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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

One of the following or another confession is prayed.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the

name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The assembly stands.

The service continues with gathering hymn.



GATHERING HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685

1 Take my life, that [ may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.

3 Take my voice and let me sing
always, only, for my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee.

4 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would I withhold;
take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.

5 Take my will and make it thine,
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own,
it shall be thy royal throne.

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.

GREETING
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

peace

to God’s

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep

. -
peo - ple

on

<

earth.

our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace
revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7
A reading from Amos.

* Hear this, you who trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
> saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,
®buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
"The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsaLm 113
The psalm for the day is sung.

! Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord;

praise the name of the Lord.

’Let the name of the Lord be blessed,
from this time forth for- evermore.

3 From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the Lord be praised.

*The Lord is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.

> Who is like the Lord our God,
who sits enthroned on high,

°but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?

"The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,

® enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.

’ The Lord makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: 1Timothy 2:1-7
A reading from Timothy.

! First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for everyone, “ for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. ° This is right and acceptable before
God our Savior, * who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. ° For
there 1s one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
®who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.’ For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I
am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. ? So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any longer.” * Then
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. * T have decided



what to do so that, when [ am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their
homes.” ° So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much
do you owe my master?” ° He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him,
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” " Then he asked another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take
your bill and make it eighty.” ® And his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing
with their own generation than are the children of light. * And I tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you
into the eternal homes.

1V“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. '' If, then, you have not been faithful
with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? ' And if you have not
been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? '*No
slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor T. Wes Moore

HYMN OF THE DAY Let Streams of Living Justice ELW 710

1  Let streams of living justice
flow down upon the earth;
give freedom's light to captives,
let all the poor have worth.
The hungry's hands are pleading,
the workers claim their rights,
the mourners long for laughter,
the blinded seek for sight.
Make liberty a beacon,
strike down the iron pow'r;
abolish ancient vengeance:
proclaim your people's hour.

2 For healing of the nations,
for peace that will not end,
for love that makes us lovers,
God grant us grace to mend.
Weave our varied gifts together;
knit our lives as they are spun;
on your loom of time enroll us
till our thread of life is run.

O great weaver of our fabric,

bind church and world in one;

dye our texture with your radiance,
light our colors with your sun.

Your city's built to music;
we are the stones you seek;
your harmony is language;
we are the words you speak.
Our faith we find in service,
our hope in others' dreams,
our love in hand of neighbor;
our homeland brightly gleams.
Inscribe our hearts with justice;
your way—the path untried;
your truth—the heart of stranger;
your life—the Crucified.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934 Text © 1989



NICENE CREED
An assisting minister introduces the Creed.

Let us confess the ancient faith of the living church, in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and eternal:
Hear our prayer.

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found
without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For Phyllis, our synod’s Bishop, for Elizabeth our Presiding Bishop, and for Yehiel who
will succeed her; for our partners in Papua New Guinea; and for all the holy people of
God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may
receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and all nations, that they may seek peace and justice, including Congo and
Yemen, Israel and Gaza, Russia and Ukraine, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all
who are in danger [including ...J, that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to
you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For Lawrence of Rome, and for all who have died in the communion of your Church
[including ...] , as well as those those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the
saints, they may have eternal peace, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
The presiding minister adds a concluding collect.

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, now and forever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Let us offer to God what God has first given to us: our selves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of his gracious love.

Amen
OFFERTORY SONG ELW 184
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward.
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer.
Let us pray together.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.



DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister offers the assembly’s sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.
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You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy
Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that
we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly
blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be
given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresess the assembly in the words of Psalm 34.
13



Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Happy are those who take refuge in him.

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD

based on John 1:29
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COMMUNION

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are
invited to his table. To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor.

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the
Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front
of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain
may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.
The ministers commune either after or before others commune.

COMMUNION SONG
A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to
share in the Meal.
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister minister blesses those who have shared in the meal.

May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace

Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God ELW669
1 Rise up, O saints of God! redress sin's cruel consequence;
From vain ambitions turn; give justice larger place.
Christ rose triumphant that your
hearts 4 @Give heed, O saints of God!
with nobler zeal might burn. Creation cries in pain;
stretch forth your hand of healing
2 Speak out, O saints of God! now,
Despair engulfs earth's frame; with love the weak sustain.
as heirs of God's baptismal grace,
the word of hope proclaim. 5 Commit your hearts to seek
the paths which Christ has trod;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r,
The kingdom's task embrace; rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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