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GATHERING 

BLESSING THE PALMS 
People, and especially children, gather by the entrance to the nave, 
The presiding minister begins (repeated one or more times): 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and 
king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his 
death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

The assisting minister addresses the assembly. 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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ENTRANCE SONG          All Glory, Laud and Honor             ELW 344 
Refrain 

 All glory, laud, and honor 
 to you, redeemer, king, 
 to whom the lips of children 
 made sweet hosannas ring. 

 
1 You are the king of Israel 
 and David's royal Son, 
 now in the Lord's name coming, 
 our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 

 
2 The company of angels  
 are praising you on high; 
 creation and all mortals  
 in chorus make reply.  Refrain 

 
3 The multitude of pilgrims 
 with palms before you went; 
 our praise and prayer and anthems 
 before you we present.  Refrain 
 
4 To you, before your passion, 
 they sang their hymns of praise. 
 To you, now high exalted, 
 our melody we raise.  Refrain 
 
5 Their praises you accepted; 
 accept the prayers we bring, 
 great author of all goodness, 
 O good and gracious King.  Refrain 

 
Text: Theodulph of Orleans, 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE                
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. 
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the 
servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of 
those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise 
him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE FIRST READING         Isaiah 50:4-9a 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ANTHEM   All Together   

THE SECOND READING    Philippians 2:5-11 
A reading from Philippians. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Joel 2:13 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel  
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GOSPEL          St. Matthew 21:1-11 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 
‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the 
donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 

 
The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
  



 8 

HYMN OF THE DAY      Ride on, Ride On in Majesty         ELW 346 
 
1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 Hear all the tribes hosanna cry; 
 O Savior meek, your road pursue, 
 with palms and scattered garments 

strewed. 
 
2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
 O Christ, your triumphs now begin 
 o'er captive death and conquered 

sin. 
 
  

3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The hosts of angels in the sky 

 look down with sad and wond'ring 
eyes to see the approaching 
sacrifice. 

 
4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die, 
 bow your meek head to mortal 

pain, then take, O Christ, your 
pow'r and reign! 

 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791-1868, alt.

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us affirm our faith: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need 

As creation cries Hosanna, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

A brief silence. 
O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers 
in your church both globally and locally (here local bishops, pastors, deacons, 
and lay preachers may be named). Open our hearts to encounter the infinite 
life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and 
sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness 
to your saving love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build 
your beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries 
so that they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, 
like Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be 
with those experiencing pain or loss this day (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy 
Week. Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for (Hans Nielsen 
Hauge) all the faithful departed who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from 
death’s power and raise us to life in you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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MEAL 
OFFERING 

Let us offer to God what he has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of his gracious love. 
Amen. 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in 
need. 
OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 184 
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
The assisting minister offers a prayer. 

Let us pray together. [A brief silence] 
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and 
the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may 
know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may 
come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS  

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy 

will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
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his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are 
able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own 
gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled 
with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of 
sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our 
inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of the Eastern 
liturgy: 

Holy things for a holy people. 
Jesus Christ is the Holy One.  

The assembly may be seated.  
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COMMUNION 
We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized 
Christians are invited to his table.  To learn about baptism, speak to a pastor. 
You may eat the bread and drink from the cup, or dip the bread into the cup and 
receive both elements together. If you prefer to receive Communion in your pew, 
notify an usher. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

COMMUNION SONG:   Agnus Dei            (St. John 1:29) 
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BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister 
gives a table blessing. 

May the true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood 
strengthen you and preserve you unto everlasting life. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 
Lord, you feed us with bread from heaven.  May we listen with faith to 
your only-begotten Son, and become your children in name and in fact. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the Trinity. 

Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SENDING HYMN:            There in God’s Garden          ELW 342 

1 There in God's garden 
stands the Tree of Wisdom, 
whose leaves hold forth 
the healing of the nations: 
Tree of all knowledge, 
Tree of all compassion, 
Tree of all beauty. 

 
2 Its name is Jesus, 

name that says, "Our Savior!" 
There on its branches 
see the scars of suff'ring; 
see where the tendrils 
of our human selfhood 
feed on its lifeblood. 
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3 Thorns not its own 
are tangled in its foliage; 

our greed has starved it, 
our despite has choked it. 

Yet, look! it lives! 
its grief has not destroyed it 

nor fire consumed it. 
 

4 See how its branches 
reach to us in welcome; 

hear what the Voice says, 
"Come to me, ye weary! 

Give me your sickness, 
give me all your sorrow, 
I will give blessing." 

 
5 This is my ending, 

this my resurrection; 
into your hands, Lord, 

I commit my spirit. 
This have I searched for; 

now I can possess it. 
This ground is holy. 

 
6 All heav'n is singing, 

"Thanks to Christ whose passion 
offers in mercy 

healing, strength, and pardon. 
Peoples and nations, 
take it, take it freely!" 
Amen! My Master! 

 
Text: Király Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590-c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982 Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 

 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Some liturgical material copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS009239. 
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER 
At Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

 
Maundy Thursday  (2 April, 7 pm) 

A memorial of the Last Supper  
 

Good Friday (3 April, Noon and 7 pm) 
Spoken prayer at noon, and  

the Service of Darkness in the evening 
 

 
 

Easter Sunrise Matins (5 April, 6:30 am) 
As the sun rises in the east, we rejoice in the rising of Christ 

 
Easter Fellowship (5 April, 8:45-10:15 am) 

Including a Children’s Egg Hunt, Story & Craft 
 

Easter Festival Communion (5 April, 10:30 am) 
Sing out, earth and skies! 


