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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

The music offered during the Prelude helps us prepare our hearts and minds to worship
God.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,

let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn All My Hope on God Is Founded ELW 757

1 All my hope on God is founded
who will all my trust renew,
who through change and chance will guide me,
only good and only true.
God unknown, God alone,
call my heart to be thine own.

2 Mortal pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray our trust;
what with care and toil we fashion,
tow'r and temple, fall to dust.
But thy pow'r, hour by hour,
i1s my temple and my tow'r.

3 Great thy goodness, e'er enduring;
deep thy wisdom, passing thought;
splendor, light, and life attend thee,

beauty springing out of naught.
Evermore from thy store
newborn worlds rise and adore.

4 Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of God's own Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; para. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you
what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 33:12-23
A reading from Exodus.

' Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people,” but you have
not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name,
and you have also found favor in my sight.” '* Now if I have found favor in your sight,
please show me your ways, so that [ may know you and find favor in your sight.
Consider, too, that this nation is your people.” '* He said, “My presence will go with you,
and I will give you rest.” '° And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not
bring us up from here. '° For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I
and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your
people, from every people on the face of the earth.”

'"The Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have asked, for you have
found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” '* Moses said, “Please show me your
glory.” 'Y And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim
before you the name, ‘The Lord,” and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious and
will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. *’ But,” he said, “you cannot see my face,
for no one shall see me and live.” *' And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me
where you shall stand on the rock, > and while my glory passes by I will put you in a
cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; >’ then I will
take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM: 99

' The Lord is king; let the people tremble.
The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
*The Lord, great in Zion,
is high above all peoples.
’ Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;
God is the Holy One.
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* O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
? Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God’s footstool;
God 1s the Holy One.
®Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon
your name, O Lord,
they called upon you, and you answered them,
’you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.
* O Lord our God, you answered them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.
’ Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy hill;
for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

'Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

“We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly * remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. “ For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, ° because our message of the gospel came to you
not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ° And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word
with joy from the Holy Spirit, ’ so that you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known,
so that we have no need to speak about it. * For they report about us what kind of
welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and
true God '’ and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—1Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22

The holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1> The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. '° So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no
one, for you do not regard people with partiality. '’ Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '* But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? ' Show me the coin used for the tax.” And
they brought him a denarius. *’ Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose
title?” *' They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” ** When they heard this,
they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!



2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen all that is needful has been
sent by his gracious ordaining?

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
if with his love he befriend you.

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that i1s in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.

Gladly forever adore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Let us affirm our faith.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit
of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry (/ocal
seminarians or newly called ministers may be named). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them
and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority around the
world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant them
safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering (especially).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church
(congregational ministries may be named). Encourage them in their work of faith and
labor of love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you (especially). Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Let us offer to God what he has first given us: ourselves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of his gracious love.
Amen.

An offering is received for the work of the Church, including the care of those in need.
OFFERTORY SONG ELW 884

We rise to sing as the offering is brought forward.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead the following prayer.

Let us pray together.

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always.

Amen.

DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

The assembly may be seated.

CANTICLE: LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. All baptized Christians are
invited to his table. To learn about being baptized, speak to a pastor.

You may eat the Body and drink the Blood from the cup, or you may dip the Body into the
Blood before consuming them together. Alternatively, you may cross your arms in front
of your chest to ask for a blessing instead of either or both elements. Those who refrain
may do so trusting that Christ is fully present according to his promise.

COMMUNION HYMN

A hymn may be sung or the organ may play quietly as the assembly comes forward to
share in the Meal.
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister blesses those who have shared in the meal. The congregation rises
in body or in spirit.

The true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen you
and preserve you unto everlasting life.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace * bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW 543

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.

DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Liturgical Elements
sundaysandseasons.com © 2002 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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