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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The assembly stands. 

The service continues with gathering song. 
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COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING  ELW 807 

 

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

 call for songs of loudest praise. 

 While the hope of endless glory 

 fills my heart with joy and love, 

 teach me ever to adore thee; 

 may I still thy goodness prove. 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 

 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 

 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

 safely to arrive at home. 

 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

 wand'ring from the fold of God; 

 he, to rescue me from danger, 

 interposed his precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

 daily I'm constrained to be; 

 let that grace now like a fetter 

 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

 prone to leave the God I love. 

 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

 seal it for thy courts above. 
 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 

 

GREETING 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE     based on the Gloria in Excelsis 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and 

protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the 

justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Ezra 1:1-6  

A reading from the book of Ezra. 

In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word of the Lord by the mouth 

of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia 

so that he sent a herald throughout all his kingdom, and also in a written edict declared:  

2“Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem in 

Judah. 3Any of those among you who are of his people—may their God be with them! —

are now permitted to go up to Jerusalem in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the 

God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem; 4and let all survivors, in whatever 

place they reside, be assisted by the people of their place with silver and gold, with goods 

and with animals, besides freewill offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem.” 

5The heads of the families of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites—

everyone whose spirit God had stirred—got ready to go up and rebuild the house of 

the Lord in Jerusalem. 6All their neighbors aided them with silver vessels, with gold, with 

goods, with animals, and with valuable gifts, besides all that was freely offered. 7King 

Cyrus himself brought out the vessels of the house of the Lord that Nebuchadnezzar had 

carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       based on John 6:68 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL: John 2:14-24 

The holy Gospel according to St. John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

14In the temple [Jesus] found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money 

changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 

temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers 

and overturned their tables.  

16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making 

my Father’s house a marketplace!”  

17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  

18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”  

19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  

20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and 

will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 

body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 

and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say  ELW 332 

 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

 "Come unto me and rest; 

 lay down, O weary one, lay down 

 your head upon my breast." 

 I came to Jesus as I was, 

 so weary, worn, and sad; 

 I found in him a resting-place, 

 and he has made me glad. 

 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

 "Behold, I freely give 

 the living water, thirsty one; 

 stoop down and drink and live." 

 I came to Jesus, and I drank 

 of that life-giving stream; 

 my thirst was quenched, my soul 

revived, 

 and now I live in him. 

 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

 "I am this dark world's light; 

 look unto me, your morn shall rise, 

 and all your day be bright." 

 I looked to Jesus, and I found 

 in him my star, my sun; 

 and in that light of life I'll walk 

 till trav'ling days are done. 
 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889 
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 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CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people in need [saying Gracious God / 

Answer us] 

We pray for the church.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

We pray for our nation and for all nations.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

We pray for peace.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

We pray for mercy.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

We pray for healing.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

We pray for good weather.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

We pray for the harvest and those who depend upon it.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 
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Answer us. 

We pray for the woodlands and waterways.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

We pray for the dying.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

We pray for the things we need but do not want.  [Silence]. Gracious God, 

Answer us. 

Hear the prayers of your people, O God, and answer them for the sake of your abundant 

love. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  

Let us offer to God what God has first given to us:  our selves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love. 

Amen 
 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 885 

We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures here below; 

 praise God above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 
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God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 

us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     ISAIAH 6:6 & PSALM 118:26
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 

accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 

thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;  

 we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word 

and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and 

wine,  

 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 

heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 

to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of Psalm 34. 
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Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Happy are those who take refuge in him. 

The assembly may be seated. 

 CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD    based on John 1:29 

 
COMMUNION 

 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 

invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 

Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 

of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 

may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 

COMMUNION SONG 

A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 

share in the Meal. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you and 

preserve you unto everlasting life.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of 

your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as 

bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG     ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO DWELL  ELW 883 

 

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 

 sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

 him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 

 come ye before him and rejoice. 

 

2 Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

 without our aid he did us make. 

 We are his folk, he doth us feed, 

 and for his sheep he doth us take. 

 

3 Oh, enter then his gates with praise; 

 approach with joy his courts unto; 

 praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

 for it is seemly so to do. 

 

4 For why? The Lord our God is good: 

 His mercy is forever sure; 

 his truth at all times firmly stood, 

 and shall from age to age endure. 

 

5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

 the God whom heav'n and earth adore, 

 from us and from the angel host 

 be praise and glory evermore. 
 

Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1594 
 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


