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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly upon the service of the day, and then leads 

the assembly in confession. 

Since we have such a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, let us with confidence draw near to God, that we may receive mercy 

and find grace in time of need. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your lovingkindness. In your great 

mercy, wash away our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not 

remove us from your presence; do not take your Spirit away. 

Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and sustain us with your Spirit. Amen 

God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to all who 

confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The service continues with gathering song

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN    The Church of Christ, in Every Age   ELW 729 
   

1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 
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beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

must claim and test its heritage 

and keep on rising from the dead. 

 

2 Across the world, across the street, 

the victims of injustice cry 

for shelter and for bread to eat, 

and never live before they die. 

 

3 Then let the servant church arise, 

a caring church that longs to be 

a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 

4 For he alone, whose blood was shed, 

can cure the fever in our blood, 

and teach us how to share our bread 

and feed the starving multitude. 

 

5 We have no mission but to serve 

in full obedience to our Lord; 

to care for all, without reserve, 

and spread his liberating word. 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company. 

 

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty 

and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

As we sing, children come forward: 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6  

A reading from Acts. 

1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 

high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 

found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 

Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light 

from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 

him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The 

reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, 

and you will be told what you are to do.”  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Ps. 30 

1 I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up 

  and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

 2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, 

  and you restored me to health. 

 3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; 

  you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

 4 Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful; 

  give thanks in holy remembrance.  

 5 God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 
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  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 

 6 While I felt secure, I said, 

  “I shall never be disturbed. 

 7 You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 

  Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 

 8 I cried to you, O Lord; 

  I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 

 9 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 

  Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

 10 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; 

  O Lord, be my helper.”  

 11 You have turned my wailing into dancing; 

  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 

 12 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 

  O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.  

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14 

A reading from Revelation.  

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the 

living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands, 12 singing with full voice, 

 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 

 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 

 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 

sea and all that is in them, singing, 

 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be blessing and honor and glory and might 

 forever and ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 

worshiped. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       based on John 6:6 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

GOSPEL: John 21:1-19 

 

The holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the 

disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there 

together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am 

going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into 

the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They 

answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and 

you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because 

there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the 

Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for 

he had taken it off, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, 

dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred 

yards off. 

  9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 

bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So 

Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-

three of them, and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 

them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who 

are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and 
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gave it to them and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that 

Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 

  15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 

John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 

love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 

love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third 

time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 

that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you 

were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But 

when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a 

belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate 

the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow 

me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON        

HYMN OF THE DAY                What Wondrous Love Is This     ELW  666

 

1 What wondrous love is this, 

O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 

that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse 

for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

2 When I was sinking down, 

sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down 

beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown 

for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

 

 



 

 9 

3 To God and to the Lamb 

I will sing, I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb, 

who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme, 

I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I'm free, 

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

and when from death I'm free, 

I'll sing God's love for me, 

and through eternity 

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and through eternity I'll sing on. 

 
Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Clothe all the baptized in your grace. Make them beacons of mercy and justice, 

drawing others into community with you. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in 

your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 

Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your 

mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

The presiding minister adds a concluding collect. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept 

the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  

Let us offer to God what he has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love. 

Amen 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 

 

OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 884 

We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     Isaiah 6:6 & Psalm 118:2

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful 

word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a 

light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness and 

revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 

promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your 

holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we may 

be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of  1 Corinthians 5:7 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The assembly may be seated.  

 

CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD    based on John 1:29 
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COMMUNION 
 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 

invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 

Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 

of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 

may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 

COMMUNION SONG 

A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 

share in the Meal. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you 

and preserve you unto everlasting life.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 

forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING SONG                           Alleluia! Sing to Jesus              ELW 392 

 
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, 

his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

thunder like a mighty flood: 

"Jesus out of ev'ry nation 

has redeemed us by his blood." 

 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 

are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! he is near us; 

faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received him 

when the forty days were o'er, 

shall our hearts forget his promise: 

"I am with you evermore"? 

 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 

here on earth our food, our stay; 

Alleluia! here the sinful 

flee to you from day to day. 

Intercessor, friend of sinners, 

earth's redeemer, hear our plea 

where the songs of all the sinless 

sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

4 Alleluia! King eternal, 

Lord omnipotent we own; 

Alleluia! born of Mary, 

earth your footstool, heav'n your throne. 

As within the veil you entered, 

robed in flesh, our great high priest, 

here on earth both priest and victim 

in the eucharistic feast. 

 

5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, 

his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

thunder like a mighty flood: 

"Jesus out of ev'ry nation 

                                                     has redeemed us by his blood."       Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 
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DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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