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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 
The music offered during the Prelude helps us prepare our hearts and minds to worship 
God. 
 
THE GREAT LITANY 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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The service continues with gathering hymn
 
Gathering Hymn                 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days             ELW 319 
 

1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 
you prayed and kept the fast; 
inspire repentance for our sin, 

and free us from our past. 
 

2 You strove with Satan, and you won; 
your faithfulness endured; 

lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust 
in God's eternal word. 

 
3 Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed 

and fixed your mind above; 
so teach us to deny ourselves 
that we may know God's love. 

 
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 

and all our earthly days, 
that when the final Easter dawns, 

we join in heaven's praise. 
 

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship 

 
GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around 
us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep 
us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



 

 7 

The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

A reading from  Genesis. 
 15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
  3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in 
the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together 
and made loincloths for themselves. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: 32 
  1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is put away! 
 2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
 3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
  because of my groaning all day long. 
 4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  
 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the 
guilt of my sin. 
 6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
 7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
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  I will guide you with my eye.  
 9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
 10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 

A reading from Romans.  
12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so 
death spread to all because all have sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the world before the 
law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of 
the one who was to come. 
  15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of 
the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the gift is not like the effect 
of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, 
but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because of the one 
man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the 
one man, Jesus Christ. 
  18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s 
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as through the one 
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience 
the many will be made righteous. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Joel 2:13 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 4:1-11 
The holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 
written, 
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, 
if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, 
Satan! for it is written, 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON      
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HYMN OF THE DAY            I Want Jesus to Walk with Me   ELW 325 
 
1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
I want Jesus to walk with me; 
all along my pilgrim journey, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
when my heart is almost breaking, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 

 11 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer. 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 
and its needs. 
A brief silence. 
God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist 
temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten this 
planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and 
gentleness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence 
with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage to 
those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace to 
all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. (Especially 
we pray for . . .) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread, 
bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and for 
those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
The assembly is seated. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  
Let us offer to God what he has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of his gracious love. 
Amen. 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 
OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 184 
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.Amen. 

 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY,  HOLY, HOLY     Isaiah 6:6 & Psalm 118:26  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of John 1:29: 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 

The assembly may be seated.  
 
CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD    based on John 1:29 
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COMMUNION 
 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 
invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 
You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 
Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 
of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 
may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 
COMMUNION HYMN 
A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 
share in the Meal. 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you 
and preserve you unto everlasting life.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 
peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
and Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG         Jesus, Still Lead On       ELW 624 
 

1 Jesus, still lead on, 
till our rest be won; 

and, although the way be cheerless, 
we will follow, calm and fearless; 

guide us by your hand 
to the promised land. 

 
2 If the way be drear, 

if the foe be near, 
let no faithless fears o'ertake us, 
let not faith and hope forsake us; 

safely past the foe 
to our home we go. 

 
3 When we seek relief 

from a long-felt grief, 
when temptations come alluring 
make us patient and enduring; 

show us that bright shore 
where we weep no more. 

 
4 Jesus, still lead on, 
till our rest be won; 

heav'nly leader, still direct us, 
still support, console, protect us, 

till we safely stand 
in the promised land. 

 
Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt. 1878, alt

 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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