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  GATHERING   
Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and makes necessary 
announcements. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

The assembly stands.  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Gathering Song      How Firm a Foundation     ELW 796   
 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said 

who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
for I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 

 
3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 

your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 
 

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 

 
Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. [Silence for reflection] 

 Almighty God, we praise you that your blessed apostles Peter and 
Paul glorified you by their martyrdoms. Grant that your church 
throughout the world may always be instructed by their teaching 
and example, be knit together in unity by your Spirit, and ever 
stand firm upon the one foundation who is Jesus Christ our Lord, 
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

C Amen. 
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  WORD   
Children’s Message 

Children come forward as we sing “This Little Light of Mine”. 

FIRST READING: Acts 12:1-11 

A reading from Acts. 

1 About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who 
belonged to the church. 2 He had James, the brother of John, killed 
with the sword. 3 After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded 
to arrest Peter also. (This was during the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread.) 4 When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed 
him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring 
him out to the people after the Passover. 5 While Peter was kept in 
prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him. 

 6 The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, 
bound with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while 
guards in front of the door were keeping watch over the 
prison. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shone in 
the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up 
quickly.” And the chains fell off his wrists.  

8 The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” 
He did so. Then he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and 
follow me.” 9 Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that 
what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was 
seeing a vision. 10 After they had passed the first and the second 
guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened 
for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a 
lane, when suddenly the angel left him.  

11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I am sure that the Lord 
has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from 
all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  



 5 

Psalm 87:1-3, 5-7 

1 On the holy mountain 
  stands the city God has founded; 
 2 the LORD loves the gates of Zion 
  more than all the dwellings of Jacob.  
 3 Glorious things are spoken of you, 
  O city of our God. 
 5 Of the city it shall be said, “Everyone was born in Zion, 
  and the Most High shall sustain the city.” 
 6 Enrolling the nations, the LORD records: 
  “These also were born there.” 
 7 The singers and the dancers will say, 
  “All my fresh springs are in you.”  
 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 

A A reading from Second Timothy. 

[Paul writes:] As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, 
and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight; 
I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. 8 From now on there is 
reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also 
to all who have longed for his appearing. 

17 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me 
the message might be fully proclaimed and all the gentiles might hear 
it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me 
from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him 
be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  



 6 

Gospel: John 21:15-19 

P The holy gospel according to Saint John.  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me more than these?”  

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  

16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  

Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  

17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  

Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love 
me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I 
love you.”  

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you 
were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever 
you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where 
you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by 
which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon                  

Song of the Day         What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW 742 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
oh, what needless pain we bear-- 

all because we do not carry 
ev'rything to God in prayer! 
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2 Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged-- 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In his arms he'll take and shield you; 

you will find a solace there. 
 

Prayers of the People 

P Beloved, let us lift prayers to our friend, Jesus, either out loud or 
in silence.  

 

The people may add their own petitions. The prayers conclude with: 
 

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all those for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
Nicene Creed 

Giving thanks to the Spirit for gathering our ancestors at Nicaea, let us 
join our voices to theirs in witness to the true faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

  MEAL   

Sharing Our Gifts 

A Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: ourselves, our 
time and our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church here and around the 
world. Please pass the baskets from front to back. You may also 
make an offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by clicking 

the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. Thank you! 
 

Offertory Anthem (instrumental)  
 

Offering Prayer 
A Let us pray together. 
C God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 

open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your 
table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
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Dialogue 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your 
holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;  

 we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and 
with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 
these your own gifts of bread and wine,  

 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may 
be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and 
be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
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To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 
your holy church, now and forever. 

Lord’s Prayer 

P O Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 
Sharing Holy Communion 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you 
wish to receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand 

or kneel around the altar. 
Communion Music (instrumental)      

Prayer After Communion 

A Let us pray.  
 O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to 
serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 
hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C Amen. 

  SENDING   

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen.  
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Sending Song     Sent Forth by God's Blessing      ELW 547 
 

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The supper is ended. 
Oh, now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
The seed of Christ's teaching, 

receptive souls reaching, 
shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

Your grace shall incite us, 
your love shall unite us 

to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 
to God ever-living, 

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
our faith ever sharing, 

in love ever caring, 
embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

With your feast you feed us, 
with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living 

with praise and thanksgiving 
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
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