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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The assembly stands. 

The service continues with gathering song. 
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GATHERING SONG    God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

 on your people pour your pow'r; 

 crown your ancient church's story; 

 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the facing of this hour, 

 for the facing of this hour. 

 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

 From the fears that long have bound us 

 free our hearts to faith and praise. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the living of these days, 

 for the living of these days, 

 

3 Cure your children's warring madness; 

 bend our pride to your control; 

 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

 rich in things and poor in soul. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 

 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

 to the evils we deplore; 

 let the gift of your salvation 

 be our glory evermore. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 serving you whom we adore, 

 serving you whom we adore. 
 
Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969 

 

 

GREETING 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE     based on the Gloria in Excelsis 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. 

Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the 

same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Ester 4:1-17 

A reading from Esther. 

When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on 

sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter cry; 2he 

went up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed 

with sackcloth. 3In every province, wherever the king’s command and his decree came, 

there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and 

most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

4 When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply 

distressed; she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth; 

but he would not accept them. 5Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s 

eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to 

learn what was happening and why. 6Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of 

the city in front of the king’s gate, 7and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, 

and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries 

for the destruction of the Jews. 8Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree 

issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and 

charge her to go to the king to make supplication to him and entreat him for her people. 

9 Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10Then Esther spoke to Hathach 

and gave him a message for Mordecai, saying, 11‘All the king’s servants and the people of 

the king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner 

court without being called, there is but one law—all alike are to be put to death. Only if 

the king holds out the golden sceptre to someone, may that person live. I myself have not 

been called to come in to the king for thirty days.’  

12When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, 13Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, 

‘Do not think that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other 

Jews. 14For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for 

the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? 

Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.’  

15Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, 16‘Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, 

and hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and 

my maids will also fast as you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is against the 

law; and if I perish, I perish.’  

17Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Mark 13:9-11 

The holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said] 9“As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you 

will be beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of 

me, as a testimony to them. 10And the good news must first be proclaimed to all 

nations. 11When they bring you to trial and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about 

what you are to say; but say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you who 

speak, but the Holy Spirit.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       based on John 6:68 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

 a sword and shield victorious; 

 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

 and wins salvation glorious. 

 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 

 With craft and dreadful might  

 he arms himself to fight. 

 On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 

 We would be lost, rejected. 

 But now a champion comes to fight, 

 whom God himself elected. 

 You ask who this may be? 

 The Lord of hosts is he! 

 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

 God's only Son, adored. 

 He holds the field victorious. 

 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

 all threat'ning to devour us, 

 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

 they cannot overpow'r us. 

 Let this world's tyrant rage; 

 in battle we'll engage! 

 His might is doomed to fail; 

 God's judgment must prevail! 

 One little word subdues him. 

 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 

 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side 

 with weapons of the Spirit. 

 Were they to take our house, 

 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 though life be wrenched away, 

 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

 

CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Church of England, Common Worship, Form 1, adapted  

AN ASSISTING MINISTER LEADS THE ASSEMBLY IN PRAYER. 
 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you promised through your Son Jesus Christ to 

hear us when we pray in faith. 

Strengthen Elizabeth and Phyllis our bishops and all your Church in the service of 

Christ, that those who confess your name may be united in your truth, live together in 

your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless and guide Joseph our president; give wisdom to all in authority; and direct this 

and every nation in the ways of justice and of peace; that we may honor one another, 

and seek the common good. Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 

Give grace to us, our families and friends, and to all our neighbors, that we may serve 

Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 

Other intercessions may be added. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit [including names]; give 

them courage and hope in their troubles; and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ [including names]; 

according to your promises, grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. Father 

of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of [N and of] all your saints, we commend ourselves and 

the whole creation to your unfailing love. Father of mercies, 

Hear our prayer. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Help your servants, O blessed Trinity, and turn our hearts always back to you. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  

Let us offer to God what God has first given to us:  our selves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love. 

Amen 
 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 885 

We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures here below; 

 praise God above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 

us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY      Isaiah 6:6 & Psalm 118:26

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 

accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 

thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;  

 we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word 

and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and 

wine,  

 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 

heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 

to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister addresess the assembly in the words of Psalm 34. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Happy are those who take refuge in him. 

The assembly may be seated. 
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CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD      based on John 1:29 

 
COMMUNION 

 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 

invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 

Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 

of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 

may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 

COMMUNION SONG 

A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 

share in the Meal. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you and 

preserve you unto everlasting life.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of 

your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as 

bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG   Built on a Rock (stanzas 1, 3-5 

 

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 

 even when steeples are falling; 

 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 

 bells still are chiming and calling— 

 calling the young and old to rest, 

 calling the souls of those distressed, 

 longing for life everlasting. 

 

3 Christ builds a house of living stones: 

 we are his own habitation; 

 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 

 granting us life and salvation. 

 Where two or three will seek his face, 

 he in their midst will show his grace, 

 blessings upon them bestowing. 

 

4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 

 Jesus the children is blessing; 

 hither we come to praise his name, 

 faith in our Savior confessing. 

 Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 

 making with us his covenant, 

 granting his children the kingdom. 

 

5 Through all the passing years, O Lord, 

 grant that, when church bells are ringing, 

 many may come to hear your Word, 

 who here this promise is bringing: 

 "I know my own, my own know me; 

 you, not the world, my face shall see; 

 my peace I leave with you. Amen." 
 
Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

 

Columba, died 597; Aidan, died 651; Bede, died 735; renewers of the church 

Sunday, June 9, 2024 

These three monks from the British Isles helped keep the light of learning alive during 

the Middle Ages. Columba founded three monasteries off the coast of Scotland. Aidan 

was a pastor who led people to works of charity. The Venerable Bede was a Bible 

translator, historian, and hymnwriter. 

 

Barnabas, Apostle 

Tuesday, June 11, 2024 

Barnabas was not numbered among the twelve apostles, but the book of Acts gives him 

that title. After Paul was converted to Christianity, Barnabas welcomed him to Jerusalem, 

and later the two traveled together on missionary journeys. 

 

Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, died 

around 385; Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, died around 389; 

Macrina, teacher, died around 379 

Friday, June 14, 2024 

The Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in this group are known, explored the mystery 

of the Holy Trinity. Basil's monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern monastic life. 

Gregory of Nazianzus defended orthodox Christianity in Constantinople. Gregory of 

Nyssa, Basil's younger brother, wrote on the spiritual life. Macrina, older sister of Basil 

and Gregory of Nyssa, was the leader of a community dedicated to asceticism, 

meditation, and prayer. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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