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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The minister addressees the assembly.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen



GATHERING HYMN FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH ELW 879

1 For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain

3 For the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony
linking sense to sound and sight: Refrain

4 For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

5 For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best gift divine,
to our world so freely giv'n: Refrain

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.

GREETING

During this time, the minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE based on the Gloria in Excelsis
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Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Glo-ry be to Chrstfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
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Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-1it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from
within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.



CHILDREN’S SERMON
Children come forward as we sing:

This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine (3x)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: HEBREWS:6:13-20

A reading from the book of Hebrews.

13When God made a promise to Abraham, because he had no one greater by whom to
swear, he swore by himself, *saying, "I will surely bless you and multiply you." **And
thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise. **Human beings, of
course, swear by someone greater than themselves, and an oath given as confirmation
puts an end to all dispute. *’In the same way, when God desired to show even more
clearly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he
guaranteed it by an oath, 8so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is
impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge might be strongly
encouraged to seize the hope set before us. **We have this hope, a sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain, *where Jesus, a
forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a high priest forever according to
the order of Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsaLms: PsaLM 93

“The LoRrbD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with
strength.
The LorD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved.
’Ever since the world began, your throne has ! been established;
you are from | everlasting.
*The waters have lifted up, O LoRD, the waters have lifted | up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves.
“Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea,
mightier is the LorD who | dwells on high.
°Your testimonies are ! very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LoRrD, forever and for- | evermore.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION based on John 6:6
THE ASSEMBLY STANDS TO WELCOME THE GOSPEL.
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Al - le-lu -ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 8:23-27
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

23And when Jesus got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 2*A windstorm arose on
the sea, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And
they went and woke him up, saying, ""Lord, save us! We are perishing!" 2And he said to
them, "Why are you afraid, you of little faith?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and
the sea; and there was a dead calm. 2’They were amazed, saying, "What sort of man is
this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?"

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GosPEL HYMN:  Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me ELW 755
1 Jesus, Savior, pilot me Wondrous sov'reign of the sea,
over life's tempestuous sea; Jesus, Savior, pilot me.
unknown waves before me roll,
hiding rock and treach'rous shoal; 3 When at last I near the shore,
chart and compass come from thee. and the fearful breakers roar
Jesus, Savior, pilot me. twixt me and the peaceful rest,
then, while leaning on thy breast,
2 As a mother stills her child, may | hear thee say to me:
thou canst hush the ocean wild; "Fear not, | will pilot thee."

boist'rous waves obey thy will

. " - Text: Edward Hopper, 1818-1888
when thou say'st to them: "Be still.



SERMON —Jim Lowell, Council Vice President

HYMN OF THE DAY ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE ELW 756

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood
whose arm has bound the restless upon the chaos dark and rude,
wave, and bid its angry tumult cease,
who bade the mighty ocean deep and give, for wild confusion, peace:
its own appointed limits keep: oh, hear us when we cry to thee
oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea.

for those in peril on the sea.
4 O Trinity of love and pow'r,

2 O Savior, whose almighty word all trav'lers guard in danger's hour
the winds and waves submissive from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
heard, protect them wheresoe'er they go;
who walked upon the foaming deep, thus evermore shall rise to thee
and calm amid the storm didst sleep: glad hymns and praise from land and
oh, hear us when we cry to thee sea.

for those in peril on the sea. . N
Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that
we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray as our Lord taught us:



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer Hymn When Peace Like A River ELM 785
It is Well with My Soul
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;

when sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain
It is well (it is well)
with my soul, (with my soul,)
it is well, it is well with my soul.

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,
and hath shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to his cross and | bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

4 And Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend,
even so it is well with my soul. Refrain

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888



PEACE

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

Let us offer to God what God has first given to us: our selves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of his gracious love.

Amen

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERTORY SONG ELW 885
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
OFFERING PRAYER

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The minister proclaims God'’s blessing.

Let us bless our God:

Praise and thanks to you.

May God, Creator, bless us and keep us, may Christ be ever light for our lives, may the
Spirit of love be our guide and path, for all of our days.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG TAKE My LIFE, THAT I MAY BE ELW 685

1 Take my life, that | may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.

3 Take my voice and let me sing
always, only, for my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee.

4 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would I withhold,;
take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.

5 Take my will and make it thine,
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own,
it shall be thy royal throne.

6 Take my love; my Lord, | pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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