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  GATHERING   
Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and makes necessary 
announcements. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

The assembly stands.  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Gathering Song     How Firm a Foundation    ELW 796 
    

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 

 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
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2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 

 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
 

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 

 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 
 

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

 and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 

 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. [Silence for reflection] 
 Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 

your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we 
may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

  WORD   
Children’s Message 

Children come forward as we sing “This Little Light of Mine”. 
 

 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6 

A reading from Genesis. 

1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 
very great.”  

2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And 
Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my 
house is to be my heir.”  

4 But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and the Lord 
reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 50:1-6 

 1 The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 
    calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 
    God shines forth in glory. 
 3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
    with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging 
storm. 
 4 God calls the heavens and the earth from above 
    to witness the judgment of the people.  
 5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, 
    those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with  
   sacrifice.” 
 6 The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 
    for it is God who is judge. 
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

A A reading from Hebrews. 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word 
of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not 
visible. 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place 
that he was to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not 
knowing where he was going.  

9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked forward to the 
city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  

11 By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered 
him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and 
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the 
stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.” 

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, 
but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed 
that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14 for people 
who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, 
they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared 
a city for them. 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 

P The holy gospel according to Saint Luke.  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and 
give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. 

 35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those 
who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding 
banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he 
comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt 
and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 
38 If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds 
them so, blessed are those slaves. 

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour 
the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken 
into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon   

Song of the Day      How Small Our Span of Life   ELW 636 

1 How small our span of life, O God, 
our years from birth till death: 
a single beat within the heart, 

the catching of a breath, 
a drop within the ocean's deep, 

a grain upon the shore, 
a flash of light before we sleep 

to see the sun no more. 
 

  



 7 

2 And yet our speck of life is spanned 
by your infinity; 

our tick of time on earth is caught 
in your eternity. 

While suns and stars spin endlessly 
through depths of cosmic space, 
while aeons roll and ages pass, 

you hold us in your grace. 
 

3 O Christ, you left eternity 
to plunge in time's swift stream, 

to share the shortness of our span, 
our mortal lives redeem. 

You filled your cross-closed years with love; 
you loved us to the end 

and touch us with your risen life 
that ours may time transcend. 

 

4 We thank you, God, for kindling faith 
that lights our transient years, 

illumining our pilgrimage 
through mists of doubt and fears; 
for hope that sees a life beyond 

the swiftly passing days; 
for love, both human and divine, 

that lifts our hearts to praise. 
 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 
Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission.  

Prayers of the People 

P Beloved, let us lift prayers to our friend, Jesus, either out loud or 
in silence.  

 

The people may add their own petitions. The prayers conclude with: 
 

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all those for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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  MEAL   

Sharing Our Gifts 

A Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: ourselves, our 
time and our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church here and around the 
world. Please pass the baskets from front to back. You may also 
make an offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by clicking 

the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. Thank you! 
 

Offertory Anthem (instrumental)  
 
Offering Prayer 
A Let us pray together. 
C God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 

open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your 
table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 

Dialogue 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your 
holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
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and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;  

 we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and 
with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 
these your own gifts of bread and wine,  

 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may 
be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and 
be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 
your holy church, now and forever. 

Lord’s Prayer 

P O Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 
Sharing Holy Communion 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you 
wish to receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand 

or kneel around the altar. 
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Communion Music (instrumental)      

Prayer After Communion 

A Let us pray.   
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  SENDING   

Thanksgiving for the Saturday Service 

P Tonight’s has been the last Saturday evening service for the 
foreseeable future.  For many years, this service has offered an 
alternative to our traditional worship on Sunday mornings.  It has 
been led my many devout servants of God, including Voices of 
Praise and its leaders, Angelo, Andy, Rhoda, and Brian; as well as 
the many pastors and assisting ministers who have proclaimed 
God’s Word.  

P Let us give thanks for the ministry that has happened on these 
Saturday nights, for the fellowship we have enjoyed in Christ, and 
for the people who have been fed and nurtured in the faith here.  

 Even as we mark the end of an era, we acknowledge how we all are 
participants in God’s mission that continues beyond this day and 
these walls. 

A Let us pray. 

 O God, your mighty word at the dawn of creation breathed life into 
the earth and all of its inhabitants. By the gift of your incarnate 
Word in Jesus, you brought good news of life and salvation to all 
humankind. Through your word proclaimed in worship here, this 
congregation has been challenged and healed. 

 Let your voice, which has sounded here so many evenings, echo in 
our lives and remind us that, by night or by day, we are your people 
and you are our God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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Blessing 

P You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sending Song   O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (1-4)    ELW 886 
   

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace! 

 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad 

the honors of your name. 
 

3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
and bids our sorrows cease, 

sings music in the sinner's ears, 
brings life and health and peace. 

 
4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 

new life the dead receive; 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

the humble poor believe. 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
 

Dismissal 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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