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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly upon the service of the day, and then leads 

the assembly in confession. 

Since we have such a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, let us with confidence draw near to God, that we may receive mercy 

and find grace in time of need. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your lovingkindness. In your great 

mercy, wash away our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not 

remove us from your presence; do not take your Spirit away. 

Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and sustain us with your Spirit. Amen 

God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to all who 

confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The service continues with gathering song

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN    Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones   ELW 424 
   



 

 

1 Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 

bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 

raise the glad strain: "Alleluia!" 

Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow'rs, 

archangels, virtues, angel choirs: 

"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 O higher than the cherubim, 

more glorious than the seraphim, 

lead their praises: "Alleluia!" 

Thou bearer of the eternal Word, 

most gracious, magnify the Lord: 

"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 

ye patriarchs and prophets blest: 

"Alleluia! Alleluia!" 

Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 

all saints triumphant, raise the song: 

"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 O friends, in gladness let us sing, 

supernal anthems echoing: 

"Alleluia! Alleluia!" 

To God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Spirit, Three in One: 

"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: J. Athelstan Riley, 1858-1945 Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906. 

 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray. 

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our 

hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know 

goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANTHEM   I’m So Glad 

FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18 

A reading from Acts. 

1 Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the 

gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 

circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men 

and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I 

was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something 

like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners, and it 

came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, 

reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill 

and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing profane or unclean has ever 

entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God 

has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then 

everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to 

me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go 

with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 

accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the 

angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called 

Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 

saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us 

at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave 

them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 

praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the gentiles the repentance that 

leads to life.” 
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The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Ps. 148 

1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 

 2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

 3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you shining stars. 

 4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 

 5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 

 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away.   

 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

 9 mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10 wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds; 

 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12 young men and maidens, 

  old and young together.   

 13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

 14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 

servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6 

A reading from Revelation.  

1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
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 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them and be their God; 

 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 

new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he 

said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To 

the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       based on John 6:6 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 

 

The holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 

God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 

you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that 

you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.  
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SERMON        

HYMN OF THE DAY                Love Divine, All Love Excelling     ELW  631

 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

into ev'ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit; 

let us find thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory, 

till in heav'n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HANDBELL ANTHEM    All Creatures of Our God and King  Spiritoso 
Ringers 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Clothe all the baptized in your grace. Make them beacons of mercy and justice, 

drawing others into community with you. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in 

your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 

Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your 

mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

The presiding minister adds a concluding collect. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept 

the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  

Let us offer to God what he has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love. 

Amen 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 

 

OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 884 

We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     Isaiah 6:6 & Psalm 118:2 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful 

word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a 

light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness and 

revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 

promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your 

holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we may 

be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of  1 Corinthians 5:7 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The assembly may be seated.  

 

CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD    based on John 1:29 

 
 

COMMUNION 
 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 

invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 
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You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 

Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 

of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 

may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 

COMMUNION SONG 

A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 

share in the Meal. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you 

and preserve you unto everlasting life.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 

forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING SONG                           On Our Way Rejoicing              ELW 537 

 

1 On our way rejoicing 

gladly let us go. 

Christ our Lord has conquered; 

vanquished is the foe. 

Christ without, our safety; 

Christ within, our joy; 

who, if we be faithful, 
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can our hope destroy? 

 

Refrain 

On our way rejoicing; 

as we forward move, 

hearken to our praises, 

O blest God of love! 

 

2 Unto God the Father 

joyful songs we sing; 

unto God the Savior 

thankful hearts we bring; 

unto God the Spirit 

bow we and adore, 

on our way rejoicing 

now and evermore.  Refrain 

 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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