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GATHERING



The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may comment briefly upon the service of the day, and then leads
the assembly in confession.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The service continues with gathering song

GATHERING HYMN Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us ELW 707
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1 Lord of glory, you have bought us

with your lifeblood as the price,
never grudging for the lost ones
that tremendous sacrifice;

and with that have freely given
blessings countless as the sand
to the unthankful and the evil
with your own unsparing hand.

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give
you
gladly, freely, of your own.

With the sunshine of your goodness

melt our thankless hearts of stone
till our cold and selfish natures,

warmed by you, at length believe
that more happy and more blessed

3 Wondrous honor you have given

to our humblest charity

In your own mysterious sentence,
"You have done it all to me."
Naked, sick, in prison, hungry—
In the least, your face we view,
saying by your poor and needy,
"Give as | have giv'n to you."

Lord of glory, you have bought us
with your lifeblood as the price,
never grudging for the lost ones
that tremendous sacrifice.

Give us faith to trust you boldly,
hope, to stay our souls on you:
but, oh, best of all your graces,
with your love our love renew.

tisto give than to receive. Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-1889, alt.

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow
love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine
master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
As we sing, children come forward:

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
A reading from Genesis.

% Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?”” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

*Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. > And now do not be
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before
you to preserve life. ® For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are
five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. “ God sent me
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to keep alive for you many
survivors.  So it was not you who sent me here but God; he has made me a father to
Pharaoh and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. ° Hurry and go up
to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me; do not delay. *° You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. ' I will provide for you there, since
there are five more years of famine to come, so that you and your household and all
that you have will not come to poverty.” ” **> And he kissed all his brothers and wept
upon them, and after that his brothers talked with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Ps. 37:1-11, 39-40

1 Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
*Put your trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
*Take delight in the Lord,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
> Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord,
and see what God will do.
®The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
"Be still before the Lord and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil
schemes.
® Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
°For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.
91n a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
1 But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
%9 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lord;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
Y ou, O Lord, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek
refuge.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

%> But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” ** Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. " And as for what
you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of
some other grain. ** But God gives it a body as he has chosen and to each kind of seed
its own body.

280 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is
raised is imperishable. **It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness; it is raised in power. *“ It is sown a physical bodys; it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. “° Thus it is written,
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
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spirit. “° But it is not the spiritual that is first but the physical and then the
spiritual. * The first man was from the earth, made of dust; the second man is from
heaven. “® As one of dust, so are those who are of the dust, and as one of heaven, so
are those who are of heaven. “° Just as we have borne the image of the one of dust, we
will also bear the image of the one of heaven.

' What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION based on John 6:6
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

@I I i I J | J J
P ’ {_,/
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia,

BB
|, S
N

\\IV_ S—
W)
al - le - lu - 1ia, al - le - Iu - ia.
Repeat alleluia
,Lg #
'!(“}! | — o ® o 4

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38

The holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 2’ “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to
those who hate you; ?® bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat

you. ?° If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who
takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. ** Give to everyone who asks of
you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. *' Do to
others as you would have them do to you.

%2¢If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. **If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 3*If you lend to those from whom you
expect to receive payment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to

receive as much again. *° Instead, love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
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nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most
High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. *° Be merciful, just as
your Father is merciful.

$7“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; * give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap,
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY I Come With Joy (st. 1-3) ELW 482

1 | come with joy, a child of God,
forgiven, loved, and free,
the life of Jesus to recall
in love laid down for me,
in love laid down for me.

2 | come with Christians far and near
to find, as all are fed,
the new community of love
in Christ's communion bread,
in Christ's communion bread.

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,
each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
and strangers now are friends,
and strangers now are friends.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth,
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Clothe all the baptized in your grace. Make them beacons of mercy and justice,
drawing others into community with you. Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in
your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your
mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal
kingdom. Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



The presiding minister adds a concluding collect.

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept
the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Let us offer to God what he has first given us: our selves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of his gracious love.
Amen

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERTORY SONG ELW 884
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer.

Let us pray together.

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and
our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to
wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks.

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful
word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a
light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness and
revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your

holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we may
be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of Psalm 34:

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Happy are they who take refuge in him.

The assembly may be seated.
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CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD based on John 1:29
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COMMUNION

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are
invited to his table. To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor.

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the
Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front
of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain
may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise.

COMMUNION SONG
A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to

share in the Meal.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal.

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you
and preserve you unto everlasting life.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by this
goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the
good news of great joy.

Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling ELW 608

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain
"Come home, (Come home,)
come home! (come home!)
You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me? Refrain

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me. Refrain

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgical Elements
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