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ABOUT THE SERVICE 
Today, we will bless the many quilts hand-sewn by our friends and members. Project 

Linus, a group serving children (babies to teenagers) in several surrounding counties, 
will distribute the quilts, to people in desperate need and circumstances. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
PRELUDE 
The music offered during the Prelude helps us prepare our hearts and minds to worship 
God. 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn               God Is Here!   ELW 526 
 

1 God is here! As we your people 
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, 
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit 
into open minds and hearts. 

 
2 Here are symbols to remind us 

of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, 
here in silence, as in speech, 

here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 

 
3 Here our children find a welcome 

in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
here as bread and wine are taken, 

Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant 

seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living 

to believe and to adore. 
 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel; 

help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
all we have to give, receive; 

we, who cannot live without you, 
we adore you! We believe! 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company 
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GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as 
the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from 
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 
have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the 
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 
life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they 
had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel 
says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not 
your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 
says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity 
will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the 
Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: 25:1-9 
 1 To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
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  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4 Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, 
O Lord. 
 8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9 You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 

A reading from Philippians.  
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in 
the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 
others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
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  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
The holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We 
do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things. 
 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
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and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his 
mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, 
‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way 
of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe 
him.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON      

HYMN OF THE DAY    Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways  ELW 772
 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
to keep his statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
to know and do his will! 

 
2 Order my footsteps by your word 

and make my heart sincere; 
let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
but keep my conscience clear. 

 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

a stricter watch to keep; 
and should I e'er forget your way, 

restore your wand'ring sheep. 
 

4 Make me to walk in your commands, 
'tis a delightful road; 

nor let my head or heart or hands 
offend against my God. 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 
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Let us affirm our faith. 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 
Andrea Mutterer, the ministry leader, will speak about the significance of the quilts.  
The presider then addresses the assembly. 

Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and seek God’s blessing as we 
send these quilts to Project Linus, to use in its ministry to the poor.  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made the whole earth for 
your glory; all creation praises you. 
Renew in us the commitment to use our gifts in the service of others, and especially of 
those in need. 
Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked, 
comfort the weary and outcast, welcome the stranger, care for creation, and be loving 
neighbors to all people. 

Each worshiper may place a hand upon the nearest quilt. 
Bless these quilts. May those who receive them find dignity in their use and comfort 
in their warmth, and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people. 

The prayer concludes: 
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To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and forever.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us. 
A brief silence. 
Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the 
cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult truths. 
Show all your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world through 
sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use 
their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with 
your forgiveness. Help all those in need (especially). Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous 
learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. As 
we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  
Let us offer to God what he has first given us: ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of his gracious love. 
Amen. 

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need. 
OFFERTORY SONG         ELW 884 
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer. 

Let us pray together. 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 
neighbors, today and always. 
Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY,  HOLY, HOLY     

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks. 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

The assembly may be seated.  
CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD        

 
COMMUNION 
 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are 
invited to his table.  To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor. 
You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the 
Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front 
of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain 
may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 
A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to 
share in the Meal. 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. The congregation rises 
in body or in spirit. 

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you 
and preserve you unto everlasting life.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     What God Ordains Is Good Indeed   ELW 776

1 What God ordains is good indeed, 
for all life well providing. 
The will of God is best for me, 
the ground of my confiding. 
My faithful God, 
on ev'ry road 
you know the way unfolding 
and my hand you are holding. 
 
2 What God ordains is good indeed: 
my light, my life, my Savior! 
No ill can get the best of me; 
God's care will never waver. 
Through joy and pain 
I shall attain 
the dawn disclosing clearly 
that God has loved me dearly. 
 
 

3 What God ordains is good indeed. 
When hope seems like delusion, 
I taste the bitter cup and plead, 
"Lord, quench my fear, confusion." 
God ends the night, 

restores delight; 
by faith I face tomorrow 
and yield to God all sorrow. 
 
4 What God ordains is good indeed. 
My Lord will never fail me 
on danger's path, in deepest need, 
when death in grief shall veil me. 
My God so dear 
will draw me near, 
in loving arms will hold me, 
at last in light enfold me. 
 
Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951 Text © 
2000 Augsburg Fortress

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgical Elements 
 
sundaysandseasons.com © 2002 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  


