17 
The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 



 8 

have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that 
you may love one another.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
Today’s sermon is a very brief reflection on caring for those in need. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 

JESU, JESU, FILL US WITH YOUR LOVE         ELW 708 

Refrain 
 Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, 
 show us how to serve  

the neighbors we have from you. 
 
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
 silently washes their feet, 
 master who acts as a slave to them.  

Refrain 
 
2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 
 varied in color and race,  

neighbors are nearby and far away.  
Refrain 

  
3 These are the ones we will serve, 
 these are the ones we will love; 
 all these are neighbors to us and 

you.  Refrain 
 
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
 silently washing their feet: 
 this is the way we will live with 

you.  Refrain 
 
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt. 
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence 
Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts 
of your Spirit and give understanding hearts to all your people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats 
and every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect plants and animals and help 
us to care for all your creatures. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world 
leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted 
by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. (We pray especially for . . . .) God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this 
congregation including ECHO, People Helping People, our Youth Group and our 
partnership with Good Shepherd in Papua, New Guinea. Inspire those who plan 
and lead worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have 
gone before us (especially). At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly 
banquet table. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ.  
 
OFFERING  
Let us offer to God what God has first given to us:  our selves, our time, and  our 
possessions, signs of his gracious love. 
Amen 
An offering is received for the work of the Church. 
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OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 184 
We rise to sing 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 
Let us pray together. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 
here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanks. 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for 

freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son 
to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the 
hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await 
your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from 
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness 
of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of the Te Deum, an 
ancient hymn. 
O Christ, you overcame the sting of death, 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
COMMUNION 
We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized 
Christians are invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a 
pastor. 
You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body 
into the Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your 
arms in front of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. 
Those who refrain may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his 
promise. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
BLESSING 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 
hope + bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SENDING SONG 
OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING  ELW 886 vs. 1-4
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim, 
 to spread through all the earth abroad 
 the honors of your name. 
 
3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
 and bids our sorrows cease, 
 sings music in the sinner's ears, 
 brings life and health and peace. 
 
4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 
 new life the dead receive; 
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
 the humble poor believe. 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Thine is the Glory (JUDAS MACCABEUS): George Frederic Handel, arr. Susan E. Geschke © 2012 Agape (A Division of Hope Publishing 
Company) Carol Stream, IL 60188.  www.hopepublishing.com 800.323.1049 | All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. 

Morning Has Broken (from Only One More, volume 2): Buddy McElroy (c) Copyright MMI by Lebanon Publishing 9960 Lizelia Rd, Meridian, 
MS 39305. All Rights Reserved 

http://www.hopepublishing.com/
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Philip and James, Apostles 
Wednesday, May 1, 2024 
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to "come and 
see." He later responded to an Ethiopian official's request for teaching and baptism. 
Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called "the Less" to distinguish him 
from another apostle named James. 
 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Thursday, May 2, 2024 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against 
those who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around 
the time of the Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for 
his forthright views. 
 
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387 
Saturday, May 4, 2024 
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but 
whom she helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her 
son Augustine, who went on to become one of the greatest church teachers. 
 
Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416 
Wednesday, May 8, 2024 
When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she 
later compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of 
medieval mysticism. The visions declared that love was the meaning of religious 
experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love. 
 
Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF) 
Wednesday, May 8, 2024 
Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of 
Mauritania was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of 
Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan. 
 
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 
1760 
Thursday, May 9, 2024 
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's 
land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this 
community. Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for 
writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 
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