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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

One of the following or another confession is prayed.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The assembly stands.

The service continues with gathering hymn.



GATHERING HYMN For All the Saints ELW 422

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

3 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

4 And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
and hearts are brave again and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

5 The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

7 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897

GREETING
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in
lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for
those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17

A reading from Revelation.
’ After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. '’ They cried out in a loud
voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!”
' And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, '* singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

'Y Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?” '“ I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

" For this reason they are before the throne of God

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
' They will hunger no more and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat,

7 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 34:1-10, 22
'T will bless the Lord at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.
T will glory in the Lord;
let the lowly hear and rejoice.
? Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;
let us exalt God’s name together.
*1 sought the Lord, who answered me
and delivered me from all my terrors.
? Look upon the Lord and be radiant,
and let not your faces be ashamed.
°T called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me
and saved me from all my troubles.
" The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord
and delivers them.
“Taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are they who take refuge in God!
’Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord,
for those who fear the Lord lack nothing.
'"The lions are in want and suffer hunger,
but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
20 Lord, you redeem the life of your servants,

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-3
A reading from 1 John.

' See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and
that 1s what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know

him. * Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him
as he is. * And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. * And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

? “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

*“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

°“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

““Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

’“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

'U«Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

' “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. '* Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor T. Wes Moore

During the hymn, worshippers may come forward (or send someone for them) to light a
candle in memory of the saints dearest to their memory.



HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice in God's Saints ELW 418

1 Rejoice in God's saints today and all days!
A world without saints forgets how to praise.
Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer,
their depth of adoring, Lord, help us to share.

2 Some march with events to turn them God's way;
some need to withdraw, the better to pray;
some carry the gospel through fire and through flood:
our world is their parish, their purpose is God.

3 Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown,
who bear someone's cross, or shoulder their own:
they share our complaining, our comforts, our cares:
what patience in caring, what courage is theirs!

4 Rejoice in God's saints today and all days!
A world without saints forgets how to praise.
In loving, in living, they prove it is true:
their way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us profess our faith together:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Fill your church with mercy and humility as we proclaim the gospel in our worship and
witness in the world. Renew and inspire all who preach and teach among us. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Restore all lands suffering from ecological degradation. Protect soils and waterways
(local places may be named). Point us toward innovative ways of living in harmony and
joy with creation. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Unite the nations in their actions toward justice and peace. Raise up leaders who listen
deeply for the needs of their communities, and surround the election process with wisdom
and discernment. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bring comfort and care to all who are in need, especially all who mourn this day. Sustain
any who are weary, experiencing loneliness, or struggling with chronic illness
(especially). God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Nurture programs and communities that support elders and those who are homebound.
Bless caregivers, nurses, chaplains, social workers, and hospice staff. Guide this
congregation’s ministry with seniors and their families. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With grateful hearts we remember all who have died and now rest from their labors
(those who have died in the past year may be named). Fill us with songs of praise until
we too are gathered at your side. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus, your beloved.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. The assembly is seated.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

Let us offer to God what God has first given to us: our selves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of his gracious love.
Amen

OFFERTORY SONG ELW 884
We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer.
Let us pray together.

Eternal God,

our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer, and all
that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of Psalm 34.



Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Happy are those who take refuge in him.

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are
invited to his table. To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor.

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the
Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front
of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain
may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.
The ministers commune either after or before others commune.

COMMUNION SONG
A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to
share in the Meal.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal.



May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart ELW 800

1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart,
and make me love you as I ought to love.

2 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,
no angel visitant, no op'ning skies;
but take the dimness of my soul away.

3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!

4 Teach me to love you as your angels love,
one holy passion filling all my frame:
the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove,
my heart an altar, and your love the flame.

Text: George Croly, 1780-1860
DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.
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