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PRELUDE 

 

INVITATORY 

The assembly stands. The leader begins the dialogue, and the assembly responds, 

concluding with a doxology. 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

PSALMODY 

MORNING PSALM: PS.  95 sung to ELW 778 (“The Lord’s My Shepherd”) 

O come, let us sing to the Lord:  come, let us ev’ry one 

A joyful noise make to the Rock  of our salvat –i--  on. 

A joyful noise make to the Rock  of our salvat –i--  on. 

Let us before his presence come with praise and thankful voice; 

Let us sing psalms to him with grace, and make a joyful noise. 

Let us sing psalms to him with grace, and make a joyful noise. 

For God, a great God, and great King,  above all gods he is. 

Depths of the earth are in his hand,  the strength of hills is his. 

Depths of the earth are in his hand,  the strength of hills is his. 

To him the spacious sea belongs,  for he the same did make; 

The dry land also from his hands  its form at first did take. 

The dry land also from his hands  its form at first did take. 

O come, and let us worship him,  let us bow down withal, 

And on our knees before the Lord  our Maker let us fall. 

And on our knees before the Lord  our Maker let us fall. 

The assembly is seated. 

The psalmody continues with one or more additional psalms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: PS. 138 
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1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because 

of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. R 
3 When I called, you answered me; 

you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 

when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 

that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

perceiving the haughty from afar. R 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand 

shall save me. 
8 You will make good your purpose for me; 

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the 

works of your hands. R 

 

THE PSALM PRAYER 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he 

might draw the whole world to himself. To those who look upon the cross, 

grant your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN   Lift High the Cross   ELW 660 
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Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 

bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 

 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188 

WORD 

The assembly is seated. 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9 

A reading from Numbers. 

[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] 4b but the people became discouraged 

on the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous 

serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites 

died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking 

against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents 

from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make 

a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look 

at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and 

whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of 

bronze and live. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 HYMN   Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling  ELW 608 
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1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

watching for you and for me. 

 

Refrain 

"Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 

You who are weary, come home." 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, "O sinner, come home!" 

 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 

 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

 
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

 

Gospel: John 3:13-17 

A reading from St. John. 

[Jesus said:] 13 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended 

from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

 

GOSPEL HYMN  Blessed Be the God of Israel    ELW 250 

The assembly stands to sing the song of Zechariah, based on Luke 1:68-79.  
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1 Blessed be the God of Israel 

who comes to set us free 

and raises up new hope for us: 

a Branch from David’s tree. 

So have the prophets long declared 

that with a mighty arm 

God would turn back our enemies 

and all who wish us harm. 

 

2 With promised mercy will God still 

the covenant recall, 

the oath once sworn to Abraham, 

from foes to save us all; 

that we might worship without fear 

and offer lives of praise, 

in holiness and righteousness 

to serve God all our days. 

 

3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 

you will prepare the way, 

to tell God’s people they are saved 

from sin’s eternal sway. 

Then shall God’s mercy from on high 

shine forth and never cease 

to drive away the gloom of death 

and lead us into peace. 

 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79 Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

OFFERING  
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Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and 

our possessions, signs of God’s gracious love. 

 An offering is received for the work of the church. 

 

OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 186 

We rise to sing 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 

grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 

bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

The assembly stands.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, teach your church to pray. Raise up bishops, pastors, deacons and 

lay leaders who will pray with the simplicity and sincerity that Christ showed 

his disciples, until all people experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having 

no preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your 

will on earth as in heaven. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our 

relationships in the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek 

help. Strengthen feeding, clothing, and housing ministries and community 

partnerships. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their 

deepest needs. (We pray especially for . . . ) Gather them to your constant, 

loving presence, that they may rest in the confidence of life with you. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast 

love and continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER       From the Small Catechism, 1529 
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Let us pray. 

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, 

that you have protected us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask 

that you would also protect us today from sin and all evil, so that our life and 

actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, 

our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the 

wicked foe may have no power over us. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

BLESSING 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 

us. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn    Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing   ELW 544 
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1  Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, 

worship, thanks, devotion voicing: 

glory be to God on high! 

Christ, your cross and passion sharing, 

by the eucharist declaring 

yours the final victory. 

 

 

2 Scattered flock, one shepherd sharing, 

lost and lonely, one voice hearing, 

ears attentive to your word; 

by your blood new life receiving, 

in your body, firm believing, 

we are yours, and you the Lord. 

 

3 Sins forgiven, wrongs forgiving, 

we go forth alert and living 

in your Spirit, strong and free. 

Partners in your new creation, 

seeking peace in ev'ry nation, 

may we faithful foll'wers be. 

 
Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902-1983, alt. 

Text © Oxford University Press.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

As we leave, let us share a sign of peace with one another. 

 

Adapted from sundaysandseasons.com. 
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