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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 
The music offered during the Prelude helps us prepare our hearts and minds to worship 
God. 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn             Take My Life, That I May Be  ELW 583  
 

Refrain 
Take my life, that I may be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
1 Take my hands and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 
take my feet and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 
 

2 Take my silver and my gold, 
not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect and use 
ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain 

 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 

always, only for my King; 
take my lips and let them be 

filled with messages from thee.  Refrain 
 

4 Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adap.; Spanish text: Vicente Mendoza, 1875-1955 

GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and 
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
A reading from Jonah. 
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them, and he did not do it. 
 
  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 
the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a 
gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting 
from punishment. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for 
me to die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then 
Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself 
there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
  6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 
bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the 
sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. 
He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
 
  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the 
bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a 
night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that 
great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 145:1-8 
 1 I will exalt you, my God and king, 
  and bless your name forever  and ever. 
 2 Every day will I bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 
 3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! 
  There is no end to your greatness. 
 4 One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power.  
 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
  and all your marvelous works. 
 6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
  and I will recount your greatness. 
 7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
 8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 

A reading from Philippians.  
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but 
to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ 
Jesus because of me. 
  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether 
I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence 
of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering 
for him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 
The holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he 
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because 
no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening 
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them 
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because 
I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON      
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HYMN OF THE DAY           As Saints of Old   ELW 695
 

1 As saints of old their first fruits brought 
of orchard, flock, and field 

to God, the giver of all good, 
the source of bounteous yield; 

so we today first fruits would bring, 
the wealth of this good land, 

of farm and market, shop and home, 
of mind and heart and hand. 

 
2 A world in need now summons us 

to labor, love, and give; 
to make our life an offering 

to God, that all may live. 
The church of Christ is calling us 

to make the dream come true: 
a world redeemed by Christ-like love; 

all life in Christ made new. 
 

3 In gratitude and humble trust 
we bring our best today 

to serve your cause and share your love 
with all along life's way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 
in Jesus Christ your Son, 

teach us to give ourselves each day 
until life's work is done. 

 
Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

 
Let us affirm our faith. 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us. 
A brief silence. 
Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our 
anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your 
creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile 
conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring an 
end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their 
value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill, 
and for all in any need (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the 
community (especially). Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors 
with our time and talents. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones 
whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  
Let us offer to God what he has first given us: ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of his gracious love. 
Amen. 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 
OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 884 
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 
neighbors, today and always. 
Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY,  HOLY, HOLY     

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
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Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

The assembly may be seated.  
CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD        

 
 
 
 
 



 

 14 

COMMUNION 
 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 
invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 
You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 
Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 
of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 
may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 
COMMUNION HYMN 
A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 
share in the Meal. 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. The congregation rises 
in body or in spirit. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you 
and preserve you unto everlasting life.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 

 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
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The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG     Rise Up, O Saints of God!   ELW 669

1 Rise up, O saints of God! 
From vain ambitions turn; 

Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 
with nobler zeal might burn. 

 
2 Speak out, O saints of God! 
Despair engulfs earth's frame; 

as heirs of God's baptismal grace, 
the word of hope proclaim. 

 
3 Rise up, O saints of God! 
The kingdom's task embrace; 

redress sin's cruel consequence; 
give justice larger place. 

 
4 Give heed, O saints of God! 

Creation cries in pain; 
stretch forth your hand of healing now, 

with love the weak sustain. 
 

5 Commit your hearts to seek 
the paths which Christ has trod; 

and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r, 
rise up, O saints of God! 

 
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936 Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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