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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 
The music offered during the Prelude helps us prepare our hearts and minds to worship 
God. 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn             Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  ELW 533   
 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
Zion, let me enter there, 

where my soul in joyful duty 
waits for God who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, 
filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 
2 Gracious God, I come before thee; 

come thou also unto me; 
where we find thee and adore thee, 

there a heav'n on earth must be. 
To my heart, oh, enter thou, 

let it be thy temple now! 
 

3 Here thy praise is gladly chanted, 
here thy seed is duly sown; 

let my soul, where it is planted, 
bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

so that all I hear may be 
fruitful unto life in me. 

 
4 Thou my faith increase and quicken, 

let me keep thy gift divine; 
howsoe'er temptations thicken, 
may thy word still o'er me shine 
as my guiding star through life, 

as my comfort in all strife. 
 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 
let thy will be done indeed; 

may I undisturbed draw near thee 
while thou dost thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; 
here is balm for all our woes. 

 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
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GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

A reading from Isaiah. 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 12 For you shall go out in joy 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: 65:[1-8] 9-13 
 1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
 2 To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 
 3 Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
 4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your 
temple.  
 5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
 6 You make firm the mountains by your power; 
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  you are girded about with might. 
 7 You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
 8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  
 9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 
God is full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
 10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 11 You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves 
with grain; 
  let them shout for joy and sing.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

A reading from Romans.  
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and 
the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But 
when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered 
away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 
 
  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
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indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON      

HYMN OF THE DAY      On What Has Now Been Sown  ELW 550 
             

1 On what has now been sown 
your blessing, Lord, bestow; 

the pow'r is yours alone 
to make it sprout and grow. 

O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, 
and yours alone shall be the praise! 

 
2 To you our wants are known, 

from you are all our pow'rs; 
accept what is your own 
and pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive 
and to your word a blessing give. 

 
3 Oh, grant that each of us, 

now met before you here, 
may meet together thus 

when you and yours appear, 
and follow you to heav'n, our home. 
E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. 

 
Let us affirm our faith. 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 
A brief silence. 
God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the 
garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions 
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and 
the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set 
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world 
(global concerns may be named). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all 
who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have 
exhausted their resources, and for local concerns (especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May 
those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment 
among us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We 
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith (especially Bishop Nathan 
Söderblom, whom the church commemorates today). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares 
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  
Let us offer to God what he has first given us: ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of his gracious love. 
Amen. 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 
OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 184 
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY,  HOLY, HOLY     

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

The assembly may be seated.  
 
CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD        
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COMMUNION 
 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 
invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 
You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 
Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 
of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 
may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 
COMMUNION HYMN 
A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 
share in the Meal. 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. The congregation rises 
in body or in spirit. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you 
and preserve you unto everlasting life.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG      The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  ELW 551 

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 
we go in Jesus' name 

to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
God's favor to proclaim. 

 
2 We go to comfort those who mourn 

and set the burdened free; 
where hope is dim, to share a dream 

and help the blind to see. 
 

3 We go to be the hands of Christ, 
to scatter joy like seed 

and, all our days, to cherish life, 
to do the loving deed. 

 
4 Then let us go to serve in peace, 

the gospel to proclaim. 
God's Spirit has empowered us; 

we go in Jesus' name. 
 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publication 
 

 
 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
Liturgical Elements 
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