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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly upon the service of the day, and then leads 

the assembly in confession. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The service continues with gathering song
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GATHERING HYMN  Shall We Gather at the River   ELW 423 
 

   

1 Shall we gather at the river, 

 where bright angel feet have trod, 

 with its crystal tide forever 

 flowing by the throne of God? 

 

Refrain 

 Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

 the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

 gather with the saints at the river 

 that flows by the throne of God. 

 

2 On the margin of the river, 

 washing up its silver spray, 

 we will walk and worship ever, 

 all the happy golden day.  Refrain 

 

3 Ere we reach the shining river, 

 lay we ev'ry burden down; 

 grace our spirits will deliver, 

 and provide a robe and crown.  Refrain 

 

4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 

 soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

 soon our happy hearts will quiver 

 with the melody of peace.  Refrain 

 
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 

 
 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

  



 

 4 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   Gloria in Excelsis 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him 

as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your 

service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

As we sing, children come forward: 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 

A reading from Isaiah. 

1 But now thus says the Lord, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, 

  he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name; you are mine. 

 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3 For I am the Lord your God, 

  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4 Because you are precious in my sight 

  and honored and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 

  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 

  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 

  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7 everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, 

  whom I formed and made.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Ps. 29 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 

  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the Lord in the beau ty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.   

 5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 

  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7 The voice of the Lord 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

  the Lord shakes the wilder ness of Kadesh.   

 9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore. 

 11 O Lord, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  

 

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 

A reading from Acts.  

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that 

they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of 

them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and 

John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       based on John 6:6 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

15 As the people were filled with expectation and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 

saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 

am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 

gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
21 Now when all the people were baptized and when Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 

bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

LAY SERMON       Mr. Thomas Bartkiewicz 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     When Jesus Came to Jordan  ELW 305 

1 When Jesus came to Jordan 

 to be baptized by John, 

 he did not come for pardon 

 but as the Sinless One. 

 He came to share repentance 

 with all who mourn their sins, 

 to speak the vital sentence 

 with which good news begins. 

 

2 He came to share temptation, 

 our utmost woe and loss, 

 for us and our salvation 

 to die upon the cross. 

 So when the dove descended 

 on him, the Son of Man, 

 the hidden years had ended, 

 the age of grace began. 

 

3 Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 

 to keep the vows we make; 

 this very day invade us, 

 and ev'ry bondage break. 

 Come, give our lives direction, 

 the gift we covet most: 

 to share the resurrection 

 that leads to Pentecost. 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1980 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 

As we remember the baptism of Jesus himself, at some services we will welcome new 

members through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism and the Affirmation of Baptism. 

When invited by the presiding minister, worshipers may join in the Profession of Faith: 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

The presiding minister asks the candidates (and the assembly) if they will continue in the 

Christian life. All may respond: 

We will, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

The presider may ask the assembly to support the new members of the church:  
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People of God, do you promise to support those who are baptized today, 

and those making public affirmation of their baptism, and to pray for them in their life 

in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Clothe all the baptized in your grace. Make them beacons of mercy and justice, 

drawing others into community with you. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in 

your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 

Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your 

mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

The presiding minister adds a concluding collect. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept 

the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  

Let us offer to God what he has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love. 

Amen 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 

OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 884 

We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the 

depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and 

our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 

Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 

Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 

wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     Isaiah 6:6 & Psalm 118:26

  
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful 

word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a 

light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness and 

revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 

promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your 

holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we may 

be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of Psalm 29: 

The Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

And in the Temple, all are crying “Glory.” 

The assembly may be seated.  

CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD    based on John 1:29 
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COMMUNION 
 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 

invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 

Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 

of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 

may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 

COMMUNION SONG 

A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 

share in the Meal. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you 

and preserve you unto everlasting life.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by this 

goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the 

good news of great joy. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING SONG   Go, My Children, with My Blessing  ELW 543 

 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 

Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 
 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace.  Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God. 
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