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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
PRELUDE 
The music offered during the Prelude helps us prepare our hearts and minds to worship 
God. 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn              Praise and Thanksgiving   ELW 689  

 
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 

for all things living, you have made good: 
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 

hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
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2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, 
that with our neighbor we may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 
harvesting, milling for daily bread. 

 
3 Father, providing food for your children, 

by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 
one with another, so that, rejoicing 

with us, all others may know your care. 
 

4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 
freely confessing your gracious hand. 

Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 
your love sustaining showers the land. 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 

GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19 
    A reading from Wisdom of Solomon 
 13 For neither is there any god besides you whose care is for all people, 
 to whom you should prove that you have not judged unjustly, 
 16 For your strength is the source of righteousness, 
 and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all. 
 17 For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness of your power, 
 and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it. 
 18 Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge fairly, 
 and with great forbearance you govern us, 
 for you have power to act whenever you choose. 
 
 19 Through such works you have taught your people 
 that the righteous must be kind, 
 and you have filled your children with good hope, 
 because you give repentance for sins. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: 86:11-17 
 11 Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; 
  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
  and glorify your name for evermore.  
 13 For great is your love toward me; 
  you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent      
  they have not set you before their eyes. 
 15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kind ness and truth. 
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 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 
 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put         
to shame; because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 

A reading from Romans.  
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also 
be glorified with him. 
 
  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will 
be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it 
suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
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Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was 
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But 
he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 
  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are 
the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy 
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 
angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end 
of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of 
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON      

HYMN OF THE DAY      For the Fruit of All Creation  ELW 679 
             

1 For the fruit of all creation, 
thanks be to God. 

For these gifts to ev'ry nation, 
thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safekeeping, 

thanks be to God. 
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2 In the just reward of labor, 
God's will is done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, 
God's will is done. 

In our worldwide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 

God's will is done. 
 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, 

thanks be to God. 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company 

Let us affirm our faith. 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may 
be adapted or used as appropriate. 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. 
Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the 
complexities of life, guide us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, 
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s 
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in 
righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely 
toward the flourishing of all. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted 
by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness 
to their character, or illness or injury. (We pray especially for . . .) God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, 
daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers 
preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time 
babysitters. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and 
places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun 
in your presence. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
The assembly is seated. 

THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING  

Let us offer to God what he has first given us: ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of his gracious love. 
Amen. 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in 
need. 
OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 184 
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
 unite them with the prayers we offer. 
 Grace our table with your presence, 
 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste 
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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HYMN OF THANKSGIVING       All People That on Earth Do Dwell ELW 883 
 

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 
come ye before him and rejoice. 

 
2 Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

without our aid he did us make. 
We are his folk, he doth us feed, 
and for his sheep he doth us take. 

 
3 Oh, enter then his gates with praise; 

approach with joy his courts unto; 
praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

for it is seemly so to do. 
 

4 For why? The Lord our God is good: 
His mercy is forever sure; 

his truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure. 

 
5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

the God whom heav'n and earth adore, 
from us and from the angel host 
be praise and glory evermore. 

Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1594 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
The presiding minister leads one of the following or another appropriate prayer. 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 
into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of 
life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
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By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 
For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 
Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, 
draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG      Sing to the Lord of Harvest  ELW 694 

1 Sing to the Lord of harvest 
your songs of love and praise; 
with joyful hearts and voices 

your alleluias raise; 
by him the rolling seasons 

in fruitful order move; 
sing to the Lord of harvest 

a joyous song of love. 
 

2 God makes the clouds drop fatness, 
the deserts bloom and spring, 
the hills leap up in gladness, 
the valleys laugh and sing. 

God fills them with his fullness, 
all things with large increase 

and crowns the year with goodness, 
with plenty and with peace. 

 
3 Bring to this sacred altar 
the gifts his goodness gave, 

the golden sheaves of harvest, 
the souls Christ died to save. 

Your hearts lay down before him 
when at his feet you fall, 

and with your lives adore him 
who gave his life for all. 

 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 

 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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